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Dear Prospective Student, 

Greetings in the Name of Jesus … and welcome to the True Hope Bible Institute!   

We at the true hope Bible Institute believe that … 

God does not call those who are already equipped - - God equips those whom He calls! 

You are looking for a Bible College because you have an interest in and are concerned to be equipped 

according to the ministry gift God calls you to be!  In other words, you either know, or have a strong 

sense, that God has called you into a specific realm of ministry service and leadership - - and while you 

believe that perhaps the Lord is leading you to gain a more formal, Biblical education, you are not able to 

attend a traditional “campus college” so you need the benefits of a “distance learning” Bible College … 

and you need to know if the True Hope Bible Institute is part of God’s plan to equip you to be successful 

in what God calls you to do! 

What do we mean by “be successful in what God calls you to do”?   

➔ Quite simply, “Success is to fulfill, achieve and accomplish what God’s purposes for, in and through 

you as His child and as the specific ministry gift He has chosen to make you to be for His Church!” 

Whether you are a ministry gift of “Apostle”, “Prophet”, “Evangelist”, “Pastor” or “Teacher” to the Church, 

the Body of Christ - - each facet of Christ’s Ministry has its role in delivering this truth to the world, and in 

strengthening the Church in the truth of:  “Jesus Christ is Mankind’s ONLY True Hope!” 

➢ The Apostles establish new works of ministering this truth and living in this truth (discipleship) in 

communities and cultures of this world; 

➢ The Prophets proclaim and promote this truth, leading the Church to be salt and light in this world 

based on this truth (discipleship), while protecting from subversions and assaults against this truth 

gaining strongholds in the Church; 

➢ The Evangelists lead the way in soul winning (harvesting souls) and by their exemplification and 

leadership, help to raise up others from within the Church (discipleship) whom God calls to be 

Evangelists to do the soul winning work of Evangelism; 

➢ The Pastors shepherd and nurture the Saints, the children of God, leading, directing and protecting 

them in growing to be more like Christ in the totality of life.  Again, discipleship! 

➢ The Teachers edify and educate the Saints, the children of God in the knowledge, with 

understanding, of God’s Truth, helping the Saints to genuinely “have the mind of Christ” in all 

things pertaining to life and godliness!  Yet, again, discipleship! 

The objective of the Ministry of Christ both within, and reaching out through, His Church is to make 

disciples of all men, Matthew 28:18-20!  While there are many facets of discipleship within itself, there are 

also various aspects of establishing people to first begin as and then progress in development as disciples 

of our Lord Jesus Christ and each facet of Ministry serves a role in accomplishing this development! 

The overall objective of the True Hope Bible Institute, within the scope and field of what God calls 

you in Ministry, IS TO IMPART UNDERSTANDING TO YOU!   
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This means that our goal is to help you develop the practical application of the knowledge (the acquired 

information) you gain, enabling you to truly help people gain their own correct understanding in order to  

live in God’s Truth … and not just that you graduate with an “intellectual, academic mental file cabinet” 

full of information that is of little use in real life! 

How does this approach compare to other schools of the Bible or Ministry Colleges? 

➢ Typical School Goal = Academic Focus:  Study to gain and compile information in order to 

achieve a degree or other scholastic goal. 

➢ THBI School Goal = Practical Focus:  Study to gain understanding of information compiled; 

develop the ability to help others correctly apply God’s Truth to live godly lives producing spiritual 

fruit within and drawing fruit in the harvest of souls to be born again!  

If you desire to become better equipped in serving as an effective ministry servant or leader, then the 

degree courses offered through True Hope Bible Institute are well suited to your goals. 

We at True Hope Ministries of America are so glad that you chose to invest some of your time to discover 

the True Hope Bible Institute!  We trust that your time will be well rewarded with the information you 

need to compare us with other distance learning Bible colleges so you can make a well-informed decision 

about which school you believe will best help you follow God’s ministry call upon your life! 

May God Bless You with A Great Day! 
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Thank you for your interest in our school. We trust that Divine Providence has placed this catalog in 

your hands, and we are confident that True Hope Bible Institute could very well be YOUR KEY to greater 

opportunities in life as a Christian - - one who is born-again by faith in Christ Jesus as Lord.  

These opportunities include greater ministry service, greater spiritual leadership in your family and among 

your friends and acquaintances … and within the Body of Christ, especially in the local congregation God 

has currently placed you as well as those He will guide you into in future instances. 

If God has placed in your heart the desire for a Christian Education and/or Ministry development, 

then we encourage you to carefully and prayerfully examine this handbook/catalog.  The three most 

important things in your life are:   

 Your soul’s salvation;  

 Your choice of a life companion; and then  

 YOUR MINISTRY AND CAREER.    

For some, their ministry will take place within their vocational careers while with others their 

ministry will become their vocational careers. 

This STUDENT HANDBOOK is designed to provide you with the information you need to learn how 

we can help you advance in your Biblical preparation for a lifetime of service in Christ’s ministry.   

This book contains the Course Catalog describing the courses offered by THBI which will help you to 

understand the required courses and enable you to custom tailor your selections of elective courses in 

pursuit of your desired degrees.   

THE STUDENT HANDBOOK/CATALOG IS NOT A CONTRACT between True Hope Bible Institute and its 

students. It is the student’s responsibility to be fully acquainted with all requirements of the respective 

programs. Students may confer with staff or advisors regarding these requirements, but it is the student’s 

responsibility to fulfill them before a degree is granted. 

As you consider what True Hope Bible Institute offers and as you prayerfully seek the leadership of our 

Heavenly Father, we are available to answer any questions you may yet have so feel free to contact us toll 

free at 1-888-800-1584.   

The “True Hope Bible Institute” is the educational and equipping ministry of TRUE HOPE 

MINISTRIES OF AMERICA which fully operates the institute.  True Hope Ministries of America 

is an established Christian ministry leaders’ fellowship built upon Jesus Christ and the Holy Christian 

Bible which is our standard for all of our endeavors.   

 The Bible institute purpose is to enlighten, edify, educate, equip and advance God's children 

in the work of the Gospel Ministry. 

Just as with True Hope Ministries of America, True Hope Bible Institute is founded on the divine principle 

that Truth comes from God alone through the Word of God by the teaching and guiding work of the Holy 

Spirit of God.   

 Spiritual wisdom, divine understanding, and heavenly knowledge are revealed from God’s 

Word by the Holy Spirit of God to his people who have an open heart.  
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The Spirit and Word of God must be taken together in order to know Truth and balanced as intellect and 

emotion in our lives.  Our worship of God is only acceptable in this way …  

  “But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit 

and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship 

him must worship him in spirit and in truth.” John 4:23-24 (KJV) 

We cannot stress enough - - Regardless of your choice or circumstance of your Bible studies, whether 

you attend a campus college or you are engaged in a distance learning Bible college (such as THBI), you 

will not be able to accurately grasp the truth being taught nor gain the understanding necessary to enable 

and empower you to effectively serve in the ministry role assigned to you by Christ Jesus … unless you 

believe, agree with and allow the Holy Spirit to teach you! 

 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might 

know the things that are freely given to us of God.   

Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy 

Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.   

But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness 

unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.   

1 Corinthians 2:12-14 (KJV) 

 These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with you.   

But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall 

teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.  

John 14:25-26 (KJV) 
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Dr. Timothy Hoflund is a Co-Founding Minister of True Hope Ministries of 

America and has been selected to fulfill the role of Chancellor for True Hope Bible 

Institute as well.  

In 1976, Timothy was a new convert working in the repair shops & train yard of  a railroad.  

Soon after being born-again began to realize God called him into ministry service and 

leadership yet was unable to attend a “campus college” to gain Biblical education.  

Thank God there was another way available!  Timothy was introduced to and took 

advantage of the opportunities of distance learning and local church sponsored classes, seminars and 

courses through the local association of churches he was affiliated with!  Later in years, as the technology developed 

and became available, he utilized opportunities over the internet for gaining greater Bible education.  

Since the late 1980’s Dr. Timothy Hoflund has been in committed ministry service and has worked in a 

number of churches of various denominations as well as having founded and led several home Bible 

fellowships (now called house churches).  He led an Evangelistic Association in the early 1990’s and in 

2002 founded a House Church and some years later was elected to serve for a season as the General 

Secretary of the Fellowship in which he and the House Church were members. 

As the ministry developed into True Hope Ministries of America (Read: The Ministry Behind the School), 

a key element of the ministry vision for was to establish a quality, Bible focused, affordable college level 

Bible teaching institution.  This became reality when the ministers and members of True Hope elected to 

establish the True Hope Bible Institute in the summer of 2009. 

Rev. James Boley, Executive Director – Pastor of Healing Waters Church, 

Charleston South Carolina. By the will and direction of God, Pastor Jim joined with 

Dr. Timothy as Co-Founder of True Hope Ministries of America! 

Brother Jim’s service in ministry leadership is comprehensive and from his 

experiences in a broad variety of leadership positions, he offers the Ministry Leader 

a wealth of understanding from which they are encouraged to draw! 

During the time of re-forming the prior ministry to establish what is now True Hope 

Ministries of America, it was upon Brother Jim that the Lord impressed what the THMA mission to 

ministers is to be:  “Helping One Another To Do What God Has Called Each of Us to Do!” 

As a bi-vocational Ministry Leader for most of his years, Brother Jim has anything but an “ivory tower” 

perspective of life as a child of God!  When he counsels or advises you about a life concern, especially 

those that seem to generate conflict in or because of being in ministry service, Jim shares Biblical Truth 

that he has not only “seen” but has personally lived in the reality of such Truth at work in his own life!  

The same holds true about church and ministry issues.  Jim does not preach (or teach) some new thing 

that has become the latest “buzz-word” or popular ministry theory - - he preaches (teaches) only that which 

is an established practice in his own life and thereby able to impart into your life the greatly needed 

understanding “to make it work” for you! 
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A Message From: Dr. Timothy Hoflund  

You certainly must have a sense that our Heavenly Father has selected you to be involved in the ministry 

of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ in some significant way to this present world!  Otherwise, why 

would you have more than a passing interest in learning about a deeper Biblical education? 

If you have lived as a born-again person of God for any length of time, by now you must surely understand 

that the Christian Holy Bible is a SPIRITUAL book that can only be understood with a “spiritual mind”; 

that is, a mind focused on the teaching of God’s Holy Spirit and His guiding you into the Truth of what 

God says. 

We believe that the Holy Spirit uses Bible Colleges such as the True Hope Bible Institute as an instrument 

of instructing those who are divinely called to be servants and leaders in the ministry of the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  Ministering exemplary edification, equipping God’s people to live successfully as God’s children, 

as well as presenting God’s Truth to lost souls who so desperately need the spiritual salvation provided 

only in and by Christ Jesus the Lord! 

At this point in your some serious decisions play into your considerations!   

You can choose to simply pay some money for a printed certificate stating you have a degree in something; 

OR, in order to give you a stronger resume in hopes of landing a “better position”, you can enroll in a 

school that will give you books to read and information to sort through with a guaranteed degree;   

OR, you can enroll in some state commissioned - or even a religious sounding - liberal arts college 

which carries a government approved academic standing;   

OR you can choose to open your heart to the Holy Ghost in order to be truly edified, equipped and 

engaged in the Truth of God.   

To choose the latter is the choice to be genuinely, spiritually successful!  

The True Hope Bible Institute is a that school focuses on helping you achieve that latter choice - - 

and there are numbers of other distance learning schools that are of very high spiritual quality and that are 

Biblically sound and quite devoted to the Lord Christ Jesus!  Whether you select the True Hope Bible 

Institute or not, if you are serious about what God’s will for you in life and ministry may be, I pray that 

you choose a Bible College that is far more concerned with imparting divine understanding to you than 

meeting governmental standards of academia! 

With all thy getting, get understanding!  To understand means to be able to correctly apply acquired 

information in real life so that real life is successful!  What good does it do a person to have lots of 

knowledge (acquired information) if he or she is not able to put it to practical use in real life?  What we 

find is people spouting off information they have accumulated along with their opinions about why that 

information is important - - but a mere glimpse of our culture today proves that not many Saints are 

actually drawing useful abilities from this acquired information which they are actually using (practicing) 

in everyday life!  

When I personally mentor a saint serving in the ministry, the one instruction that is foundational to 

all that I teach is this premise: 
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Don’t practice what you preach - - preach what you have already practiced!  If you are 

preaching what is yet to be an established reality in your life, (thus you are only practicing); or 

worse yet, if you only learn bits and pieces of God’s Word to repeat nifty sounding ideas and catch 

phrases to others … you may become a popular pulpiteer - - but you’ll make a very poor minister 

indeed! 

If you never become that silver tongued orator in the pulpit … yet you preach but a single 

Truth of God that has become firm reality in your own life experience - - and in fact you walk in 

that reality of Truth with God:  Then you my friend may very well turn your world inside out with 

the Gospel of Christ!    

THAT ONE SINGLE thing in your life message will profoundly change the lives of others in 

lasting ways! 

Truly successful edification requires that you always do the following:  

1. Always begin your studies with a prayer:  Thanking The Lord for His Holy Spirit Who is your 

Teacher.  Throughout your study sessions, especially when you find yourself drawing mental “blanks” 

or finding that you have to re-read passages or sections … pray for the Holy Spirit to give you special 

assistance in these areas. 

2. Always seek understanding – How to apply what you are studying! 

3. Always share with others … Friends and family members, especially spouse, parents, children – the 

new understandings you gain. 

4. Then … always apply to your own life FIRST - - what you learn through each study lesson and course. 

5. As application becomes “INTEGRATED Truth” (changing your life’s reality), always teach 

others. 

No matter how spiritually mature you are; no matter how long you have been a student of God’s Word … 

you are about to embark on a new journey of discovery in Truth! 

REMEMBER, GENUINE TRUTH IS GOD’S REALITY … or to say it another way:  “Truth is:  Reality 

according to God”!   This only comes from God’s Word and only as we are faithful to continuing in 

God’s Word for all things in life! 

As he spake these words, many believed on him. 

Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, “If ye continue in my word, then are ye my 

disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”  John 8:30-32   

As you become ever-greatly blessed, may you become an ever-greater blessing to others as you progress 

through your chosen course of studies! 

And we would be honored if your choice of distance learning Bible Colleges is the True Hope Bible 

Institute! 
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In 1993, Rev. Timothy Hoflund was serving as the president of “Living 

Freedom Ministries, Inc.” preaching revivals, serving as guest minister for 

churches, presenting seminars and teaching focused Bible studies. 

Following a certain revival week, Timothy was invited to join a ministry team 

for a ten-day evangelistic effort in Russia.  It was during that ministry trip 

that the Lord birthed what is now, True Hope Ministries of America in the 

heart of Rev. Timothy Hoflund. 

Timothy’s roommate, a total stranger, made a prophetic declaration about the ministry service into which 

God would be taking Timothy, and it was simply this:  “You will be pastoring pastors!” 

In 1993, Timothy was not only still wet behind the ears, he was drenching wet behind the ears!  This 

roommate must have been a nut!  But that simple sentence did much more than resonate in Timothy’s 

heart, it resounded - - and never stopped! 

Over the course of time, Timothy lived a “roller coaster” life with more failures than successes for several 

years, yet even in the really low times, that statement made in that Russian hotel room never stopped 

replaying! 

Now it is 2002 and the Lord had convinced Timothy and his wife that they were to start a new House 

Church, which was named “New Wine Family Church”.  This ministry served in a number of ways, chiefly 

seemed to be to help wayward Saints regain spiritual fellowship with God and with their family in Christ!  

Along with this, Teaching and Mentoring the Saints to engage in ministry service proved to be the other 

main focus. 

After several years, while the size of the local members of the House Church stayed rather small, we were 

ministering to people in other states via internet technology.  God continued to grow and develop the 

abilities of this ministry and it seemed like the scope was ever increasing!  Finally, the Lord impressed on 

both Timothy and the members that the name should be changed so it was, to “True Hope Churches & 

Ministries” and at that time, we began forming a distance learning Bible school. 

A major change took place in 2011 as the Lord directed and brought to pass the relocation to Springfield 

Missouri.  In February 2011 during a Ministers’ Conference session, the Lord spoke to Timothy stating 

that they would be moving to Springfield Missouri!  An effort to make this move couldn’t even begin for 

another nearly two months yet by June of 2011 The Hoflunds and True Hope Churches & Ministries were 

moving into the newly purchased home which provided the office space needed! 

It was during this transition that the scope of True Hope Churches & Ministries grew past the boundaries 

of a local House Church and eventually it became clear that we had indeed developed into a national 

fellowship of Christian Ministry Servants and Leaders which precipitated its reorganization into what is 

now True Hope Ministries of America!  
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True Hope Ministries of America (THMA) is a Supporting Fellowship of and for 

Christian Ministers that provides services and resources for ministry servants and leaders, doing 

so to glorify God in Christ Jesus!   

While THMA supports worship activities among various congregation types; OUR FOCUS is to proclaim 

the Gospel of Salvation by faith in Christ Jesus as Lord to the people and communities of this darkened 

world!  To do this, we strive to help with every possible means of educating, edifying, equipping and 

encouraging the saints of God whose purpose it is to present to all humanity, the Lord Jesus Christ 

as mankind’s one and only True Hope. 

Our aim is to form “spiritual partnerships” so that together:  “We can help one another to do what 

God has called each of us to do!” 

Each of us shares in the mission of:  “Helping others do what God has called them to do!” 

LOCATIONS: True Hope Ministries of America members are currently found in:  Arkansas, Illinois, 

Kentucky, Missouri, Minnesota, Ohio, South Carolina, Texas, Washington with American 

Christian Missionary Ministry Leaders serving in the Philippines and Australia. 

SUPPORT:    THMA Ministry Members (those with THMA ministry credentials) have access to various 

resources and assistance opportunities that will help them achieve what God has called them 

to do! 

Digital Bible Resource Libraries with nearly 1,000 Bibles, reference works, commentaries 

and Biblically focused study books;   

Individual Support - - Personal Mentoring provided by the THMA Leadership in the areas 

of ministry service, leadership challenges, logistical situations, etc. 

Spiritual Care Support - - THMA members are never more than a phone call away from 

one of our Spiritual Care Specialists when issues of spiritual, moral, emotional or vocational 

natures rear up in life!  Care Specialists are qualified members of the Leadership Team who 

equipped through special studies and training for Spiritual Care needs. 

Leadership Support Conferences - - Each month a “Leadership Support Team 

Conference” is conducted via a Live Web Conference which can be joined by either 

computer or phone.  These conferences are for the THMA MEMBERS who are themselves 

leaders in their world!  And that’s all of us! 

True Hope Prayer Community - - This is a specific prayer service that when the Prayer 

Leader is notified, a prayer need is broadcast to the entire membership for their immediate 

prayer for the needs presented. 
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MINISTRY PROGRAMS:  These programs are supported by THMA for the benefit of both our membership, 

the Christian communities and public at large - -  

• True Hope for Today - - Cable and local television broadcast programs, originating in the studios 

of the Ohio Association of Christian Broadcasters and expanding out to various markets as the 

Lord increases; 

• True Hope LIVE!    – Live, interactive Bible studies via internet web conferences which 

may be joined by computer or telephone;  THLIVE is presented on Monday evenings, 7pm ctz   

• Ministering Moments - - Various THMA Ministry Members “Phone Cast” 2-minute messages of 

direction, instruction, edification and encouragement on different days of the week!  These 

“Ministering Moments” are sent to both, THMA Members and non-members who have opted to 

receive one or more weekly message. 

 

True Hope Ministries of America is DENOMINATIONALLY OPEN.  We neither advocate nor 

oppose any denomination, fellowship or ministry organization that is faithful to the Lord Jesus 

Christ, based on the Holy Christian Bible and holds the Bible to be the inspired, inerrant message 

of God to humanity. 

We will join in ministry efforts with any denomination, fellowship or ministry organization that is 

devoted to proclaiming the full and complete Gospel of Christ to the people and communities of 

the world for redeeming lost souls in spiritual salvation and making disciples of all people who 

will by faith receive Christ Jesus as Lord. 

 

THMA has two primary websites: 

• True Hope Ministries of America -    www.truehopeministries.net 

• True Hope Bible Institute -     www.thbinst.com  

In addition to our primary websites, THMA offers at no charge, website hosting for member 

churches and ministries along with free Email services for our member ministers and students 

enrolled in THBI. 

 

True Hope Ministries of America believes that our ministry emphasis is to be within North 

America and so while we may support missionary work in foreign countries, the focus of our 

direct ministry efforts and works are limited to the United States and Canada. 

 

 

http://www.truehopeministries.net/
http://www.thbinst.com/
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Legal Info: 

• Federal Identification Number: 46 XXXX935  

   (Full EIN available on legitimate request) 

• Tax Exempt Number   (Group Exemption): 3317 

• Bible College Accreditation: WWAC - - World-Wide Accrediting Commission 

   of Christian Educational Institutions, Richmond, VA  

Ministry Affiliations:        

➢ Full Gospel of Christ Fellowship, Inc. - -  Provider of Group Exemption Ruling with IRS   
➢ Epic Ministry Alliance, Houston Texas Ministry Accountability Partner 
 

To Raise up Ministry Leaders & Servants across the full spectrum of New Testament Ministry 

responsibilities who are devoted to our Lord Jesus Christ, committed to the Christian Holy Bible as God’s 

Message and Standard of Truth for all mankind;   

1) Raise up congregations of all types (from house churches to temple churches) that are interrelated, 

interdependent and mutually supportive in the focus of being full time ministry centers to serve the 

communities in which they are located - - rather than merely gathering for "church meetings”, to be 

training facilities for the saints to do the work of the ministry as set forth in Ephesians 4;  

2) Provide Biblically faithful Ministry Education (True Hope Bible Institute) that teaches Scripturally 

sound ministry development that focuses on the practical application of delivering God's Truth to both 

saints and sinners, ministering to people relating to the situations and circumstances of their lives - - not 

just good sounding "spiritual theories" or "abstract ideas";  

3) Provide credentials to qualified ministry leaders who are not seeking to serve in a status quo church 

setting, but who know into which aspect of Christ's Ministry they are called and are committed to 

presenting the Lord Jesus Christ as mankind's only True Hope!  

4) Build a spiritual infrastructure of support open to all Biblically faithful Ministry Leaders who are 

devoted to our Lord Christ Jesus that will act as a cooperative network providing each Ministry Leader 

a means of support that is spiritually sound, personally secure and mutually beneficial to all with whom 

each member is connected.     

If you already have Ministry Credentials, or if you are seeking Ministry Credentials AND if you desire 

to be part of a fellowship that will be in spiritual partnership with you with the goal in mind that a group 

of like-minded, like-spirited Saints serving in ministry leadership are mutually pledged to helping each 

other do what God has called them to do . . .  

. . . then by all means - - give us a call!  We would really appreciate the opportunity to answer any 

questions and take a look at how we may be serving the Lord together with you! 

Dr. Timothy Hoflund 10am – 12mid CTZ M – Sa. 1-888-800-1584   ext. 1 

Rev. James Boley 10am – 4pm ETZ      M – F 1-888-800-1584    ext. 2 
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THE FUNCTION AND PROCESS OF EDUCATION 

Basically, all education is a progression from discovery of information to some level of comprehension and 

application. 

The most valuable and most useful education is that which develops within us the “knowledge of God” with 

having the “mind of Christ”! 

 “For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you 

may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;  

that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work   

and increasing in the knowledge of God;”    Colossians 1:9-10 (NKJV) 

 But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; 

nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.   

But he who is spiritual judges all things, yet he himself is rightly judged by no one.   

For "who has known the mind of the LORD that he may instruct Him?"   

But we have the mind of Christ.     1 Corinthians 2:14-16 (NKJV) 

Proverbs 9:10 says, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.”  So, a proper recognition and 

respect for God is the first step of education.   

A wise man can render a reason for all he does, but a fool is smug in his thoughtlessness.  A wise man will 

increase in wisdom, but a fool is closed-minded. 

EDIFICATION versus EDUCATION 

T.H.B.I. desires that our students gain more than the mere acquisition of information (secular 

education) and enter the realm of EDIFICATION!  Edification is, if you will, SPIRITUAL 

ENLIGHTENMENT or, education accomplished by the work of the Holy Spirit! 

Edification results in the student gaining correct or true understanding of the information acquired!  

You can gain vast knowledge or wisdom, yet without understanding the benefits are quite limited! 

 To know wisdom and instruction, To perceive the words of understanding,  

To receive the instruction of wisdom, Justice, judgment, and equity;   

To give prudence to the simple, To the young man knowledge and discretion--  

A wise man will hear and increase learning, And a man of understanding will attain wise counsel,  

To understand a proverb and an enigma, The words of the wise and their riddles.  

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, But fools despise wisdom and instruction. 

Proverbs 1:2-7 (NKJV)  

 Get wisdom! Get understanding! Do not forget, nor turn away from the words of my mouth.  

Do not forsake her, and she will preserve you; Love her, and she will keep you.  

Wisdom is the principal thing;   

Therefore get wisdom. And in all your getting, get understanding.   

Proverbs 4:5-7 (NKJV)  
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Spiritual, Biblical Edification is like the body’s process of digestion which transforms food eaten into 

physical energy for the body. 

Learning is essential for deciding what things are least and most important, and for making intelligent 

choices in your everyday life. Much of your present lifestyle has been shaped by everything you’ve 

learned since birth. 

Education is the important act of passing along the accumulated knowledge from preceding 

generations to the next one, without which we would be plunged back into the fears and superstitions of 

the dark ages of pre-history.  Getting a degree just proves that you did your part in conveying the torch of 

truth to tomorrow’s youth. 

Ideas rule the world of men, and new ideas have changed the course of history. Our generation has been 

dubbed, “The Information Age.” But today’s scientific technology may be outdated tomorrow.  

Therefore, the Church must rise to the occasion and meet the demands of a high-tech and rapidly 

changing society.  

The True Hope Bible Institute views Christian education as a necessity and ministerial training as an 

urgency. 

The secular realm knows the need for training for their varied occupations, so why should anyone suppose 

that evangelists and pastors need no special training?  An untrained person is usually considered an 

amateur.    

Ignorance is not stupidity - - it’s merely a lack of knowledge!  The worst type of ignorance is the refusal to 

gain needed knowledge!  A lack of education should not hold you back! All other things being equal, a 

smarter Christian can do better than an ignorant one. 

The True Hope Bible Institute holds the old, but ever fresh Holy Bible as the Manufacturer’s 

Handbook and the Universal Answer Book.  The Word of God never changes, but our means of 

communication does. All Christians need a good solid foundation upon which to build their faith and life: 

• Basic Biblical studies are for foundation. 

• Systematic Theological studies are for indoctrination. 

• Ministerial studies are for practical application. 

Taking our courses not only involves the acquisition of Divine data, but the cultivation of mental 

discipline and promotion of spiritual growth. Our object is not only to spiritually illuminate men and 

women, but to motivate them in a life of usefulness for the glory of God.   

In the Christian, natural and spiritual knowledge is integrated, as they both come from the same 

Source.  The better our understanding, the better we can take advantage of our opportunities in life.  

Our training courses will increase your effectiveness in any ministerial project you undertake is only 

true if you apply yourself to learning and understanding.  There is an old saying:  “We can teach all day 

long, but only the student can learn!” 

The best teachers teach because they love to teach, and the best students study because they love to 

learn. 
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I believe that the spiritual truths we learn on earth will be retained in our Heavenly Life and will be built 

upon for eternity. If you have dreams and aspirations, your personal Christian education must not be 

postponed. 

BIBLE COLLEGES 

A college is an educational institution that offers courses of study beyond the high school level.  

Spiraling costs are a common complaint, as a secular residential college can cost over $20,000 per year! 

2016 Research shows that the average cost of tuition at an established, on-campus Bible College ranges 

from $6,000-$12,000 per year!  

When a school gets too expensive, time consuming, and strenuous its enrollment often suffers in various 

ways while students often are made to settle for inferior educational choices due to economic factors.    

A “college” is not determined by if it has a campus, the size of its campus or the size of its student body; 

a college is determined by the quality of its study curriculum along with its vision and purpose.   

There are over a thousand home study Bible Institutes in the U.S.A. today, and many are just offices 

that mail out Bible Courses to thousands of students.   

So, this brings us to the question - - why is the True Hope Bible Institute worth considering and what 

makes THBI the right choice for you? 
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OUR KEY TEXT 

2 Timothy 2:1-19 (KJV)  

Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.  

And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful 

men, who shall be able to teach others also.  

Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.  

No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath 

chosen him to be a soldier.  

And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned; except he strive lawfully.  

The husbandman that laboureth must be first partaker of the fruits.  

Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all things.  

Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead according to my gospel:  

Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound.  

Therefore, I endure all things for the elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in 

Christ Jesus with eternal glory.  

It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him:  

If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us:  

If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself.  

Of these things put them in remembrance, charging them before the Lord that they strive not about 

words to no profit, but to the subverting of the hearers.  

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 

ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.  

But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness.  

And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus;  

Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already; and overthrow the 

faith of some.  

Nevertheless, the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are 

his. And, Let everyone that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.  
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THE T.H.B.I. COMMITTMENT   

True Hope Bible Institute is deeply committed to providing both quality Bible college programs for all 

leaders in Christian ministry - - whether you hold staff positions or volunteer, if you lead a congregation or 

are founding a ministry organization! 

Our aim is to edify the student so that the Word of God is applied to his/her personal daily life and from 

his/her personal spiritual experience, develop effective ministry into the lives of others. 

Every Christian is called into ministry - - in so far as we are all to serve one another for the Lord’s sake, we 

are all witnesses unto Jesus, and we are all given abilities in some specific area of Biblically defined 

ministry.  We believe that each saint is spiritually enabled to work in some area of ministry gifting as 

expressed in Ephesians 4:  Apostle, Prophet, Evangelist, Pastor or Teacher.   

Our advanced degree programs are for ministerial students who desire to progress beyond the basic 

(Bachelor) level in order to develop greater depths of understanding in Bible focused, Ministry of Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 

DOCTRINAL STATEMENT OF TRUE HOPE BIBLE INSTITUTE 

1. We believe the Inspired Scriptures are the Word of God and the authoritative rule of all faith, doctrine, 

and practice for the Church today. 

2. We believe there is only one true living God -- Father, Son, and Holy Ghost -- Three in One and One 

in Three. He is Omniscient, Omnipotent, and Omnipresent. 

3. We believe the Lord Jesus Christ was conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, is the 

Divine Son of God, lived a sinless life, worked all manner of miracles, was striped for our healing, and 

crucified for our sins. He was bodily resurrected from the dead, ascended to heaven, is sitting at the 

right hand of God, and shall return to rule in the kingdom of God. He is the only Savior of all mankind. 

4. All of mankind are sinners by nature and subject to eternal judgment. Man is a free moral agent to 

choose salvation by repentance from sin and turning to God with faith in Christ. We may know that we 

are saved and must endure to the end. 

5. New converts are commanded to be baptized in water by immersion in the Name of the Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Ghost. 

6. We are to pray daily, study the Word often and fellowship in the Church regularly. We are to love 

others, be humble, and obey God. 

7. We believe in the Baptism into the Holy Ghost as a distinct endowment of power from on high for 

witnessing and service. All the gifts of the Spirit are available today. 

8. We believe Christ is the Foundation and Head of the church, which is made up of every born-again 

believer on earth. 

9. Christ is coming soon to reward His Saints and punish the wicked. 

10. We believe in an endless Heaven for the redeemed and an everlasting Hell for the damned. There are 

angels and demons. Angels serve from Heaven; demons are condemned to punishment in hell. 
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THE MEANING OF OUR LOGO 

The Book, the Cross, and the Dove represent the most 

universally recognized symbols of true Christianity; and they 

illustrate the essential elements of emphasis of the True Hope 

Bible Institute. 

1. The Cross represents Christ Himself crucified for our sins 

that we might be saved by God’s mercy and grace. Jesus, 

executed by crucifixion, buried and raised from the dead by 

the power of God the Father!   Jesus was and is the Prime 

Revelation and Express Image of God; He is to be is our 

focus, but He is not still on the cross!   The empty cross 

illustrates His power over death and is in the center of our 

logo, as we are to be Christ-centered, and always look to 

Him, who is the once visible, now invisible, invincible 

manifestation of God! Now unto the King eternal, 

immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour and glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

a. The Cross further signals the supreme act of God’s Love, through which we may enjoy the 

fellowship of the Body of Christ, as 1 Peter 4:8 says, “And above all things have fervent charity 

among yourselves.” Thus, the Cross of Christ is our common rallying point around which all 

true Christians may gather in unity. 

2. The USA is the geographical focus of the ministry service of True Hope Ministries of America.  Not 

that the rest of the world is to be neglected by Christian Ministry, but rather, that the Church of Jesus 

Christ in the USA is facing cultural, social and yes, spiritual crises that must be dealt with if the USA 

is to again be the international beacon of the Gospel! 

3. The open volume of Scriptures is the foundation of our faith, for “faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 

by the Word of God,” Roman 10:17. The Bible is the source of spiritual light. We are cleansed and 

sanctified by the Word of God. Jn. 15:3  The Bible must be the foundation upon which we serve and 

stand as light and salt into our world! 

4. The Dove represents the Holy Spirit, to whom we are to yield our hearts and surrender our lives that 

He might lead us in all we think, say, and do. We are to be filled with and baptized into the Holy Ghost 

in order to receive power for living as the sons and daughters of God; anointing for service and to 

preach, teach, and sing the glories of God. 

❖ The dove symbolizes the Holy Ghost: “Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is Liberty,” II Cor. 3:17. 

❖ “God is a Spirit and they that worship him, must worship him in Spirit and in truth,” John 4:21.  

❖ All truth comes from the Spirit of Truth. The Bible didn’t produce the Spirit; the Spirit of God 

produced the Bible. “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: 

for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew 

you things to come.”  John 16:13 

This is the significance of our symbol and we believe that no other design more simply and clearly denotes 

God’s Word, the sacrifice of God’s Son, God’s Love, God’s Spirit, and His inner working in our lives - - 

and what could be greater than these?  

This is our Christian banner, emblem and the principles that True Hope Bible Institute is founded upon, and 

why it decorates our books and letterhead. 
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STAFF 

The day-to-day work of True Hope Bible Institute is carried on by the staff of True Hope Ministries of 

America who grade answer sheets, record examination grades, file resumes and information, and fill orders 

for courses. Because of this we often get overloaded and needing extra help which can lead to occasional 

delays in processing your course work, so please keep this in mind and remember only Jesus never made a 

mistake. 

INTER-FELLOWSHIP AND COOPERATION 

The True Hope Ministries of America believes that students of T.H.B.I. should be in fellowship with the 

greater Body of Christ.  Therefore, we seek to cooperate with all local churches that stand upon the 

uncompromised Word of God; and to work with all other Biblically faithful Christian organizations.  

• We do not subscribe to the obtuse ecumenical movement of the One World apostate church.  

• We do not recognize that all men are children of God, only those who have been born again by 

faith in Christ Jesus as Lord. 

• We have compassion on people still bound in sin and reach out to them with the Gospel of 

Salvation, Reconciliation and Recreation by faith in Christ Jesus as Lord - - but we will not 

knowingly accept the enrollment of any person who rejects the Biblical standards of salvation 

and its ensuing development of an increasingly righteous lifestyle (obedience to the directives and 

instructions of Christ delivered by the Bible.) 

We evaluate each student upon His or her present personal qualities, not by past sins or former affiliations.  

And we wish to maintain a mutually respectful relationship with all other good Bible schools and church 

organizations. 

CONTINUING PLANS 

A school could have hundreds of courses, but as King Solomon said, “Of making many books there is no 

end; and much study is a weariness of the flesh.” Eccl. 12:12.  Nevertheless, we have long range goals for 

an enlarged scope of studies to expand our curriculum and in fact, throughout each year, we do consider 

which curriculum may be added to our study programs and include that new material which serves to 

accomplish our goals.  

IMPORTANT: 

New additions of courses, or course changes, in a degree program will not void your efforts should a 

course revision results in the deletion of any course that you may have already taken and received credit for.   

THBI students will never be adversely affected for revisions and replacements that will undoubtedly 

occur in our course curriculum.   

• If, for instance, a particular course is ever replaced in a degree program, if a student has already 

taken that course, they will get full credit for that course and not be required to take its replacement. 

• If a revision or replacement is made prior to a student’s taking said course, then the student will be 

required to take the course as revised or the replacement course. 
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While many groups use the term “non-denominational” we believe that this has come to mean, in many 

circles, anti-denominational and we are not anti-denominational - - so long as the denominations are 

Biblically based, holding the Bible to be the inspired message of God to mankind, completely truth and 

inerrant in its revelation of God to mankind and in its message of mankind’s need for God’s love, salvation 

and fellowship. 

Therefore, we have adopted the term “denominationally neutral”, for we choose to have a heart of 

cooperation with all who are steadfast in their devotion to Jesus Christ as Lord, to the Bible as the Word of 

God and to the sanctification and righteous lifestyles of the saints of God!   

If a denomination …  

➢ Holds that Jesus is the One True Hope of mankind,  

➢ If they hold that Jesus Christ is the One True Lord in Whom we receive the eternal salvation of our 

souls and spiritual life and, 

➢ If they are faithful to the Bible as God’s Truth, then we want to be a facilitator for such groups, 

regardless of the label or title they carry. 

We do not advocate embracing or rejecting any group of believers that genuinely believe in Jesus Christ as 

Lord and by faith rest in Him for our salvation and eternal life as God’s children both now and beyond this 

physical life; that base their beliefs, faith and doctrines upon the Christian Holy Bible and who endeavors 

to worship God in spirit and in truth.  

Therefore - - we do not teach in favor of, or opposing, any particular denomination that holds the 

Bible to be the inspired, infallible, inerrant Word (message) of God and base their dogma, doctrine, 

principles, standards and ideals on the Christian Holy Bible. 

Again - - True Hope Ministries of America and True Hope Bible Institute can better be described as “trans-

denominational” or, “denominationally neutral” rather than non-denominational because we do not 

reject any valid, Bible based group that uses Scripture as it’s standard of Truth and God’s Will for humanity 

in general, for born again saints (Christians) specifically and for the individual’s life in particular.  At the 

same time, based on the above criteria, we do not endorse one denomination over any other.   

To the degree that we may take issue with any particular denomination, we most likely have as much issue 

with any other denomination, albeit they are probably different concerns. 

➢ Example:  To declare that there is no such thing as present-day baptism in the Holy Ghost, is to us, just 

as problematic as declaring that if you don’t speak in tongues you are not saved!  Neither extreme is 

even close to the Truth of God and both have the effect of being divisive within the Body of Christ! 

This is especially important to understand for those students who are pursuing Master’s or Doctorate 

degrees in the area of theology.  Such students will necessarily need to rely upon their particular distinctive 

Christian tradition in developing dissertations, essays and test answers in some courses given.   

Because of this, we do not so much judge or grade on the subject of the dissertation, as we do on the 

presentation of the work – how it is developed, prepared, presented and Biblically supported and imparts 

understanding to the reader! 

While we suggest that students write on subject matters that are not divisive denominational issues, we will 

not pass or fail any student solely on the basis of their denominational stance in a dissertation. 
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➢ Example:  Your dissertation may be on the “Election of God” or, on “Tongues in Church”.  We will not 

grade you on the conclusion you arrive at if it agrees or disagrees with any other denominational 

position.  We do evaluate/grade you on how you arrive at your conclusion, how you present your point 

of view and the Biblically based/supported research material used in presenting your thesis. 

o NOTE:  Your conclusions must clearly agree with the Bible and you must use the Bible - NOT 

denominational materials - to support your conclusions.    

IF you use denominational material to support your conclusions in a dissertation/thesis, we will 

not grant a passing grade as this is not basing conclusions on Scripture but rather on man’s 

teachings! 

Our desire in remaining a denominationally neutral college is to offer a valid, effective alternative to those 

students who, whether by choice or circumstances, look to the means of “distance learning” in their pursuit 

of the benefits of a greater, more formal Biblical education in fulfilling God’s call upon them to be in 

ministry leadership.  Our aim is to make this alternative available to the broadest spectrum of born-again 

students possible. 

In order to achieve broader acceptance within the church community, THBI has voluntarily submitted to 

the process state recognition of our validity as a Bible College and accreditation from Bible College 

Accrediting Authorities.  We look at each of these separate processes in the sections that follow. 
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ORGANIZATION 

True Hope Bible Institute is an extension of TRUE HOPE MINISTRIES OF AMERICA which is 

formally organized with a Board of Directors and Articles of Organization, Constitution, and By-Laws.  

True Hope Bible Institute operates completely under the authority and direction of and is staffed by ministry 

members and leaders of TRUE HOPE MINISTRIES OF AMERICA.   

TAX EXEMPT STATUS 

True Hope Ministries of America is Tax Exempt through our affiliation with Full Gospel of Christ 

Fellowship, Inc. and is thus recognized by the I.R.S. as a non-profit 501(c) 3 organization.  

➢ Employers Identification Number (E.I.N.) is 46 5396935 

➢ Group Exemption Number (G.E.N.) (under the Full Gospel in Christ Fellowship, Inc) is 3317  

➢ While all tuition payments are to be made directly to True Hope Ministries of America, 

STUDENT TUITION IS NOT CONSIDERED A TAX-EXEMPT CONTRIBUTION. 

o FOR TAX ADVICE & ADVANTAGES, PLEASE CONSULT A LICENSED TAX ADVISOR OR CPA.  

THBI ACADEMIC STANDING 

TRUE HOPE BIBLE INSTITUTE (T.H.B.I.) is a non-secular, Christian educational institution.  We do 

not offer what the secular world considers “academic” educational courses, we do not offer courses in 

“liberal arts” and/or “sciences”, we do not offer degrees in “Arts” or “Science” and the studies we offer are 

not courses typical to the secular higher educational establishments.  Therefore, the degrees you earn at 

T.H.B.I. may or may not be recognized by secular organizations or employers.    

Since we are not a denominational institution, a degree from T.H.B.I. may or may not be recognized by 

any and/or all other Christian organizations or churches in the same manner as one denomination or group 

may or may not recognize the ministry credentials of every other denomination or organization.  (Example:  

Southern Baptists may or may not recognize the credentials of an Assembly of God minister.) 

STATE REGISTRATION  

In February of 2012, True Hope Ministries of America filed with the Missouri Department of Higher 

Education for an Academic Exemption (such as was carried with Arkansas Department of Higher Education 

until 2011 when True Hope Ministries of America relocated to Springfield Missouri). 

To verify our filing with the Missouri Department of Higher Education you may contact the MDHE at: 

Missouri Department of Higher Education  

P.O. Box 1469  

Jefferson City, MO  65102 

ATTN: Coordinating Board for Higher Education 

An academic exemption does not mean that THBI is exempt from any standards or requirements of 

excellence, but just that as the State cannot direct or determine the curriculum of any religious institution; 

the academic exemption acknowledges the legitimacy of the religious school, college or seminary without 

endorsing or approving the curriculum taught so long as the curriculum remains non-secular. 
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ABOUT ACCREDITATION 

Over the years, the word “accreditation” as used by those involved in higher education has acquired 

various interpretations, but essentially it indicates that some outside responsible body of educators have 

examined a school and found it to be doctrinally, academically, and financially reliable, and has certified 

that it meets their ethical standards. The purpose is to simply assure the public that the school is a 

reputable establishment.  

What ordination is to a minister, accreditation is to a school. Therefore, most faculty and degree 

students feel that accreditation is very important, although it is not legally required!  

Accreditation is a voluntary process.  For instance, for many years the RHEMA BIBLE TRAINING 

CENTER was not accredited and offered no academic degrees. The same was true for the Assembly of 

God’s Central Bible College in Springfield Missouri.  (Note:  CBC and Evangel College have now 

merged, and CBC no longer exists as a separate college.) 

On the other hand, there are some who discount a Christian school and rejecting their Accrediting 

Association unless it is linked up with the U.S.A. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare.  This 

has launched a campaign to impose their opinion upon the rest of the academic world. But common 

understanding and every day usage determine the definition of any word. Thus, to be accredited still 

means that an impartial group of professional scholars have investigated an institution and has 

approved the standards of curriculum and operation of that institution.  

There is no such thing as Federal or State accreditation of a Bible school, for civil government has 

no authority to regulate religious training or what certificates we issue for it.  This is an issue of 

separation of church and state, as Jesus said, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God 

the things that are God's”. Mark 12:17.  

Civil authorities must never officially endorse or disapprove directly or indirectly the beliefs and 

practices of churches or their Bible Schools.  A casual survey of Church history shows that such 

linkage with Caesar eventually leads to infringement upon conscience, bondage, and corruption.  

Therefore, to be accredited by any agency, which in turn is supervised by the U.S.A. Department of 

H.E.W., would to some degree be a compromise of the separation principle and constitute "friendship 

with the world” condemned as "adultery” by James 4:4.  

In a Spiritual sense, the highest accreditation any school would be the blessings of Divine Providence. 

Our best accreditation is the successful lives and ministries of our satisfied students.  Isn't graduate 

performance what it's really all about? 

Most simply, accreditation is a process in which certification of competency, authority, or credibility is 

presented. 

Organizations that issue credentials or certify third parties against official standards are themselves formally 

accredited by accreditation bodies (such as United Kingdom Accreditation Service); hence they are 

sometimes known as "accredited certification bodies". The accreditation process ensures that their 

certification practices are acceptable, typically meaning that they are competent to test and certify third 

parties, behave ethically, and employ suitable quality assurance. 
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It surprises many people to learn that schools are not legally required to become accredited! However, 

on the school's part it is a very desirable standing. Accredited status means a school has voluntarily 

undergone a comprehensive examination to determine that it operates at a worthy level of performance. 

Department of Education recognized accreditation.  In many cases the government's Department of 

Education is not qualified to recognize the accreditation of a private school, such as a Bible School, because 

the Department of Education is secular, and a Bible or Christian School is spiritual! 

Why then do a number of well known “Bible Colleges” attain accreditation from agencies recognized by 

the U.S. Department of Education and State Boards of Higher Education?  Because while they may claim 

the title of being a “Bible College”, they have in fact become Colleges of Liberal Arts or Sciences that 

continue to offer religious degrees along with the secular degrees they now offer!  In order for their students 

to be able to obtain student loans and grants, these “Bible” colleges must become accredited by D.O.E. 

recognized agencies! 

But genuine Bible Colleges, Schools and Seminaries that choose to remain strictly Christian are 

exempted from accreditation requirements because of the U.S. Constitution!   

➢ According to the First Amendment of the Constitution the government cannot determine the 

curriculum of any religious school that is strictly religious as this would be the equivalent of 

“establishing a religion”!  Our founding fathers recognized that the secular government is not 

qualified to determine or direct appropriate spiritual/religious teaching!  

As we find in 1 Corinthians 2:14 "But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they 

are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned."  

Therefore, a state agency is not able to determine if a spiritually directed learning institution is meeting the 

mandates of the Bible! 

This being the case, we prayerfully determined to voluntarily submit T.H.B.I. to the standards of a Christian, 

Full Gospel oriented accreditation agency.   

T.H.B.I. ACCREDITATION 

True Hope Bible Institute is Biblically accredited by the World-Wide Accreditation Commission of 

Christian Educational Institutions.  A copy of our current accreditation certificate is found at the end of 

this section. 

The W.W.A.C. has accredited over 200 Christian Schools and Institutions around the world and is growing 

steadily each year!  Accreditation with the W.W.A.C. is not a permanent award, but typically a school must 

be re-accredited on an annual basis – thus the standards of schools accredited by the W.W.A.C. must 

maintain the quality standards if they desire to remain so accredited.  

The W.W.A.C. is a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization dedicated to making a significant contribution to the 

promotion of Christian education everywhere. The W.W.A.C. is governed by a Board of Directors, all of 

whom are reputable born-again Christians. The W.W.A.C. was founded to: 

• Upgrade standards of scholarship among evangelical educational institutions. 

• To award certificates of accreditation to deserving schools. 

• To continue to monitor compliance with set standards. 
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The W.W.A.C. specializes in Theological Seminaries, Christian Colleges, and Bible Institutes of all sizes, 

including both traditional and alternative programs. They are also concerned with helping any formal 

ministry teaching the Word of God in an on-going relationship between instructor and students, which may 

not fit into any denominational mold, to develop into a viable school. 

The W.W.A.C. is part of the Full Gospel of Christ Fellowship, Inc. The Board of Directors of the F.G.C.F.I. 

has formally announced its full recognition, endorsement, and approval of the W.W.A.C. 

The W.W.A.C. holds itself accountable to God, the Church, the laws of the land, and the general public. It 

is not governmentally connected and does not engage in partisan political activities. Unlike regional 

accrediting associations which are limited to one area, the W.W.A.C. was established as a multi-national 

association of Christian Educational Institutions. 

To learn more about the World-Wide Accreditation Commission of Christian Educational Institutions 

contact: 

Dr. Paul Richardson, Executive Director 

W.W.A.C. 

2800 Blendwell Road 

Richmond, VA  23224 

Telephone:  804-276-4709 
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True Hope Bible Institute offers a focused variety of religious degrees for a school of this type in the USA. 

Additionally, we do not offer any secular “Arts”, “Sciences” or “Languages” (which represent a wide scope 

of studies including such subjects as education, human relations, literature, mathematics, etc.).   Our studies 

are focused on Christian Faith & Ministry - - NOT any philosophies, Christian or secular.  Therefore, THBI 

does not offer or grant “PhD” degrees.  

➢ Ph.D. is an abbreviation for "Doctor of Philosophy”.  It is typically the highest academic college degree 

awarded, taking twice as long as a bachelor's degree to complete. The average student takes at least 8 

years of working doggedly through college studies to earn a PhD. 

Again, since we teach FAITH and not philosophy, the doctoral degrees we offer are not “PhD” degrees.  

The THBI Doctorate Degree is addressed in greater detail in a later section of this student handbook. 

WHY GET A DEGREE? 

There are some good reasons to pursue a solid Christian education and the degrees that go with it.  It’s good 

to learn something worthy, do something worthwhile, and earn something worth having.  

Your reasons for taking the Bible Courses of the True Hope Bible Institute should not be to make you better 

than someone else - - for they certainly will not do that!  However, completing our Degree Studies will 

certainly make you better than you were!  

All of God’s people, especially those in committed ministry services should continue to grow personally 

and professionally throughout our lives. Most of the servants and leaders in Biblical Christian Ministry 

could use a little more confidence … and a degree can certainly boost your confidence level.  Why?  Not 

because of how much you know, but your greater ability to help others gain knowledge and how to use it 

in a meaningful way in their lives!   

Quite often, the fact that you earned a degree will be respected among your peers and colleagues for it 

shows them you have the commitment to improve your abilities.  A degree may help relieve suspicious 

minds; the skeptical are more readily quieted and may help to silence the “nay-sayers” you may encounter.  

Religious degrees are becoming more important to those who minister because many of the people to whom 

we minister have their own degrees, and it may prove helpful with many to be on a level that’s par to their 

own educational level. Never before has a college degree meant so much for so many people.  

A “Doctor’s” degree is like an overgrown preacher’s card. It can open “doors” for you to proclaim the 

message of the Master - - doors which might otherwise remain shut. A “Doctor’s” degree is like an oversized 

letter of recommendation because this reassures folks of your principles, ethics, and reliability.  

➢ It’s not to puff up your ego, but to add a ring of authenticity to your sermon ideas. 

A “Doctor’s” degree can help boost your voice for Jesus to a world lost in religious confusion.  

➢ It’s not to make you popular with the world, but to lend credibility to your teaching and 

preaching. It’s not for any personal vainglory, but just to extend the influence of your ministry of 

God’s Holy Word. 
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➢ It can broaden your opportunities for service and promote your work for the Lord. If a pulpit committee 

was looking over two pastoral candidates, and most things on their resumes were fairly equal but one 

had a Doctor of Theology degree and the other didn’t, it may possibly tip the scales in favor of the one 

who had gone the extra mile making the extra efforts, and land him the position. 

➢ A degree could enhance your value to your Church and promote its reputation in the community. 

➢ Although a secular degree usually means increased income in the business world, this should be the 

very last reason for earning a religious degree!  While financial advantage could possibly result, this 

should be a much lower priority! 

The greater motive for desiring a degree is your increased ability to help others with far greater 

spiritual benefits through your ministry and leadership because of your gains in understanding and 

abilities in the Ministry of our Lord Christ Jesus! 

So instead of looking at a degree from the world’s perspective of financial gain the question should 

be: “Can you be your best for Christ without a Christian College degree?”    

USE OF YOUR TITLE 

According to the W.W.A.C. only about 7% of ministers in major cities have Doctor Degrees but it’s rapidly 

increasing. 

A Doctorate from the True Hope Bible Institute gives you a legitimate right to use the title in your public 

life either before or after your name, such as: Dr. Joe Smith, Joe Smith, D.Th, or Rev. Dr. Joe Smith. You 

are honestly and ethically entitled to use your title on your business cards, letterhead, brochures and the 

phone book if you so choose.  

It’s only reasonable and proper for others to address and introduce you as “Doctor so and so...”  Your degree 

means that you have spent untold hours studying multitudes of Bible verses, scores of Christian writings 

and answering hundreds if not thousands of questions correctly! Your degree will often win you instant 

respect from most dignified people.  

Sadly, however, there will sometimes be those few who reject your title because they may be bound in 

secular perspectives, or they may be jealous ... or they may be enemies of the Cross!  The natural-thinking 

man is quite often used by the devil to resist and reject what God has done in your life. 

➢ WARNING:  We become especially vulnerable to this condition if we have gained any degree to 

impress others, because of pride, to be a tool of our own ambition - - or to find acceptance from men! 

So, don't be too shocked if someone along the way tries to discredit you or, the True Hope Bible Institute 

or, our Accrediting Association or, the ministry of Biblical education in general.  For evil men and women 

do these things today and have for thousands of years now!   

➢ Just remember, II Timothy 3:12 – 14:  

“Yea and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.   

But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived. 

But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of 

whom thou hast learned them …” 

After all, respect or disrespect is just someone's opinion - - based on facts or not. Sometimes when folks 

judge others, they are really just saying what they think of themselves at the same time. 
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HEAD KNOWLEDGE or TRUE FAITH? 

Does having a religious degree make one more worthy in the sight of God?  Certainly not!  

➢ Theological education without personal devotion to Christ is null and void.  In fact, you can 

have your head crammed full of Biblical facts, yet if your heart is full of sin, you will go straight to 

Hell, John 9:41.  

➢ If a Bachelor, Master, or Doctoral degree is going to foster a sense of egotism and conceit in you, it 

can result in your downfall as Proverbs 16:18 says, “Pride goeth before destruction, and a haughty 

spirit before a fall.”  

We might feel satisfaction from a job well done, but we must never swell with pride for, “a proud look is 

an abomination to the Lord.” Prov. 6:16-17.   Jer. 9:23-24.  But fools glory in either their ignorance or their 

learning.  

Your degree must never hinder you from relating to uneducated folks for whom Christ died, as Rom. 

12:16 says, “Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate.” Other translations say, “Associate 

with ordinary people." In other words, don’t be a snob!  

➢ Remember, you may teach what you know, but you invest what you are.   

➢ Most people don't care how much you know; they just want to know how much you care.  

 Now as touching things offered unto idols, we know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffeth 

up, but charity edifieth.  

And if any man thinks that he knoweth anything, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know. 

But if any man love God, the same is known of him.  1 Corinthians 8:1-3 

One work of the Holy Spirit is to guide us into all truth. John 16:13.  He can teach you more by Divine 

revelation in a few moments than you can learn by earthly education in a lifetime. Jn. 14:26.  If your heart 

is filled with love, your mind will always contain spiritual light, by which you can walk with God and work 

for the Lord.     

The philosophy of True Hope Bible Institute is education without dogmatism, indoctrination without 

denominationalism, and honor without vainglory.  Our courses are intended to not only promote intellectual 

development, but to produce spiritual fruit. It's good to be enlightened, and seek academic excellence, but 

most of all we want you to experience Christian character. Studying the Word of God sharpens the mind, 

but it must be infused deep down in your spirit to purify your soul. Jn. 15:3 

➢ Endeavors without understanding can be disastrous  

➢ Illumination without application fails to serve its purpose.    

James 1:22 says, “Be ye doers of the Word and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.”    

In other words, if you don’t incorporate the Word into your own daily situations, you’re only fooling 

yourself.   

Learning and life must be integrated.  True Christianity is a life, not an intellectual pursuit apart 

from heart experience, nor experiences that excite emotion apart from gaining reason! 

We will not be judged only by our doctrines and creeds, but also by our works and deeds. II Cor. 5:10.  We 

should pray as much as we read, and worship as much as we study.  Therefore, True Hope Bible Institute 

stresses spiritual maturity first and mental merit second.  
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We focus on knowing God’s Head and God’s Heart - - in BALANCE … not one over the other but one 

with the other!   

Remember, “Truth out of balance leads to heresy!”   

➢ If you can translate your learning into love, your schooling into service, and your academics 

into actions, you’re on target! 

THE UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE 

Most folks know that “Freshman”, “Sophomore”, “Junior”, “Senior”, and “Graduates” are the student ranks 

of higher education. Community colleges offer associate programs that lead to a Diploma.  Local and State 

Colleges offer Associate, and Bachelor degrees. Universities offer both Baccalaureate degrees and graduate 

programs that lead to a Master’s and/or Doctoral degree. 

A university is usually bigger than a college and is often made up of several colleges on a single campus. 

If a college is not a subdivision of a university, it sometimes grows and become a university, so that today 

both “College” and “University” are used somewhat interchangeably.  However, many individual state 

departments of education reserve an institution’s use of “university” for a school that offers secular 

academic curriculum and degrees recognized by the U.S. Department of Education. 

A religious school that offers masters and doctoral degrees is called a seminary. So, seminaries are the 

universities of religious education. But they can also offer undergraduate studies. 

True Hope Bible Institute is both:  A distance learning formatted Bible College offering undergraduate’s 

studies and a Theological Seminary providing graduate programs, so that we offer degrees on all levels. 

DISTANCE LEARNING CONSIDERATIONS 
Considerable time can be used up getting to and from a classroom, and more time can be consumed 

assembling, hearing comments about the weather, the latest gossip, non-applying announcements, and other 

sidelines. Then, the teacher might be sick and not show up.  

Traditional theological education can tend to isolate students in a cloistered environment that detaches them 

from involvement in vital Gospel work among sinners. Thus, graduates become groomed as “keepers of the 

aquarium”, rather than “fishers of men”. 

IN THE CLASSROOM -VS- IN THE HOME or OFFICE   

Would you rather repose in an artificial cubicle a few years and get a traditional degree, or pursue a relevant 

active ministry, and get a non-traditional degree from True Hope Bible Institute at the same time for about 

ten percent of the cost?  

Learning is no longer limited to the old fashioned four walls, because God has raised up a number of worthy 

educational resources such as True Hope Bible Institute.   

You can receive a legitimate degree without stepping foot on a college campus or into a university 

classroom. It’s possible to earn your accredited Bachelor’s, Master’s or Doctoral degree right in the comfort 

of your own home. What difference does it make WHERE you read a book? The key to retaining 

information is repetition. But a classroom lecture is usually said and gone; whereas the study books of the 

True Hope Bible Institute can be reviewed as often as you wish or need. 
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THE IDEAL BIBLE COURSE 

The ideal Bible course should meet three specifications: 

1. It must be Biblically sound, meaning:  True, doctrinally solid, spiritually rich, understandable, and 

practical & useful in your daily living - - or where life is real and not theory.  

2. It should be inexpensive, meaning:  Affordable, and within the financial reach of most folks.  

3. It should be expeditious, meaning:  It should not be too time consuming, too much of an 

inconvenience upon one’s busy schedule, and free from being mere “busy work” requiring 

unnecessary toil and hassle.   

The Holy Bible should be the Supreme Textbook of every Bible School and the 

steadfast criteria for judging all doctrines, practice, and experience. 
The True Hope Bible Institute exercises meticulous care into our courses to make sure every course aligns 

with the Word of God. Our courses are well-organized presentations about God, man, the Christian life, and 

the ministry. Each course is spiritually inspiring and academically excellent, yet simply expressed and readable. 

THE T.H.B.I. STUDY PLANS 

COURSES & UNITS 

The curriculum of T.H.B.I. is made up of many courses which have been grouped into Study Courses.  

Study Courses contain one or several individual units of study.    

Each Study Course may contain several units which may or may not be broken down into individual books 

of study; however, each study is clearly identified as to which course module it is a part of. 

The True Hope Bible Institute reserves the right to revise and/or add to its curriculum without notice 

but such revisions will only be for the students’ benefits. 

➢ Students will be notified with details should revisions be made to the curriculum 

that affects his/her degree study course. 

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS:  Generally, students will receive one study course at a time, or in the case of a 

course consisting of several units, students will be sent one course unit at a time.  Each course or course 

unit is to be completed, concluding with the Course Exam being taken and mailed to THBI for grading.  

Exams must be passed with a score of 70% or higher.  Each exam with a passing grade will be returned to 

the student along with the next course or course unit to be completed. 

After all the Course Units have been completed, the next Study Course is begun following the same pattern 

until all required and elective Study Courses have been completed for the degree being earned. 

COURSE COMPOSITION:  Each course or unit of study usually consists of the following: 

➢ A Course Text - - This may be a published textbook or syllabus; 

➢ A Course Study Guide (may be included in a THBI published syllabus) 

➢ A Course Exam - - In some instances, the Course Study Guide is to be completed in lieu of a 

     course exam but in most instances a Course Exam is required. 

Course Study Guide questions should be answered at the end of each section/chapter of the study text while 

it is fresh on your mind before going on to the next section or chapter. 
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THBI COURSE EXAMS 

PASSING SCORES/GRADES: Whether a separate Course Final Exam, or Course Study Guide serving 

as the “course exam”, is required for submission, a correct score of 70% is required to pass that 

course.  

➢ In cases of “Course Modules”, the course exam of each course unit of the Course Module 

must receive a passing score of at least 70% for the entire course unit to be passed - - for 

example, if a Course Module has three individual units, EACH COURSE UNIT EXAM 

must receive a minimum of 70% for the ENTIRE COURSE MODULE to be passed!  One 

course unit exam receiving a failing grade results in the failure of that entire Study Course. 

EXAMS FORMAT:  Course Study Guides and Course Exams are “open book”:  The Bible and all Course 

Study Resources may freely be referred to in order to correctly answer the Exam questions.   

NOTE:  Course Exams are part of the teaching/learning process for research skills and a great 

number of Course Exam Questions require additional Scripture References to 

validate your Exam answers.   

➢ Exam answers without required Scripture References will be graded as incorrect and 

will negatively affect your test scores. 

EXAM CONSTRUCTION:  Course Exams are constructed of questions that may be primarily Multiple 

Choice and/or True/False; however, completion answers and essay questions are also often 

included which are designed to stimulate your thinking and provoke analytical reasoning.  Again, 

our studies are designed to help the student to both apply Scriptures in their own personal lives and  

assist those to whom they minister in the correct application Scriptures in their lives as well. 

EXAM PROCEDURES: All study guides and course exams are user-friendly. All you must do is: 

1. Read accurately  

2. Fill in the blanks  

3. Think clearly 

4. Use a Concordance  

5. Use a Topical Bible  

6. Make use of your Digital Resource Library   

7. Correctly mark the test answers 

8. Provide Scripture references where required 

9. Answer essay questions according to the textbook’s meaning or personal application 

10. Include Scripture references supporting your answers when required 

EXAM SUBMISSIONS: YOU KEEP ALL COURSE WORK AND STUDY MATERIALS, 

including any textbooks that are required for all courses. 

➢ You are required to mail in only the Course Exam Answer Sheets unless otherwise instructed.   

➢ All material mailed in for grading is returned to the student unless otherwise noted. 
 

Review Key THBI Policies & Practices, “Degree Programs – Administrative Procedure Policies”. 
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1. PROGRAM COMPLETION  

The degree programs of typical campus colleges and many distance-learning or online colleges are 

locked into a time-served system.  It can take up to six years to receive a Doctoral degree from some 

universities. However, hanging around a campus for four, five, or six years, doesn't necessarily make a 

person more successful than another student who completes his or her studies in a fraction of the time. 

Total time elapsed is not the main ingredient of learning.  

Consider this:  Jesus completely trained the Apostles for tremendous miracle ministries in less than 3 

1/2 years. This is because our spiritual walk is not controlled by the calendar or subject to the clock.  

Remember:  The operation of the Holy Spirit supersedes both time and space! 

 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all 

things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.  John 14:26 (NKJV) 

A. Study Scheduling:  We believe that the Lord is doing a quick work in these last days, see Romans 

9:28.  Because of this the True Hope Bible Institute has an intensive and accelerated program of 

study courses which means that you could complete them in a relatively short span.  

1. Year-Round Schedule: Therefore, True Hope Bible Institute does not follow a set semester 

schedule. We operate continuously year-round. This means that you study on your own schedule 

and proceed at your own pace with one provision. 
a) Completion Requirements:  Our one “time requirement” is that a student must submit at least 

one course exam every 90 days. 

B. Studies Pace:  This being the case … PLEASE DON'T RUSH!   

1. Rushing through your course work will only cause you to miss many important lessons and you 

won’t get maximum benefit from the material. 

2. When a student rushes through the courses of study, they might pass the course exams but most 

likely they miss our intended goal … to gain understanding that will be of value to and needed 

by other people:  Those to whom you minister!   

a. And this does become apparent in poor graduate papers which fail evaluation! 

3. Students who complete study courses as if they are in a race, indicates to us that they are not 

serious about learning, rather …  

o They only want to get that degree! 

o Their goal is to show to others how much he/she knows (regardless of understanding) 

C. Work Pace Evaluation Process:    

How does THBI recognize when a student is “rushing” through the courses? 

1. Leadership Interaction:  We try to get acquainted with our students and their situations during 

the enrollment process.  We recognize that each student is able to complete a study course in a 

different amount of time based on a number of factors, the two most prominent are: 

a. Schedules - - every student has a different amount of time available to devote to studies 
b. Distractions - - every student has various factors that may interrupt their available time. 

2. Lifestyle Considerations:  Some students live alone, while others have large families; some 

may have two or more jobs to earn income while others are retired; some may have several days 

a week for study while some only have a few days a month!   
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a. Every student’s situation varies, and we take all these things into consideration as we 

observe the time in which you complete your course work.    

Remember, the only deadline you face is to submit one course exam within a 90-day 

period to remain an active student!   
3. Submission Considerations:  Many students submit one or two course exams within a 90-day 

window, but you are not under any pressure to submit more than one every 90 days!  

a. Students who constantly attempt to submit one course exam per month are 

considered to be “Fast Paced Students”, rushing through their studies.  

b. “Fast Paced Students” will be interviewed and possibly counseled regarding their 

submission timing. 

4. Recommendations:   

We simply recommend that you study at the pace at which you are able to:  
a. Learn,  
b. Comprehend and  
c. Gain understanding of the material being studied in any given course …  

This will lead to your success in your personal spiritual life and in your ministry service in the 

Body of Christ! 

Keep in mind:  Our aim is to see the success of each student in achieving the purpose of a THBI 

degree - - which is to gain more than knowledge, it is to develop understanding! 

 

Review: Key THBI Policies & Practices, “Students in Good Standing Policies”  
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The Live Study Consultant (LSC) is similar to an academic advisor in that the LSC advises students in areas 

such as the services and policies of THBI and offers guidance in elective course selections for our students 

to meet all the requirements to graduate. 

The LSC approves and offers initial assistance to Master’s and Doctorate Degree students in the preparation 

of his/her thesis or dissertation. 

The LSC is different than an academic advisor in that the LSC provides special, focused follow-up 

instruction when reviewing the course exams with the student.  

➢ Using each Course Exam as a further teaching tool, the Live Study Consultants serve to review the 

incorrect answers on each exam with the student in order to help the student learn not only what the 

correct answers are but the reasons for the correct answers in order to help the student gain a better 

understanding about the subjects included in the Course Exams. 

The LSC services are included in the tuition and as such, the student is expected to utilize the services of 

his or her Live Study Consultant, in fact, a student’s success often depends upon how well that student 

utilizes the services of his/her Study Consultant! 

➢ Note:  A student may “opt out” of the LSC services. To “opt out” requires the student signing a 

waiver of services form.  Opting out of the LSC services will not suspend the LSC making certain 

assignments - - however the student will lose the advantages and benefits of participating in the LSC 

services. 

Each LSC Consultant has a Bible College degree, graduating at either the Master’s or Doctorate level. 

Meet the Leader & Pioneer of the Live Study Consultants …  

… Dr. Michael Cochran!   
Dr. Michael Cochran, Teaching Ministries Director of True Hope Ministries 

of America. 

Dr. Michael is a Doctor of Theology having graduated in May 2013 - - and was 

the first student to enroll in the (what was at that time new) THBI Multi-Level 

Doctoral Degree Program! 

Upon graduation, Dr. Michael chose to become a candidate for Ministry 

Credentials of Ordination with THMA, which he was granted soon thereafter! 

Dr. Michael also pioneered the THBI Live Study Consultant Service and 

continues to serve our students with the same diligence and enthusiasm as when 

he helped develop this all-important service! 

Live Study Consultants (LSC) are assigned to each student enrolled in THBI and while the general services 

of the LSC are not mandatory, certain “assignment services” performed by the LSC are mandatory for the 

student. 

The student who chooses to avail him/herself of the LSC general services will have certain advantages over 

students who opt-out of the LSC service. The greatest advantage is the increased opportunity for learning 

through the Course Exam Reviews conducted with the student by his/her LSC. 

➔ SEE:  LIVE STUDY CONSULTANT OPTION POLICY - - PAGE 83. 
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NOTICE:  A minimum passing grade of 70% must be achieved on each exam.    

Grades are NOT averaged, so to fail one exam will require the re-taking of that exam in 

order to pass any given Study Course and ultimately, to earn your degree. 

FIELDS OF STUDY  

The General Fields of Study (study majors) are limited to the list below.  However, within the “General 

Degree” a student may declare his/her “Emphasis” such as “Pastoral” or “Doctrinal” and  students may 

request that their degree certificates will state that emphasis - -   

EXAMPLE:  “Bachelor in Christian Ministry with Pastoral Emphasis” 

• BIBLICAL STUDIES – the study of major Scriptural themes and the main topics of the Sacred 

Scriptures. Courses dealing with various doctrines of the Word of God; that which is devoted to the 

fundamental beliefs of the Holy Bible.   

• CHRISTIAN MINISTRY – general instructions in Christianity and the study of the doctrines of 

Christ. Training in the teachings of Jesus Christ and the development of Christian Character.   

• THEOLOGY–the study of God and the expounding of Christology; Courses dealing with the 

relationship between God and the universe and man; the cultivation of the theological virtues of 

faith, hope, and charity.  

NOTE:  While a number of our courses relate to Biblical counseling, these are included only in order 

to provide a foundational understanding of Biblical counseling that would be needed in 

ministry work such as Pastoral Ministry. 

THBI does not offer degrees in Christian Biblical or Pastoral Counseling as these require 

advanced studies in technique with instruction in legal considerations that T.H.B.I. does not 

offer. There are several good resources for Biblical Counseling Training available and if you 

are called into this field, we will gladly assist you in connecting with an excellent organization 

for Biblical Counseling training.  

The True Hope Bible Institute offers four levels of degrees: 

1. Bachelor 

2. Masters 

3. Doctorate 

4. Honorary Doctoral 

THBI also offers a Ministry Ordination Study Program.   

➢ This is not a degree per se but is a concentrated field of study with the singular purpose of students 

being granted a ministry credential of ordination from True Hope Ministries of America upon 

successful completion of the program.   

PROGRESSIVE LEVELS OF DEGREES  

A degree is an academic title conferred by an institution of higher learning showing that a person has 

satisfactorily completed a particular program of study. The certificate is the actual document stating what 

degree has been earned by the student. 
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Note: “Incomplete” delays award of degrees until tests are successfully complete. 

W -  Withdraw:         

D  -  Dropout:  

Withdrawal (W) or Dropout (D) are record keeping notations to explain the outcome of a student who meets the 

policy criteria and do not represent any actual grades. ( See: Student Termination Policies) 

Degrees are progressive. One level is built on the preceding one, each level representing a higher work 

effort, and the equivalent of another season of study. The True Hope Bible Institute offers the three levels 

of: Bachelor, Master, and Doctor - -  

• BACHELOR – 120 credits minimum; some of our Bachelor Degrees will actually result in more 

credits being completed than the minimum.   Because this is a correspondence college and not a 

campus school; and because we are not a secular liberal arts college but strictly Bible/Ministry 

subjects, we do not require four years of full-time study to attain these credits for this degree. 

• MASTER – (Bachelor’s Degree plus an additional 60 credits minimum)   

This represents the equivalent credits of one year of study beyond the Bachelor (again if you were 

to go to a secular campus college), but lower than the Doctorate, indicating that you have “mastered a subject.”   

• DOCTOR – (Master’s degree plus an additional 60 credits minimum) this academic title is awarded 

for the completion of advanced study and is the highest degree there is. It is the ultimate in the 

educational world and has been a title of respect for learned persons since Biblical times, Luke 6:46. 

It is important to note that the degrees offered by True Hope Bible Institute are not the same as those 

you would earn at a secular, academic or liberal arts school. 

➢ True Hope Bible Institute courses are strictly Christian and Bible specific studies that do not include 

“academic” curriculum such as “English”, “Science”, and “Mathematics” etc. 

It is because of this that our students are able to earn our degrees in a shorter time frame than a typical 

secular college. 

Therefore, although our degrees may be recognized by Christian Churches - - they may not 

necessarily be recognized or accepted in secular professional settings and no church group or 

ministry organization is required to recognize your THBI degree for their own needs or purposes. 

 

EXAM SCORE REQUIREMENTS 

NOTICE: All THBI Course Exams must be submitted on the forms provided; substitutes will not be 

accepted for grading. 

NOTICE:  A minimum passing grade of 70% must be attained on each course test.   

Grades are NOT averaged for the entire Course Units, so to fail one test will require the re-

taking of failed tests in order to earn your degree. 
 

GRADING VALUATION: 

Excellent Good Fair Passing Fail 

A   = 100 – 97 B+ = 92 – 90 C+ = 84 – 82 D+ = 76 – 75 F  = 69 – 0 

A-  =    96 – 

93 

B   = 89 – 88 C   = 81 – 80 D   = 74 – 72 Note:  See “Failed Exam Policy” 

 B-  = 87 – 85  C-  = 79 – 77 D-  = 71 – 70               & “Failed Paper Policy” 

Incomplete:  Recorded for Failed Exam unless/until a “Failed Exam Recovery” opportunity is 

successfully completed. 
 

 

                                 Refer to the policies on Student Drop-out & Student Withdrawal. 
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STUDY COURSE CREDITS 

Most colleges and universities use what is known as a “semester hour credit system”.  Generally, the 

THBI “credit” is equivalent to one “semester hour”.  

In a traditional Bible college, 3 semester hours for example, equal about 48 clock hours of classroom 

study (3 classroom study hours/week X 16 weeks = 48 classroom study hours). 

➢ The THBI formula for determining “Study Credits” is figuring the anticipated clock hours of study 

divided by 16.   

• So, if a course is anticipated to require 80 total clock hours to complete (regardless of how many 

actual weeks it takes to complete the course), that course is valued at 5 credits. 

➢ A student is only awarded the credit value of a course or “course unit” regardless of how long it 

actually takes that student to complete that study.    

Example 1:  If a student invests more actual hours of study, say 112 clock hours rather than the 

80 hours anticipated, the student will still earn 5 course credits - - not be bumped up to 7  

Example 2:  If a student is able to complete a course with only 67 clock hours rather than the 

80 hours anticipated, that student will still earn 5 course credits - - not be reduced to 4. 

➢ A “Course Module” is a combination of two or more individual courses (course units) for 

a combined credit value.  

▪ Course Units are designed to achieve specific study goals and therefore are not allowed to 

be broken down into their individual course components nor are they given partial credits 

for partial completion of a “Course Module”. 

▪ Course Exam Scores are not “averaged” in order to pass a Course Module in the event of a 

failure of one of the Course Exams within that Course Module.  Each Course Unit’s Course 

Exam must receive a passing score of not less than 70% correct answers. 

DEGREE CREDIT REQUIREMENTS 

The following represents the minimum equivalent study credits for each degree earned:  

 120 Credits   =  Bachelor Degree 

  180 Credits   =  Master’s Degree 

240 Credits   = Doctor’s Degree 

 

CREDIT TRANSFERS 

True Hope Bible Institute is not required to accept the study credits of any other Bible College nor is any 

other Bible College required to accept the study credits from True Hope Bible Institute for students wishing 

to transfer their studies from one college to another. 

True Hope Bible Institute will consider, on a case by case basis, the credits you have earned from other 

legitimate Christian Bible Colleges whether they are accredited or not.  The primary criteria we consider, 

in addition to the Biblical foundation of the curriculum, is to determine the credit valuation formula from 

the other college. 
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For instance, we would accept transfer students from Rhema, Oral Roberts University, International 

Seminary, Logo Bible College, Richmond Virginia Seminary, etc.    

➢ Degrees or credits from another institution that is accredited by the W.W.A.C. will of course 

be accepted by True Hope Bible Institute on a case by case basis. 

NOTICE:  It is the policy of THBI that when we do agree to accept a transfer of credits, we 

generally allow one third to one-half of the credits earned at another correspondence Bible 

college to be applied to the course requirements for the degrees offered by True Hope Bible 

Institute.  Again, consideration for credit transfers is on a case by case basis. 

 

SECULAR DEGREES/COURSE CREDITS 

It is important to understand that a secular degree of any level (example:  Bachelor Degree in 

Accounting, History, Sciences, Engineering, etc.) is not acceptable to meet the requirements of any 

advanced THBI Bible/Ministry Degrees. 

If you want to earn a Masters/Doctorate degree in an area of study offered by THBI, you must first have 

earned a Bachelor Degree in courses of Bible study. 

➢ The study courses for the THBI Bachelor’s Degree construct the foundation so necessary to 

successfully learn the study course materials taught at the Master’s level just as the studies in the 

Master’s Degree programs are the supporting structures for the Doctorate studies. 

For the same reasons, SECULAR COURSE CREDITS will not be accepted for transfer to be applied 

to any THBI degree credit requirements. 

➢ Example:  Course Credits earned for completing:  Mathematics, History, Philosophy, Sciences, etc., 

will not be considered for granting credit transfers to any THBI degree program.  

➢ Secular Courses on Biblical subjects will not be given consideration for granting credit transfers 

to meet the requirements of any THBI degree program. 

o Secular teaching = natural man:  “But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 

God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually 

discerned.”  1 Corinthians 2:14 KJV 

 

ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS REGARDING COURSE CREDITS 

True Hope Bible Institute credits may be acceptable at many other good schools, but whether a 

PARTICULAR school or agency will accept our credits and/or degrees is quite unpredictable.  

We cannot be responsible for the decisions and policies of other Bible colleges. It’s a very subjective issue 

depending upon many circumstances. But I believe you will find many similar schools will accept transfer 

from True Hope Bible Institute. 

If you plan to apply for some state licensing or a faculty position at a particular educational institution, it 

would be best to make inquiry as to the requirements of that agency or school at which you wish your THBI 

degree to be recognized.   
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NOTE:   

Again, it is important to realize that many schools, employers and (unfortunately) some church 

organizations insist on DOE sanctioned accreditation and may not accept your degree from THBI for 

their educational requirements.   

Every organization is different and if you are dealing with the secular realm their requirements 

will most likely be secular. 

 

Review: Key THBI Policies & Practices, page 81 
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General Details: A student must meet all the requirements for the degree being studied for.  This includes 

all pre-requisites, pre-admission testing, all requirements listed in this Student 

Handbook and all tuitions and fees paid as agreed.  NOTE: For actual costs of study 

courses, see “Tuition & Fees" 

Credit Requirements:  

DEGREE LEVEL CREDITS REQUIRED CURRICULUM SOURCE CURRICULUM TYPES 

Bachelor 120 – minimum Course Catalog Required & Elective 

Masters 180 – minimum total Course Catalog Required & Elective 

Doctorate 240 – minimum total Course Catalog Required & Elective 

Writing Requirements: Required papers are mandatory and must be completed in order for a student to 

complete and graduate the Degree Study Program in which he/she is enrolled.  

Required writing assignments and papers are non-optional and failure to complete 

assignment or paper will result in the student’s failing the entire Degree Study 

Program. 

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS ARE ASSESSED AS EITHER PASS OR FAIL.  

Grades and/or credit values are not awarded for writing assignments. 

SEE:  “Required Writing Assignments for complete details. 

 

BACHELOR DEGREES REQUIREMENTS 

Course Requirements:  120 study credits with Assigned and Elective Writing Assignments 

WRITING ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE: See – “Required Writing Assignments” section for details. 

A. Required Writing Assignments 

1. Essay Assignment - Essay Assignments given at about ¼ of the required study credits. 
2. Positional Paper -   Positional Papers assigned at about ½ of the required study credits. 
3. Sermon or Lesson -   Sermon/Lesson assignment given about ¾ required study credits.  
4. Final Term Paper -   Final Term Paper scheduled when all study credits have been completed. 

B. Elective Writing Assignments:   

2. Options -   Various courses request written works such as essays or a treatise as part of their course 

activities.  While these are not mandatory, they do help the student grasp a greater understanding of 

the materials. 

3. Honors – Completion of “Course Essays” may award “With Honors” on a graduate’s degree 

certificate and transcript.   

BACHELOR’S DEGREES FIELDS OF STUDY: 

Biblical Studies 

 

Christian Ministry 

 

Christian Biblical Theology
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Bachelor of:   

BIBLICAL STUDIES 

 TOTAL CREDITS REQUIRED 120 

Course Information/Notes COURSE ID COURSE TITLE/DESCRIPTION Credits 

Courses may be assigned in 

different order than listed 

TYPICAL DEGREE APPLICATIONS - -  

This degree is designed to build a 

solid and practical foundation of 

not only “Bible studies” but “How 

To Study the Bible”. 

This course is intended for those 

students who are called to lead 

TEACHING MINISTRIES. 

 

BBS-2                    

BBS-3                    

BBS-4 

BBS-5 

BBS-6 

BBS-7 

BDT-4 

BDT-5 

========== 

ELECTIVES 

Bibliology 

Why Four Gospels 

Basic Bible Studies 

Proofs of Christianity 

The Bible’s Divine Inspiration 

Strategic Bible Study 

Introduction to Theology 

Basic Bible Doctrines 

Mandatory Courses – Credits 

ELECTIVE CREDITS NEEDED 

10 

10 

10 

10 

15 

15 

10 

20 

100 

20 

 

Bachelor of:   

CHRISTIAN MINISTRY 

 
TOTAL CREDITS REQUIRED 120 

Course Information/Notes COURSE ID COURSE TITLE/DESCRIPTION Credits 

Courses may be assigned in 

different order than listed 

TYPICAL DEGREE APPLICATIONS- -  

This degree program is designed 

to build a foundation for those 

who are serving or are entering 

into the Christian Ministry 

Leadership in the areas of: 

Church Pastoring or Evangelism; 

General Ministries such as 

Chaplaincy, Jail or Hospital 

Ministry, Para-church Ministry, 

etc.  

BBS-2                    

BBS-3                    

BBS-4 

BDT-1 

BDT-7 

PMD-2 

PMD-4 

PMD-7 

========== 

ELECTIVES 

Bibliology 

Why Four Gospels 

Basic Bible Studies 

Full Gospel Fundamentals 

Soteriology (Salvation) 

Basic Church Leadership 

Basic Ministerial Development 

Evangelism Ministry I 

 

Mandatory Courses – Credits 

ELECTIVE CREDITS NEEDED 

10 

10 

10 

15 

10 

5 

10 

10 

90 

30 
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CONTINUED 

 

Bachelor of:   

CHRISTIAN BIBLICAL 
THEOLOGY 

 

TOTAL CREDITS REQUIRED 120 

Course Information/Notes COURSE ID COURSE TITLE/DESCRIPTION Credits 

Courses may be assigned in 

different order than listed 

TYPICAL DEGREE APPLICATIONS - -  

For ministry leaders with 

practical experience needing 

greater understanding of sound, 

Christian Biblical theology. 

Pastoral, Teaching, Evangelism 

ministry leadership. 

Especially helpful for those who 

intend to focus on teaching. 

BBS-2                    

BBS-3                    

BBS-4 

BBS-6 

BCL-1 

BCL-2 

PMD-2 

PMD-4 

PMD-7 

BDT-7 

========== 

ELECTIVES 

Bibliology 

Why Four Gospels 

Basic Bible Studies 

The Bible’s Divine Inspiration 

Christian Living:  Forgiveness 1 

Christian Living:  Forgiveness 2 

Basic Church Leadership 

Basic Ministerial Development 

Evangelism Ministry I 

Soteriology (Salvation) 

Mandatory Courses – Credits 

ELECTIVE CREDITS NEEDED 

10 

10 

10 

15 

5 

5 

 5 

10 

10 

10 

90 

30 

 

NOTES: 
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General Details:  Master’s Degrees are available to those students who have earned a Bachelor  

  Degree with a minimum of 120 credits in field of Biblical/Ministry Studies. 

NOTE: A secular Bachelor’s Degree that is not in a Biblical/Ministry field of study 

fails to meet the requirements for a THBI Master’s Degree.   

Credit Requirements:  Master’s degrees require an additional minimum of 60 credits for a minimum  

  total of 180 credits. 

Fields of Study:  True Hope Bible Institute offers Master’s Degrees in THREE fields of study: 

Biblical Studies    Christian Ministries    Biblical Theology  

Writing Assignments:  Required papers are mandatory and must be completed in order for a student to 

complete and graduate the Degree Study Program in which he/she is enrolled.  Required writing 

assignments and papers are non-optional and failure to complete assignment or paper will result in the 

student’s failing the entire Degree Study Program.  

Graduate Thesis:  A written thesis with a “Favorable Review” (passing) is required to complete the  

    Doctoral Degree program.  see:  “Appendix A” for Thesis Guidelines. 

 

WRITING ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE: See – “Required Writing Assignments” section for details. 

A. Required Writing Assignments 

1. Admissions Paper - Due at enrollment:  Required for all new THBI students eligible to enter at  

  the Master’s Degree level.  

 Exemption: The final term paper with a “passing review” of a prior THBI  

  bachelor’s degree student shall be credited for this requirement.  

2. Mid-term Paper - -  Mid-term Papers assigned at point of about ½ of the required study credits. 

3. Master’s Thesis - - Thesis preparation shall begin after completion of all required study credits. 

NOTE:  The “Master’s Thesis” must receive a passing review in order to receive an exemption 

from the “Admissions Paper” requirement should you choose to enroll in one of the Doctoral 

Degree Programs of THBI. 

B. Elective Writing Assignments:   

1. Options -  Various courses include written works such as essays or other treatise which, while not  

  mandatory, they do help the student grasp a greater understanding of the materials. 

2. Honors -  Completion of “Course Essays” may award “With Honors” on a graduate’s degree  

  certificate and transcript.   
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Master’s Degree:   

BIBLICAL STUDIES 

 
DEGREE CREDITS REQUIRED 60 

Course Information/Notes COURSE  

ID 

COURSE TITLE/DESCRIPTION Credits 

Courses may be assigned in 

different order than listed 

DEGREE APPLICATION 

Pastors; Teachers; 

Educational 

Administrators; 

 

 

 
ELECTIVE COURSES  

ABS-10 

ABS-13 

ADT-7 

ABS-1 

ADT-2 

 

________ 

 

----------- 

Preeminent & All Sufficient Christ 

Survey of Paul the Apostle 

Contemporary Apologetics 

The Old Testament – Historical Books 

The Four Gospels – A Comprehensive Study 

 

Mandatory Courses – Credits 

 

ELECTIVE CREDITS NEEDED 

5 

5 

5 

10 

10 

 

35 

 

25 

Written Dissertation 

Required 
TOTAL REQUIRED CREDITS 60 

 

Master’s Degree:   

CHRISTIAN MINISTRY 

 
DEGREE CREDITS REQUIRED 60 

Course Information/Notes COURSE ID COURSE TITLE/DESCRIPTION Credits 

Courses may be assigned in 

different order than listed 

DEGREE APPLICATION 

Pastors; Missionaries; 

Evangelists; Jail Ministries; 

Family Ministries; Parachurch 

Ministries; etc.  

ABS-5 

AMD-2 

 

AMD-4 

PTM-7 

PTM-9 

 

AMD-5 

========== 

ELECTIVES 

Being A Transformer 

Developing Christ’s Character 

As Leaders 

Evangelism Ministry II  

Scripture Based Counseling 

Counseling With Biblical 

Principles 

Ministry Stewardship 

Mandatory Courses – Credits  

ELECTIVE CREDITS NEEDED 

5 

5 

 

5 

5 

5 

 

10 

35 

25 

Written Dissertation Required TOTAL REQUIRED CREDITS 60 
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CONTINUED 

 
Master’s Degree:   

Biblical Theology 

 
DEGREE CREDITS REQUIRED 60 

Course Information/Notes COURSE ID COURSE TITLE/DESCRIPTION Credits 

Courses may be assigned in 

different order than listed 

DEGREE APPLICATION 

Pastors; Teachers; Educational 

Administrators;  etc. 

ADT-3 

ADT-5 

ADT-6 

ABS-7 

ABS-8 

========== 

ELECTIVES 

Theology Proper 

The Nature of God 

Christian Doctrinal Theology 

Spiritual Balance 

Divine Wisdom 

Mandatory Courses – Credits 

ELECTIVE CREDITS NEEDED 

15 

5 

5 

5 

5 

35 

25 

Written Dissertation Required TOTAL REQUIRED CREDITS 60 

 

NOTES: 
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General Details:   Doctorate Degrees are available to those students who have earned both a Bachelor  

  and Master’s Degree with a minimum of 180 credits in Biblical or Ministry fields of study.  

NOTE: A secular Bachelor’s Degree that is not in a Biblical/Ministry field of study 

fails to meet the requirements for a THBI Master’s Degree.   

Credit Requirements:  Doctorate degrees require an additional minimum of 60 credits for a minimum  

  total of 240 credits. 

Fields of Study:  True Hope Bible Institute offers Master’s Degrees in THREE fields of study: 

Biblical Studies   Christian Ministry   Biblical Theology 

Writing Assignments: Required papers are mandatory and must be completed in order for a student to  

  complete and graduate the Doctorate Degree Study Program. 

  Required writing assignments and papers are non-optional and failure to complete  

  assignment or paper will result in the student’s failing the entire Degree Study Program. 

Graduate Dissertation:  A written dissertation with a “Favorable Review” (passing) is required to  

  complete the Doctoral Degree program.  See:  “Appendix A” for Dissertation Guidelines. 

WRITING ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE: See – “Required Writing Assignments” section for details. 

A. Required Writing Assignments 

1. Admissions Paper - Due at enrollment:  Required for all new THBI students eligible to enter  

  at the Doctoral Degree level.  

 Exemption: The Master’s Thesis with a “passing review” of a prior  

  THBI master’s degree student shall be credited for this requirement.  

2. Mid-term Paper - -   Mid-term Papers assigned at point of about ½ of the required study  

   credits. 

3. Doctorate Dissertation –  LSC may approve starting the development of Dissertation during the  

   final course in the Doctorate Degree Program.   

  Dissertation MUST RECEIVE A PASSING REVIEW in order to complete the  

   Doctorate Degree Study program and receive the Doctorate Degree.   

C. Elective Writing Assignments:   

1. Options -   Various courses include written works such as essays or other treatise which, while not  

  mandatory, they do help the student grasp a greater understanding of the materials. 

2. Honors –  Completion of “Course Essays” may award “With Honors” on a graduate’s degree  

  certificate and transcript.   
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Doctoral Degree:   

Biblical Studies 

 DEGREE CREDITS REQUIRED 60 

Course Information/Notes COURSE ID COURSE TITLE/DESCRIPTION Credits 

Courses may be assigned in 

different order than listed 

DEGREE APPLICATION 

Pastors; Teachers; Educational 

Administrators;   

ADT-3 

ABS-2 

ABS-3 

ABS-4 

ABS-8 

ABS-9 

========== 

ELECTIVES 

Theology Proper 

The Old Testament:  Pentateuch 

The Old Testament:  Psalms 

Lessons in Faith & Leadership 

Divine Wisdom 

Facing Apostasy 

Mandatory Courses – Credits 

ELECTIVE CREDITS NEEDED 

15 

10 

10 

5 

5 

5 

50 

10 

Written Thesis Required TOTAL REQUIRED CREDITS 60 

 
 
 
 

Doctoral Degree:   

Christian Ministries 

 DEGREE CREDITS REQUIRED 60 

Course Information/Notes COURSE ID COURSE TITLE/DESCRIPTION Credits 

Courses may be assigned in 

different order than listed 

DEGREE APPLICATION 

Pastors; Teachers; Educational 

Administrators;   

AMD-1 

AMD-3 

 

AMD-4 

PTM-2 

PTM-6 

========== 

ELECTIVES 

Advanced Ministry Development 

Church Leadership:  Elders & 

Deacons 

Evangelism II 

Spirit Led Teaching 

The Pastor of Faith 

Mandatory Courses – Credits 

ELECTIVE CREDITS NEEDED 

20 

 

5 

5 

10 

10 

50 

10 

Written Thesis Required TOTAL REQUIRED CREDITS 60 
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CONTINUED 

Doctoral Degree:   

Theology 

 DEGREE CREDITS REQUIRED 60 

Course Information/Notes COURSE ID COURSE TITLE/DESCRIPTION Credits 

Courses may be assigned in 

different order than listed 

FOCUS = Practical Theology 

A study of God that leads to 

understanding which is useful at 

the level of real life – outside ad 

beyond the classroom setting! 

DEGREE APPLICATION 

Pastors; Teachers; Counselors; 

ADT-1 

ADT-4 

ADT-7 

ADT-10 

PTM-3 

ABS-4 

ABS-9 

========== 

ELECTIVES 

Divine Trinity & Christology 

Eschatology 

Contemporary Apologetics 

The Holy Spirit of God 

Practical Life Teaching 

Lessons in Faith & Leadership 

Facing Apostasy 

Mandatory Courses – Credits 

ELECTIVE CREDITS NEEDED 

5 

5 

5 

5 

10 

10 

5 

45 

15 

Written Thesis Required TOTAL REQUIRED CREDITS 60 

NOTE:  For complete course descriptions refer to the THBI Course Catalog. 

NOTE:  Courses previously taken in Masters or Bachelor Degree Programs may be replaced by an 

approved alternate course selection. 

NOTE:  Instructions for preparing and submitting a Doctoral Thesis or Masters Dissertation are 

set in the next section with guidelines in Appendix A. 

 

Review:  Key THBI Policies & Practices, “Degree Programs – Administrative Procedure Policies”; 

  “Graduate Degree Papers – Administrative Policies” & “… Evaluation Policies” 
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MULTI-TIER DEGREE PROGRAMS 

For those students with the goal of earning an advanced degree - - Master’s or Doctorate - - we offer 

Multiple Level Degree programs which begin at the Bachelor Degree level and completes with either a 

Master’s Degree or a Doctoral Degree! 

➔ Two Multi-Tier Degree Programs are offered:   

 Complete Master’s Program  

 Complete Doctoral Program 

BENEFITS of MULTI-TIER DEGREE PROGRAM - -  

➢ You register ONCE for the “MTD” program of your choice. 

➢ There is a SINGLE enrollment process that covers all degree programs 

➢ Tuitions for all degrees in your chosen “MTD” program is combined into a single tuition. 

➢ Tuition pay plans have extended time frames to provide lower monthly payments. 

PROCEDURES 

Upon acceptance into the Multi-Level Degree Program, you will begin the study courses in the 

Bachelor’s Degree Study Program in the field you chose at enrollment. 

As soon as you earn your Bachelor’s Degree, your Bachelor’s Degree Certificate is sent to you followed 

by the first course of your Master’s Degree Study Program.  Upon successful completion of your 

Master’s Degree Study Program, your Master’s Degree Certificate is sent to you.  

If you are in the Doctoral Degree “MTD” Program, following the successful completion of your 

Master’s Degree studies, the first of your Doctoral Degree studies are sent to you. 

 

MULTIPLE GRADUATE DEGREE PROGRAMS 

For Post-Graduate Students who desire to “compound” their ministry knowledge and understanding, 

THBI provides the opportunity for a graduate of a Master’s Degree Program or a Doctorate Degree 

Program, to enroll in a “same level” degree study program to earn an additional degree! 

Master’s Degree Graduates can enroll for an additional Master’s Degree. 

Doctorate Degree Graduates can enroll for an additional Doctorate Degree. 

Graduate Students who enroll in the “Multiple Degree Program”, are entitled to a significant discount for 

the additional, “same level” degree study program. 

➢ See: “Special Discount Offers” Section for details on tuition discounts. 

ELIGIBILITY 
A student must successfully complete his/her first graduate degree program before he/she can enroll for 

an additional degree. 

PROCEDURES 
Registration - - Normal Registration Process and Fees apply the additional degree study program.   

Enrollment - -  

 THBI Graduates are required to complete and submit a “Simplified Enrollment Package” 

 New THBI Students must complete & submit a Regular New Student Enrollment Package 
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HONORARY DOCTORATE DEGREE PROGRAM 

As do many other Bible Colleges, THBI offers an honorary doctoral degree program for those who have 

achieved a level of excellence and distinction in ministry leadership that is worthy of being recognized in 

this manner.   

Do not make the mistake of believing that this is simply a “shortcut” whereby you can bypass the effort 

required to attain this level of achievement.   

➢ Honorary does not mean “easier” … in fact it is often a much greater price to pay in terms of the 

investment of effort and study gained through the course of life in the ministry to be recognized 

in this manner. 

Honorary means “HONORED” 

We recognize that many in life have not had the opportunity to attend a Bible College, but that the Lord has 

indeed educated this person through personal Bible study, application in life and ministry and have much 

knowledge that can never be attained from “book study”! 

Therefore, our “honorary” doctoral degree is more accurately described as an “equivalent degree granted 

with honor” but as this is not the customary and recognized nomenclature of colleges, we are restricted to 

identifying ours as an “honorary” degree.   

To be honored with a THBI “equivalent” degree, one must indeed prove that such an honor is valid, and the 

candidate is in fact qualified to be granted this degree!  

An honorary doctoral degree is available to the person who meets our qualifications and successfully 

completes the evaluation process. 

An honorary degree cannot be purchased from True Hope Bible Institute. 

The honorary Doctoral Degrees we offer at this time are: 

D.Evan.  = Doctor of Evangelism  

D.CMin   = Doctor of Christian Ministries 

D.D. = Doctor of Divinity 

D.Th  = Doctor of Theology

 

To receive an honorary degree, the applicant must be able to prove his or her knowledge and experience.  

An application, examination and written paper are all part of the process. 

HONORARY DOCTORATE DEGREE REQUIREMENTS 

If you are a Pastor, Evangelist, or Leader of an active Christian ministry, True Hope Bible Institute may 

be able to grant you an Honorary Doctoral Degree on the basis of I Timothy 5:17, if you meet the 

following qualifications:  

THBI Student Qualifications - -  

➢ Be Born Again ... This is a school to prepare one for service/leadership in Christian Ministry   

➢ Be 18 years of age.   

➢ Be a High School Graduate or have a High School Equivalency Credential   

➢ Be a moderate (or higher) Biblical Thinker 

➢ Be financially able to meet the modest terms for tuition and fees.   
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THBI HONORARY DEGREE QUALIFICATIONS (In addition to Student Qualifications) 

➢ Must be at least 30 years old.  

➢ Produce evidence that you are a licensed and ordained minister of the Gospel.  

➢ Verify that you have at least 10 years of full-time or part-time ministerial experience.  

➢ Secure the endorsements of two other licensed/ ordained ministers or prominent Church leaders.  

➢ Complete an Honorary Doctoral Application and Evaluation package which may be obtained 

by written request to: 

True Hope Bible Institute  

P.O. Box 2474  

Springfield, MO  65801   

Attention:  Honorary Doctoral Program 

The Honorary Degree “Evaluation Process” consists of: 

➢ Application:  Submitting a proper and completed application form along with the documentation 

mentioned above. 

➢ Examinations:  Worldview Assessment Examination; Passing multiple Bible knowledge 

examinations, both general and in the field for which you are a candidate 

➢ Dissertation:  Submitting a Doctoral Dissertation dealing with a topic within the field of ministry 

for which you are seeking the Doctoral Degree.  

o Dissertation requirements are exactly the same as an earned Doctoral Degree - see Appendix A 

➢ Interviews:  Upon acceptance of your application the candidate will be required to undergo at 

least one and probably all of the following interviews: 

o Preliminary Interview:  Conducted by a Ministry Director of True Hope Ministries of 

America  in order to ascertain the motivation for the candidate seeking the honorary doctorate; 

o Dissertation Interview:  Conducted by the Chancellor or the THBI Student Consultant 

assigned to the candidate, reviewing the evaluation of his/her dissertation; 

o Completion Interview:  Conducted by the Chancellor of THBI for final assessment of the 

candidate concerning the desired honorary doctorate. 

Interviews serve the purposes of:  First helping us establish a relationship with the candidate that will 

hopefully continue beyond the granting of the doctorate; Second, interviews help us to verify and 

validate candidates’ eligibility for an honorary degree. 

Upon successful completion of your Application and Evaluation process, you will be awarded the 

Honorary Doctoral Degree for which you have applied. 
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Writing assignments are required for all THBI students in all Degree Study Programs.   

There are two types of papers that are part of every study program, assigned and elective.  The elective 

papers are those that may be found in a particular course that will be clearly identified as “voluntary” or 

“extra”, which are totally at the student’s discretion as to whether or not he/she submits such a paper, and 

elective papers do not affect a student’s grade or credits - - however, elective papers are reviewed for 

commentary by the student’s Live Study Consultant (“LSC”) and favorable reviews may give the student 

the recognition of “Graduate with Honors” when the degree certificate is awarded. 

Purpose of General Writing Assignments 

Writing Assignments throughout the Degree Study Programs are intended to prepare the student to 

achieve success for two key levels:  First - Submitting degree level written papers that show the student’s 

understanding; Second - More importantly these assignments develop the student’s abilities to give or 

impart practical life application of the student’s gained knowledge to other people - - which is the true 

goal for effective, practical ministry! 

➔ And, Effective, Practical Ministry is the aim of the True Hope Bible Institute! 

Now frankly, there’s not a lot of difference between: 

1. An Essay - - An essay is a "short formal piece of writing dealing with a single subject".  It 

is typically written to try to persuade the reader using selected research evidence   

2. A Treatise - - A formal, systematic article or book on some subject, one in which the conclusions are 

based on a detailed consideration of factual evidence or governing principles and explained to a point 

of understanding. 

3. A Thesis - - A treatise advancing an original point of view as a result of research:  Beginning with a 

statement to be proven or supported by the research presented therein.  You are expected only to use 

the research of others and provide your own analysis on your discoveries. It demonstrates your level 

of critical and analytical thinking and defines the subject that you are most interested in pursuing 

within your field. 

4. A Dissertation - - A treatise advancing a new point of view resulting from research; a requirement 

for an advanced academic degree.  With a dissertation, you are expected to use the research of others 

only to guide you in your own research to come up with a completely new hypothesis. 

➢ DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A DISSERTATION AND A THESIS - Example: 

Thesis on Prayer:  A student begins with a proposition that his or her research shall support.  

Beginning with the THESIS STATEMENT:  “Without prayer, Fellowship with God is not 

possible.”  This statement is then followed by the research presented in the personal style of the 

student which includes the references to the research material used. 

Dissertation on Prayer:  A student presents a teaching on prayer from personal experience that 

has developed his/her original point of view, for instance presenting “I have found that prayer is 

an effective way by which to experience intimate fellowship with God because of …”  
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Final Bachelor/Graduate Degree Papers 

The purpose of a final paper, thesis or dissertation is this:  To exhibit that the student has developed 

mastery in his or her field of study. 

➢ Bachelor Degree:   Mastered the necessary COMPREHENSION of the knowledge studied 

➢ Master’s Degree: Mastered the necessary UNDERSTANDING of the materials studied 

➢ Doctorate Degree: Mastered VITAL DISCIPLINES of the field of study. 

NOTE: Knowledge alone is not sufficient to write a passing graduate paper!  If you submit a paper that 

only showcases what you know, or think you know about a subject, topic or issue - - your paper 

will fail, which means you have failed your entire degree study program! 

ALL DEGREE PROGRAM students must make three important transitions:   

1. The transition FROM: “How much knowledge I have”; TO: “How much comprehension have I 

developed?”   

2. The transition FROM:  “Disseminating knowledge to others” (mere academic exercise); TO: “The 

ability to impart understanding to others” (THBI’s definition of “Teaching”) 

3. The transition FROM:  “Being a learner”; TO:  “Being a LEADER” 

Additionally, especially in the case of the graduate level student, the thesis or dissertation shows the 

THBI Leadership if you have made these transitions or not.   

Therefore:  Your graduate paper must convince the Reviewer that you:    

  1) Comprehend the knowledge about and,   

  2) Have developed UNDERSTANDING of the subject you are presenting and, 3) You can be a  

   LEADER in ministry service.  

DEGREE PROGRAM STUDIES FINAL PAPER WRITING REQUIREMENTS 

All THBI students are required to illustrate their level of learning advancement and abilities 

development in order to receive their respective degree. 

Bachelor Degree Program:   Final Paper Requirements are found in “Appendix A”.  

Objectives: 

At THBI, both the thesis and dissertation are required to exhibit the ability of the graduate level 

student to guide or assist the reader into understanding the point of view, perspective, concerns 

and conclusions of the paper.   

While gaining knowledge is important, a well written paper that only shows how much the student 

knows misses the entire purpose of the requirements!  Or, to so how well the student comprehends 

his/her knowledge, again, fails to achieve the objectives of what THBI requires. 

Also, merely stating a position or conclusion will not be sufficient to meet the requirements of THBI - - 

while academic ability is vital, the application is equally or more so - - therefore, the student must be 

able to help the reader gain the benefit of personal application of the conclusions of the paper.      
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:   

Knowledge:  Simply - - acquired information about one or more topics, subjects, issues, concerns or 

interests.  Knowledge by itself really serves no useful purpose:   

1 Corinthians 8:1-3 (NKJV)  

“… We know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies.  

“And if anyone thinks that he knows anything, he knows nothing yet as he ought to 

know …” (Emphasis added) 

Comprehend:  Explain and/or illustrate what the knowledge (acquired information) actually means - -  

Example:  “Sin” - - Student should be able to explain its origin, its propagation, its results (in a 

general sense) socially and culturally and its effects or what it produces (specifically) 

upon and within the lives of individuals 

Understand:  The ability to correctly apply in practical fashion, the truth about the subject you are writing 

- - especially to assist others in applying this truth in their own lives. 

Example:  “Sin” - - Students should be able to explain to the readers (of this hypothetical paper) 

how sin specifically affects individual lives, how to guard against sin, what leads an 

individual to commit acts of sin (temptation) and how to defeat temptation so they will 

avoid committing sinful acts. 

Leadership Qualities:  The ability to IMPART UNDERSTANDING TO OTHERS; take other people 

in the correct direction; show others how to do a thing - - that is:  You must 

show the reader how to correctly apply the subject truth to their lives in a 

manner that genuinely benefits them. 

➔ For a student of True Hope Bible Institute to be approved to receive his or her graduate 

degree, either Masters or Doctoral degree – INCLUDING AN HONORARY 

DOCTORAL DEGREE – the student must be able to exhibit that he/she has a sound 

understanding of his/her field of study, to the extent that he/she is able to impart his or 

her understanding into the life of another person. 

Without writing a passing thesis or dissertation, the only thing that is proven by the completion of a 

student’s degree program curriculum is that he/she was able to pass a quantity of open book exams - - 

which can be accomplished without the student actually acquiring the ability and astuteness necessary to 

effectively minister the intended outcome of that curriculum. 

Consider this:  A Master’s Degree means that you have mastered the understanding in a certain field 

that then qualifies you to lead in that field!  A Doctoral Degree means that you have mastered the 

disciplines of the field of study so that you are actually able to discriminately administer to others what 

they need from your field of expertise for their own lives!  (Much like a medical doctor able to prescribe 

or administer medicines based on his diagnosis of the patient’s situation.) 

Only time will truly tell if you have reached such a level of mastery or not, but the dissertation or thesis 

is the initial evidence showing that you have indeed achieved that level of understanding. 

While the thesis or dissertation does not add study credits, the student cannot pass the graduate degree 

program without submitting a successful dissertation or thesis paper.  
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Why?  Because instead of merely answering predetermined questions, the student must start with a 

position of faith and not just support that position, but do so in agreement with the spirit and intent of 

God’s purposes, plans and priorities as they are clearly made known in the Bible - - and to do so with the 

result being that the reader of the student’s paper is benefitted by what is said in that paper. 

General Assignments 

Required papers are mandatory and must be completed in order for a student to complete and graduate 

the Degree Study Program in which he/she is enrolled.  Required writing assignments and papers are 

non-optional and failure to complete assignment or paper will result in the student’s failing the entire 

Degree Study Program. 

➔ ALL WRITING ASSIGNMENTS ARE ASSESSED AS EITHER PASS OR FAIL.  

Grades and/or credit values are not awarded for writing assignments. 

GRADUATE PAPERS 

Failure to complete a dissertation or thesis, or to receive a passing review on a thesis or dissertation will 

result in the student failing his/her degree program with no refund or other favorable consideration 

granted to the “failed student”. 

➢ Second Submission Opportunities - - In the event that a student does not receive a favorable or 

passing review on a thesis or dissertation, he or she may be given an opportunity to recover from the 

failure based on the following conditions: 

o The student has historically engaged the services of his/her LSC throughout his/her study 

courses for exam reviews; 

o The student has historically engaged the advisory services of his/her LSC in preparing prior 

writing assignments; 

o The student has engaged the advisory services of his/her LSC in the development of the current 

writing assignment “at issue"; 

o The student conducts positive interaction with his/her LSC; or with THBI leadership should 

they become involved.  

NOTE:  THBI is not obligated to provide any “Second Submission Opportunity” and any offer 

to provide a “Second Submission Opportunity” is solely at the discretion of THBI.  

That being stated, the leadership and associates of THBI, as well as the Directors of 

True Hope Ministries of America (of which the Bible college is an integrate 

component)  

truly desire for every student to successfully complete his/her Degree Study Program 

earning their degree.  Historically, we have chosen to work with any student who 

displays a teachable spirit, has a cooperative attitude and who shows a desire to be 

successful (rather than to prove how much they already know or how successful they 

already are). 
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A. BACHELOR’S DEGREE STUDY PROGRAMS 

The order and schedule of the writing assignments for all Bachelor Degree Programs are as follows: 

1. Essay Assignment - - Student must write an essay on an assigned topic.  The topic will be  

  assigned from one of the courses of study completed by the student. 

a. Schedule: Essay Assignments will be given at completion of about ¼ of the required  

  study credits. 

2. Positional Paper - -  Student must explain his/her position on an assigned topic/issue,  

  providing both Scripture support and other research that will show the  

  basis for the position taken.  This paper is not meant to convert an  

  opponent, but rather to cause the reader to understand and accept your  

  position as legitimate. 

a. Schedule: Positional Papers will be assigned at completion of about ½ of the required  

  study credits. 

3. Sermon or Lesson - -  Student must submit either:  1) Sermon on a given subject; 2) Lesson on  

  a given topic.    

  In either case, the submission must be realistic and usable  

  in a “real life” situation, that is, the sermon must be one that can be  

  delivered to a congregation, and the lesson must one that can be taught to  

  a class.  The type of paper will be based on the field of study you have  

  chosen – plus – the type of ministry you believe you are called to,  

  exclamatory (preaching); exhortive (preaching); edifying (teaching);  

  encouraging (teaching). 

a. Schedule:  Sermon/Lesson assignment will be made at completion of about ¾ required  

  study credits. 

4. Final Term Paper - -  Summary of Studies Understanding:  The focus of this paper is to impart  

  understanding to the reader of what you now understand as a result of  

  completing your selected Degree Study Program.  

a. Schedule: Work on the Final Term Paper will begin when all study credits have been  

  completed. 

NOTE:  The “Final Term Paper” must receive a passing review in order to receive an 

exemption from the “Admissions Paper” requirement should you choose to enroll in one of the 

Master’s Degree Programs of THBI. 

B. MASTER’S DEGREE STUDY PROGRAMS 

The order and schedule of the writing assignments for all Master’s Degree Programs are as follows: 

1. Admissions Paper - - All new THBI students eligible to enter at the Master’s Degree level (see  

  eligibility requirement in THBI Student Handbook), must write and submit  

  an Admission Paper termed “Ministry Gift Review”. 

a. Exemption: The final term paper with a “passing review” of a prior THBI bachelor’s  

  degree student shall be credited for this requirement.  
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2. Mid-term Paper - - This is an INSTRUCTIVE POSITIONAL PAPER:   

  This paper will be expected to give instruction, with the goal of imparting  

  understanding to the reader, the importance of and application of an  

  assigned topic/subject.  Example:  “The Importance, and Methods, of  

  Evangelizing Young Adults”.  

  This paper will express your position on the topic, as well to impart   

  understanding to the reader about both why and how to adopt your position  

  in a way that will be fruitful for God’s kingdom. 

a. Schedule:  Mid-term Paper will be assigned at completion of about ½ of the required  

  study credits. 

3. Master’s Thesis - - This paper will be developed with the advice and approval of the student’s  

  LSC or other THBI leader.   

  The Master’s Thesis MUST RECEIVE A PASSING REVIEW in order to pass  

  his/her Master’s Degree Study program and receive the Master’s Degree  

  the student has endeavored to earn. 

a. Schedule: Thesis preparation shall begin after completion of all required study credits. 

NOTE:  The “Master’s Thesis” must receive a passing review in order to receive an exemption 

from the “Admissions Paper” requirement for the Doctoral Degree Programs of THBI. 

DOCTORATE DEGREE STUDY PROGRAMS  

The order and schedule of the writing assignments for all Doctoral Degree Programs are as follows: 

1. Admissions Paper - - All new THBI students eligible to enroll at the Doctorate Study Degree  

  level (see eligibility requirement in THBI Student Handbook), must either:   

  Write and submit an Admission Paper as assigned by the student’s LSC (or  

  the leadership of THBI); OR, the new student may provide a copy of their  

  master’s degree thesis, approved by their previous Bible College.   

a. Exemption: The “Master’s Thesis” of a THBI master’s degree graduate shall give the  

  Doctoral student an exemption for this requirement. 

2. Mid-term Paper - -  This assignment shall be based on the degree student’s area of study, as  

  detailed below. 

a. Schedule: Mid-term assignments shall be made at completion of about ½ of the  

  required study credits. 

i. Doctorate of Bible Studies:   

Complete Bible Book Study Outline (book assigned by the LSC)  

Focus of Paper = Theme or Purpose of book 

Objective =  Provide student with a correct understanding from the detailed  

  study of the assigned book of the Bible. 
ii.  Doctorate of Ministry: 

Complete Lesson Outline of assigned Scripture topic; 

Focus of Paper = Identifying a Biblical Life Principle or Truth 

Objective =  Impart understanding so the reader shall be able to effectively  

  apply to their everyday life this principle or truth. 
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iii. Doctorate of Theology: 

Bible Book Commentary 

Focus of Paper = Identify or reveal a Truth of God or a Divine Attribute 

Objective =  Impart to the reader an understanding of:  How to apply in the  

  this revealed truth divine attribute into the reader’s - -  

  - - Personal Life, and either 

  - - Congregation, or 

  - - Community 
3. Doctoral Dissertation: This paper must be developed with the advice and approval of the student’s  

  LSC, starting with approval of the subject matter followed by the LSC’s  

  evaluation of the student’s preliminary outline or draft of the dissertation.   

  The LSC’s approval and/or advice of the dissertation subject matter is not  

  an indication of the final outcome.  

  Dissertations are evaluated by a person other than the student’s LSC and  

  MUST RECEIVE A PASSING REVIEW in order to complete the Doctorate  

  Degree Study program and receive the Doctorate Degree the student has so  

  endeavored to earn. 

THESIS & DISSERTATION GUIDELINES 
 

• Review:  “Key THBI Policies & Practices, “Graduate Degree Papers …” 

• See the “Graduate Paper Guidelines” – Appendix A 

 

 

The distance learning format of T.H.B.I. does not allow for the typical “campus college” graduation 

services, therefore because we do not have the necessary facilities, we do not conduct graduation 

ceremonies. 

Because tuition does not include covering travel/lodging costs, should a student desire a THBI official to 

award his/her degree during a church service (for instance) the student would be required to pay for these 

costs in addition to the student’s tuition. 

However, if your local church would be willing to conduct an award ceremony presenting the degree to 

you in honor of your accomplishment - - we will be glad to work with your local pastor or church 

leadership to coordinate an appropriate graduation award ceremony for you. 

Finally, if a graduating student’s local pastor would like to invite Dr. Timothy Hoflund to conduct a 

weekend sermon series, revival meeting or other ministry event, we will be most happy to include a time 

for an awards ceremony during the ministry event. 
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A. REGISTRATION FEES:  

➢ Registration Fees are PER DEGREE PROGRAM - - not per semester or school year! 

➢ All students must pay a one-time Registration Fee for each degree program being enrolled in. 

Upon completing a Bachelor’s Degree, the student must pay a registration fee if he/she wishes to 

enroll in the Master’s Degree Program, and likewise for the Doctoral Degree Program. 

o NOTE:  Students who choose to enroll in a Multi-Tier or Complete Degree Program will only 

pay a single Registration fee that covers all degree programs included in that specific program. 

➢  Registration Fee covers initial costs of establishing the student’s records, transcripts, postage and 

handling and administrative costs.  

➢ Registration Fees are NOT refundable after the “Reconsideration Period” of 3 business days. 

 

B. STUDENT TUITION: 

➢ Tuition is the actual cost for being a student in a degree (or other study) program with the True 

Hope Bible Institute of True Hope Ministries of America. 

➢ Tuition pays for the ENTIRE Degree Program in which you enroll - - Tuition IS NOT charged: 

o Per Course 

o Per Credit 

o Per Semester 

o Per Year 

➢ Tuition is ALL INCLUSIVE - - The tuition you pay includes the costs for:  All required 

curriculum; All elective curriculum; All required resources (digital Bible Reference Library) and; 

The services of your assigned Live Study Consultant! 

o Tuition DOES NOT INCLUDE:  Postage/shipping costs incurred by the students; 

Supplemental study texts or curriculum; Course Fees beyond the necessary study courses to 

complete the student’s chosen degree program; Any other extemporaneous materials or services. 

➢ Tuition may be paid in full in advance OR may be paid by installments as offered by one of the 

THBI Tuition Payment Plans 

 

A. REGISTER FOR STUDENT ENROLLMENT 

➢ Registration fees vary according to the degree program you wish to enroll for. 

➢ Registration fees are published in the “Fees & Tuitions” section. 

➢ Registration fees are in addition to the student’s tuition. 

➢ Registration begins the enrollment procedures 

1. Student File is created at the THBI office. 

2. Live Study Consultant is assigned to work with student. 

3. THBI mails “Enrollment Package” to the newly registered student. 
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B. COMPLETE AND SUBMIT “ENROLLMENT PACKAGE” 

➢ Enrollment Package contains: 

1. THBI Student Handbook 

2. THBI Course Catalog 

3. Student Application 

4. Tuition Payment Plan Agreement 

5. Admissions Exams Book 

a) Admissions Exams include a written exam that must be completed and returned with 

application 

b) Admissions Exams include an “online” Biblical Worldview Exam that must be 

passed with a minimum level/grade of “Moderate Biblical Worldview”. 

6. Application Checklist   

7. Pre-addressed return envelopes 

8. Must be completed within 60 days of Enrollment Package mailing to be accepted. 

C. ENROLLMENT PROCESSING 

➢ Student mails completed enrollment package to THBI 

➢ THBI grades the admissions/entrance exams 

➢ THBI either accepts or rejects student enrollment based on eligibility & qualifications 

➢ Upon acceptance, THBI mails “New Student Welcome Package”. 

1. New Student Welcome Package includes: 

i. Welcome letter & New Student Documentation 

ii. Bible Resource Library CD 

iii. First Course Materials:  Books/study guides and/or course exams 

iv. Return envelope for Course Exam 

COMPARE OUR NOMINAL PRICES 

The goal of the True Hope Bible Institute is to provide students with an excellent Biblical education, 

at the lowest possible cost.  Our total costs for a DOCTORATE Degree are $100’s (and in many cases, 

$1,000’s) lower than most schools’ fees for a Bachelor’s Degree! 

Why should a school charge more than is necessary for its regular operation and reasonable growth 

projections?  The cost of a degree or the amount of time involved does not necessarily increase the 

quality of education.  So, why pay an exorbitant fee to one school for the very same studies resulting in 

the same degree that you can get elsewhere for much less money?   

Any time you’re going to spend money, especially a significant investment; you should shop around 

and compare prices.  Thus, we have deliberately priced our degrees very low, because we desire to serve 

more students with an excellent foundational education at a modest investment rather than huge costs! 

The True Hope Bible Institute offers one of the best investments you will ever have available to you.  

Because not only are our fees and tuitions very affordable, we offer an interest free payment plan and 

finally - - all required books and resources are included in the tuition!    
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HOW IS SUCH A LOW TUITION POSSBLE?  

People wonder how we can afford to do all of this at the low tuition costs we offer. 

D. Primarily No Salaries Are Paid!  The staff members and Ministry Directors along with qualified 

Ministry Members of True Hope Ministries of America volunteer to serve in roles that a faculty would 

normally be hired to take care of!  Therefore, we do not need to pay staff/faculty salaries.   

E. Low/No Overhead Costs!  Furthermore, True Hope Bible Institute is not weighted down with 

overhead and costs for: 

• Spacious grounds or a big campus to support; 

• Beautiful gardens to maintain; 

• Huge buildings and dormitories to maintain; 

• Expensive recreational facilities and equipment;   

• A vast library building to keep up. 

When you see lavish furnishings and extravagant decoration, guess who pays for it? 

You do - - the student!   THBI does not have these cost that must be paid for! 

The major assets of True Hope Bible Institute are the priceless treasures of the Word of God, the 

ministry directors and leaders of True Hope Ministries of America, and student satisfaction.  

We operate out of relatively small offices.  

If you paid us an on-site visit, all you would see are offices with our computers, shelves of Bible Courses 

and filing cabinets full of records and perhaps the volunteer or part-time office help.  

A great deal of our administrative services are performed via the internet. 

Student Consultants are located in various cities around the U.S. and work with staff and students via 

phone and internet/web conferencing - - again, no building or floor space is required at our national office 

to accommodate these valuable ministers! 

The THMA/THBI Reference Library is primarily digital - - thus while the physical library requires the 

second most floor space in our offices, the greatest part of our hundreds and hundreds of Bibles and 

Reference/Study Books are contained and accessed via the internet! 

These elements all work together to provide students a high-quality Bible and Ministerial education 

on a distance learning basis, at what are undeniably very affordable tuition costs.   

 

Review: Key THBI Policies & Practices, “Student Eligibility, Enrollment & Admissions”, pg. 81 
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TUITIONS PER DEGREE:  Tuitions are all inclusive !   

For each degree (Bachelor’s, Master’s, Doctorate) the tuition includes all costs for course books, grading, 

thesis or dissertation evaluation services, certificates, shipping/postage & handling incurred by the 

school, student records maintenance and everything else for which many other institutions charge 

“extra”!   

Well, you don’t need (or like) unexpected expenses that are buried deep in the “fine print” and we don’t 

like them either … so we don’t do it!  

Digital Bible Reference Library by WordSearch (or similar resource) is included in the tuition costs 

of all degree programs.  This digital library is packed with literally hundreds of teaching resources 

including Bibles, commentaries, handbooks, dictionaries, and more. 

ALL REQUIRED DIGITAL BOOKS which are in addition to the student’s Digital Bible 

Reference Library are also included in the tuition costs!  Such Required books are ordered by 

THBI and electronically delivered to the student at the times needed for the Study Courses. 

NOTE:  Supplemental books and/or recommended reading materials ARE NOT INCLUDED in your 

tuition, but then we don’t require that you read supplemental and/or recommended 

materials.  These are just suggested for the added value you will gain by acquiring them!  IF 

we require you to read a book or publication to earn your degree (as stated above), 

then that required literature is included in your tuition.  

TOTAL INVESTMENT PER DEGREE 

DEGREE 
STUDENT 
TUITION 

 
 

Registration 
Fee 

 

= 

Total  
Investment 

BACHELORS $1560.00  $150.00 = $1710.00 

MASTERS* $1080.00  $200.00 = $1280.00 

Multi-Tier 
Masters** 

$2250.00 
(25% Discount) 

 
$245.00 

(30% Discount) = $2495.00 

DOCTORAL* $1200.00  $230.00 = $1430.00 

Multi-Tier 
Doctoral** 

$3060.00 
BEST VALUE! 

 
$406.00 

(30% Discount) = $3466.00 

*Single Graduate Degree Programs are for the students who already have their Bachelor’s Degrees 

and are ready to attain his/her Master’s Degree; or already have both Bachelor and Masters degrees 

and are ready to earn their Doctoral degree. 

**Multi-Level Degree Programs are for students who desire to earn Bachelor and Master’s or 

Bachelor’s through Doctoral degrees in a combined program in their chosen field of Ministry    
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I. REGISTRATION FEES:   

Registration fees must be paid in full and must precede or accompany your registration in order 

to begin the application process to become a student of True Hope Bible Institute.   There are NO 

payment plans available for your registration fee.   

A. ONLINE PAYMENTS - - Payments may be made by PayPal which will accept your major charge 

card or your bank debit card.   

1. PAYPAL ACCESS IS LOCATED ON THE T.H.B.I. WEBSITE  
B. BANK INSTRUMENTS: REGISTRATION FEES MAY BE PAID USING ANY OF THE FOLLOWING METHODS 

WHICH MUST ACCOMPANY – BE ATTACHED TO – THE REGISTRATION FORM. 
1. MONEY ORDERS 
2. CASHIER’S CHECKS 
3. PERSONAL CHECKS - - Upon prior notification to, and agreement, by the THBI office. 

II.  TUITION PAYMENTS 

Tuition payment must accompany the Enrollment Application in order for the student’s enrollment 

to be processed.  Enrollment Application Packages submitted to THBI without tuition being 

satisfied will not be processed and after sixty (60) days, the Enrollment Package will be discarded 

A. TUITION PAYMENT OPTIONS - - The accepted methods of satisfying THBI tuition are: 

1. TUITION PAID IN FULL:  Prior to or accompanying the Enrollment Application Package 

2. TUITION PAYMENT PLAN:  The selection form and first payment must accompany the student  

  application at the time of submission – for processing of application.  

B. ACCEPTABLE FORMS OF TUITION PAYMENT - - Whether “In Full” or by a payment plan, 

payments for tuition may be made by any of the following: 

1. ONLINE PAYMENTS:  PayPal - - may be accessed from the THBI website. 

2. BANK INSTRUMENTS: 

a) Bank Cashier Checks 

b) Money Orders:  For a maximum of $1,000.00  

c) Personal Checks - - Upon prior notification to and approval by THBI office. 

III. TUITION PAYMENT PLANS:  

A. Monthly Plan:  After the initial Registration Fee, a student may pay for his or her entire Degree 

Tuition over an equal number of monthly payments.   

1. Plan Selection: Students must select from a Payment Plan Schedule published/offered by THBI. 

a. Students may not set their own payment terms and conditions. 

2. Expectations:  Monthly payments mean we expect to receive a payment each month regardless of  

  your progress through the course material. 

a. We do not have a “pay as you go” plan – meaning you don’t pay a little bit for each course 

on the submission of a course exam.  The Tuition Pay Plan is a structured monthly payment 

plan regardless of how many – if any – courses you complete each month. 

b. This is an HONOR arrangement - - we expect you to honor your commitment and your word! 

http://thbinst.com/regstr.html
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c. Staying current with your monthly payment plan installments plays a big role in maintaining 

the status of being a “student in good standing”! 

i. Monthly payments are expected regardless of your current progress in your course 

work! 

ii.  If we do not receive a monthly payment that is due, we may assume that you are 

not remaining an active student.  (See:  Student Withdrawal/Termination Policies) 

 DEGREE PROGRAM 
 Student 

Tuition 

3 

Months  

 6 

Months 

9 

Months  

12 

Months  

 15 

Months 

18 

Months 

 Bachelor’s Degree $1560.00 $520.00 $260.00 $173.33 $130.00  ---- ---- 

 Master's Degree $1080.00 $360.00 $180.00 $120.00 $  90.00  ---- ---- 

 Doctoral Degree $1200.00 $400.00 $200.00 $133.33 $ 100.00  ---- ---- 

 Multi-Level Master’s Program 

(Bachelor’s Degree + Master’s) 

$2250.00 
Nearly 15% 

Discount 
$ 750.00 $375.00 $250.00 $187.50 

 
$150.00 $125.00 

Multi-Level Doctoral 

Program 
(Bachelor’s-Master’s-Doctorate) 

 $3060.00 
Nearly 18% 

Discount 
$1020.00 $510.00 $340.00 $255.00 

 

$204.00 $170.00 

NOTE:  We do not perform any credit check or background check.   

               There are NO finance charges or interest rates charged for monthly payment plans.  

 

 

THMA MEMBER SCHOLARSHIPS:  Any member of True Hope Ministries of America (General 

Member or Ministry Member) in good standing, may apply for a “THMA Member Scholarship”. 

Provided to assist our Fellowship Members who have a desire to gain a greater academic education in 

Bible studies and Ministry services, a “Member Scholarship” provides substantial savings to the 

“Member Student”. 

SCHOLARSHIP POLICIES 

Qualifications - - To apply for a scholarship, the applicant must:  

1. Be an EXISTING MEMBER (General* or Ministry* level) of True Hope Ministries of America 

2. Membership must be in good standing with True Hope Ministries of America.    

Applicants may be either a General Member* or Ministry Member* of THMA 

3. Submit a “Member Scholarship” application BEFORE submitting registration forms or fees. 

a. Scholarship savings are NOT automatic for members, an application must be submitted! 
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*THMA Membership Application - - To apply for General Membership with True Hope Ministries of 

America, an individual must submit a properly completed “General Membership” application. 

➢ Application Fees:  There are no application fees for general membership in True Hope Ministries of  

  America. 

➢ Membership Dues: There are no typical membership dues for General Membership in True Hope  

  Ministries of America   

  Regular financial support for THMA is required of General Members, but  

  this requirement is waived for members who maintain “student status” in THBI 

➢ How to Apply:   General Membership Applications may be obtained via the internet – (see: The  

  Ministry Behind the School - - Internet Services.) 
 

SCHOLARSHIP SAVINGS - -  
➢ REGISTRATION FEES 

o Registration fees are not discounted with the following exception: 

▪ The registration fee for a spouse of the primary student shall be waived entirely provided that 

BOTH applicants are members of THMA before registering; both applicants enroll at the same 

time; both applicants are taking the same courses. 

➢ TUITION COSTS 

o Scholarship savings are a minimum of 15% discount off regular tuition. 

o Scholarship savings are applicable to Multi-Tier Degree Program tuition 

o Scholarship savings may not be used in combination with Special Discount savings. 
 

 

Review: Key THBI Policies & Practices, “Student Eligibility, Enrollment & Admissions”, pg. 81 
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Scholarships may not be combined with Special Discounts.  

More than ONE Special Discount is not allowed & Special Discounts may not be combined. 

Some discounts may be applied to the Multi-Tier Degree Programs 
 

I. MULTI-TIER DEGREE PROGRAMS 

A. Multiple Progressive Degrees combined into a single program at discounted tuition. 

B. The Multi-Tiered Degree Programs currently offered are:  

1. Multi-Tiered Master’s Program:  Combines Bachelor and Master’s Degrees 

2. Multi-Tiered Doctorate Program: Combines Bachelor, Master’s and Doctorate Degrees 

II. MULTIPLE DEGREE PROGRAMS 

A. Graduate Level Students may enroll for additional degrees of the same level as follows: 

1. Multiple Master’s Degrees:  25% Discount on Tuition for each additional Master’s Degree 

2. Multiple Doctorate Degrees:  40% Discount on Tuition for each additional Doctorate Degree 

III. SPOUSE ENROLLMENT 

A. Fees Explanation:   

1. Registration Fee: Each student must pay FULL Registration Fee.  THBI does not receive 

  discounts for the initial “hard expense” items the registration fees cover. 

2. Tuition: 50% Tuition Discount for the husband or wife of the “Primary Student” 

a. Primary Student - -  Pays FULL Tuition 

b. Second Student (spouse) - -  Pays ½ Tuition 

B. Enrollment Requirements: 

1. Proof of Marriage must accompany enrollment application 

2. Spouse must satisfy ALL eligibility and qualification requirements of THBI to enroll. 

3. Spouse must enroll simultaneously with Primary Student, prior to the Primary Student’s 

completion of his/her first course/module. 

4. Spouse must enroll for the identical Degree Study Program as the Primary Student 

a. Primary Student and Spouse must share Program Curriculum 

b. Students must make copies of BLANK Exam Answer Sheets for the second student’s use 

C. Completion Requirements: Are identical for both students. 

1. Each student must score 70% correct answers on Course Exams 

2. Each student must complete individual writing assignments per Writing Assignment Schedule 

D. Student Standings: Each student maintains his/her own standing 

1. Each Student’s Course Exam grades are his/her own:  

a. Grades of both students are not combined 

b. Grades of both students are not “averaged together” to arrive at a passing score 

2. Program Failure of one student does not mean both students fail.   

a. Each student either passes or fails the Degree Program 

i. Each student’s grades are their own. 

E. Student Termination:    

1. Second Student Withdrawal:  Spouse may withdraw or dropout under the terms of the 

THBI Termination Policies without adversely affecting the Primary Student. 

a. NO Tuition Refund for withdrawal 
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2. Primary Student who withdraws or drops out will result in the second student’s 

termination at the same time. 

a. Tuition Refunds for Withdrawal will be considered according the THBI Refund 

Policy with the following exceptions: 

i. Primary Student Withdrawal in the case of Secondary Student’s Program Failure 

will be cause for rejection of any tuition refund request. 

ii. Primary Student Withdrawal after his/her own Program Failure will be cause for 

rejection of any refund request. 

b. NO Tuition refund for Dropping Out will be considered under any circumstances. 

IV. SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES  

Individuals who are in special circumstances or disadvantaged life conditions may be granted a 

Special Discount. 

A. Missionary Ministries: Verifiable “Active Service” Missionary Ministers and/or their 

immediate family members 

1. Discount: 50% Discount on Tuition; Registration Fees cannot be discounted 

2. Documentation: 1) Must include copy of official Missions Board or similar  

  verification of Missionary Status with REGISTRATION Form. 

  2) Must include copy of official Mission Field Assignment  

  documentation with APPLICATION Forms. 

B. Medically Disabled:  Individuals who are verifiably disabled receiving SSD/SSI benefits and 

not otherwise employed. 

1. Discount: 50% Discount on Tuition; Registration Fees cannot be discounted 

2. Documentation: 1) Must provide copy of SSD/SSI documentation with APPLICATION  

   forms. 

  2) Must provide Notarized Affidavit stating that individual is not  

   substantially employed in addition to receiving SSD/SSI benefits. 

C. Inmates/Parolees: Individuals incarcerated in state or federal prisons, or state or federal 

parolees or convicts on probation (SIS sentences do not qualify) require documentation: 

1. Discount: 50% Discount on Tuition; Registration Fees cannot be discounted 

2. Documentation: Applications must include documentation as set forth below:  

a. Inmates:  1)  Verification of Incarceration 

  2)  Letter of Endorsement from Prison Chapel which must include chapel  

   attendance and information concerning any completion or regular  

   participation/completion of Christian Discipleship or Christian  

   “Recovery” programs available in the prison. 

b. Parolees: Includes individuals on probation 

  1) Verification of Parole/Probation status from State/Federal Parole Office 

  2)  Letter of Endorsement from CURRENT Pastor stating endorsing you  

  to be a student of THBI and statements of your pattern of Church  

  attendance and any additional Church Ministry/Programs participation. 
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Students who satisfy the eligibility requirements and the entrance qualification are normally 

accepted as students of the True Hope Bible Institute. 

To successfully enroll as a student of the True Hope Bible Institute, an individual must follow the 

process set forth below: 

A. MINIMUM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

To register for admission to the True Hope Bible Institute, the candidate student must meet the following 

minimum requirements to be considered for admission: 

1. Be Born Again ... This is a school to prepare one for service/leadership in Christian Ministry   

2. Be 18 years of age.   

3. Be a High School Graduate or have a High School Equivalency Credential   

4. Be a moderate (or higher) Biblical Thinker 

5. Be financially able to meet the modest terms for tuition and fees.   

6. Agree to abide by the Standards of Conduct*. 

*Standards of conduct are explained in this Handbook under the heading of "Conduct Standards". 

C.   ENROLLMENT POLICIES & PRACTICES –   

1. REGISTRATION - - Registration initiates the enrollment process for the applicant.  

a) To register, individuals must pay the appropriate “Registration Fee” & submit the 

Registration Form 

b) Registration may be done via the THBI website and the fee paid through PayPal – or – 

registration forms may be downloaded from website, printed and mailed along with a 

check or money order paying the registration fee to the True Hope Ministry offices. 

c) When 3 business days have passed after receipt of appropriate registration fee, 

registration is final, and enrollment commences. 

2. ENROLLMENT/ADMISSIONS APPLICATION PACKAGE   

Applicant will be provided with, and must complete & submit The Enrollment Application 

Package which includes the following: 

b) Enrollment Application Forms 

c) Admissions Testing Package (Entrance Exams) 

d) Tuition Payment or Tuition Payment Plan Selection 

e) Documentation Requirements 

f) Return Envelope 

3. ENROLLMENT DEADLINE 
Failure by the applicant to complete the enrollment process within 60 calendar days from the 

date of THBI mailing the Enrollment Package to the applicant will result in the enrollment 

process being terminated making the registration null and void.   

a) After such time, a new registration fee will be required in order to reinstate the terminated 

enrollment process. 
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4. ENROLLMENT DOCUMENTATION: 

The following documentation must accompany a completed "Application for Admission" 

package:  

NOTE:  Incomplete application forms, missing documentation or missing tuition payment or 

a payment plan agreement will render an application package void and will not be 

processed. 

a) Copy of Driver’s License or other Government Photo Identification with proof of age.   

b) Copy of your High School Diploma or High School Equivalency Diploma.   

c) Completed "Payment Agreement" form.  

d) TUITION PAYMENT – Either tuition in full - OR - first month’s installment along with a 

signed copy of the Monthly Payment Plan. 

e) A completed “Admissions Exam”. *** 

5. PERSONAL VERIFICATION DOCUMENTS: 

a) A typed or printed statement of your personal "statement of faith".  

b) A copy of your ministry credentials.   

c) IF you do not yet have ministry credentials, you must include Two "Letters of Reference" 

written and signed by individuals you have known for at least 5 years, or a signed letter of 

endorsement from your current Pastor  

❖ Letters must state the Letter Author’s personal knowledge of your Christian testimony, 

spiritual maturity and moral character.  

C. ADMISSIONS TESTING (aka ENTRANCE EXAMS) 

Each NEW APPLICANT to become a THBI student must take certain Entrance Exams that accompany the 

Enrollment Application or are administered upon receipt of the student application. 

Admissions Exams consists of two parts:  

1. Worldview Assessment:  Every student is required to take a Worldview Assessment given online at 

a designated website with a score of 65% or greater Christian Worldview, or “Moderate Biblical 

Thinker”. 

2. Bible Knowledge:  Every NEW APPLICANT enrolling for a Degree Study Program is required to take a 

written exam to determine the student’s “Biblical Aptitude” for the respective degree level being 

applied for.  To be accepted in the intended program, each test within the Exam Module must be graded 

at a minimum of 70% correct answers.  

a) Specification: Required element for each NEW STUDENT enrollment application package. 

i. The entire Bible Knowledge Exam Module must be completed & returned with the completed 

enrollment application package. 

b) Format:   Printed – not digital or verbal – True/False questions, each answer requires  

  supportive Scripture References.  

i. Style - -  Open book & open Bible 

ii. Topics - - Multiple tests each on a different area of Bible knowledge & understanding;  

c) Purpose:  Determination Process for a NEW APPLICANT’S eligibility for the Degree Study Program 

being applied to for enrollment.  



83 

 

d) Requirements: Each test of the Exam Module must score a minimum of 70% correct answers to  

  pass.  Test Scores are not cumulative, nor are they “averaged”.  All tests must  

  have passing scores to qualify for acceptance into the desired degree program. 

e) Failing Results: THBI Faculty or LSC will follow the procedures appropriate for the new 

applicant failing eligibility for the respective Degree Study Program: 

i. BACHELOR DEGREE APPLICANT - - Will be counseled to suggest a course of action that will 

help applicant to prepare to pass Entrance Exams. 

ii. GRADUATE DEGREE APPLICANTS ** - - Denied acceptance into desired degree program and 

will be offered opportunity to apply for enrollment in a Program one level lower than the degree 

program being applied for. 

Example:  A Doctoral applicant will be offered the Master’s Degree study program. 

A Master’s Degree applicant will be offered the Bachelor Degree study program. 

**This applies to graduate students who have graduated from other schools claiming to be  

  Bible colleges. 

 

Live Study Consultants (LSC) are assigned to each student enrolled in THBI and while the general 

services of the LSC are not mandatory, “assignment services” performed by the LSC are mandatory for 

the student. 

The student who chooses to avail him/herself of the LSC general services will have certain advantages 

over students who opt-out of the LSC service. The greatest advantage is the increased opportunity for 

learning through the Course Exam Reviews conducted with the student by his/her LSC. 

I. LSC Purpose: The Live Study Consultant is provided for the benefit of the student and serves in several 

areas: 

A. Course Exam Reviews - - The LSC will review key questions answered incorrectly by the student 

as a further teaching opportunity from which the student can benefit; 

B. Course Writing Assignments - - The LSC will make the scheduled writing assignments to the 

student providing advisory assistance for the student in developing and preparing the assignments; 

C. Graduate Paper Advisor - - The LSC will advise the graduate student on guidelines and 

requirements and consult with the graduate student on the development of his/her graduate paper. 

II. Option: The student may “opt out” of the LSC services with the following stipulations: 

A. Student must sign an “Opt-Out Waiver” affirming that he/she does not want the course study 

consulting services of the LSC 
B. Opting Out does not relieve the student of the responsibility to cooperate with the LSC assigned 

to him/her in the specific matters of: 
1. Course Exam Failure Recovery Attempts - - If student fails an exam and desires a recovery 

attempt, he/she must cooperate and work with their assigned LSC to prevent failure of their 

degree program; 

2. Course Writing Assignments - - Students must accept the scheduled assignments made by 

their LSC and cooperate in scheduling review conferences concerning those assignments; 

3. Graduate Paper Advisory - - Students must cooperate with the advisory efforts made by 

their LSC during certain stages of development and preparation of his/her graduate paper. 
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The “Administrative Procedures” apply to all THBI study programs. 

I. STUDY COURSE DELIVERY:  After you have been accepted as a student, we begin sending you 

the course material for the degree program you have chosen. 

A. Initial Course Delivery: A student’s first required course of their degree program is shipped after 

receiving and approving your completed enrollment materials. 

1. All enrollment forms must be complete with all questions answered and all requested 

information provided. 

2. Entrance Exams are graded to verify your present knowledge level qualifies you to enroll in 

the Degree Study Program being applied for. 

3. Tuition requirements must be satisfied. 

4. All compliance pledge forms must be signed and submitted along with the Enrollment 

Package. 

B. Study Course Progression:  Upon satisfactory completion of each course, a new course is sent 

to the student for study and completion. 
1. Course Grades:  Each Course you receive requires that you complete and submit to us a 

“Course Exam” for grading and each course exam must receive a minimum score of 70% 

correct answers for a passing grade.   

2. Courses are sent in the following order:   

a. Required Courses are sent first; 

b. After all Required Courses are successfully completed, the student’s chosen Elective 

Courses are then begun to be sent, following the same routine as required courses. 

c. For BOTH Required and Elective Courses:  The individual courses of a “Course Module” 

will be sent in sequential order until that “Course Module” is completed. One “Course 

Module” must be completed prior to another being started. 

3. Course Writing Assignments - - Each degree level study program includes various writing 

assignments at specified intervals of the Degree Study Program.  

a. When assigned, each “Student Paper” must be completed according to the assignment 

schedule which coincides with certain points of curriculum completion. 

b. Student Papers must be submitted within the assigned timeframe prior to further courses 

being sent to the student for continuation of his/her study courses. 

c. Student Papers are graded on a “Pass or Fail” basis. Certain papers must receive a passing 

evaluation, these include “Final Term Papers”, the “Master’s Thesis” and the “Doctoral 

Dissertation”. 

Study Course Completion:  This plan is followed until you have passed all course exams and have 

successfully completed all course work required for your chosen degree program.    

 

   

Graduate Papers, either the “Master’s Thesis” or the “Doctoral Dissertation”, are required to successfully 

complete the respective Graduate Degree Program.  These papers are to be submitted after the final 

Course Exam is completed.  While final preparation of the Graduate Paper should not be undertaken until 

all course exams have been successfully completed, preliminary development of the paper is permitted 

prior to final course exams.  
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For a student of True Hope Bible Institute to be approved to receive his or her graduate degree, either 

Masters or Doctoral degree – INCLUDING AN HONORARY DOCTORAL DEGREE – the student’s 

graduate degree paper must exhibit that he/she has a sound understanding of the Degree Study Program’s 

field of study, to the extent that he/she is able to impart his or her understanding into the life of another person. 

In order for a student’s graduate paper to receive a passing evaluation, all requirements for the graduate 

paper must be met and all guidelines must be followed.  Failure to do so will result in the paper being 

rejected and if not resolved by the student in a reasonable amount of time, the paper will be deemed a 

failure resulting in the failure of the entire Degree Program in which the student is enrolled. 

Graduate Papers receiving “Failed Reviews” shall be considered “NON Recoverable” and shall receive 

the grade of FAILED, meaning the student shall fail to earn his/her graduate degree in the event that the 

“failing student” is non-responsive and/or confrontational and/or uncooperative with the LSC and/or 

other THBI leadership attempting to work with such students for the purposes of granting a “Second 

Submission Opportunity” to recover from the failed review. 

Graduate Degree Writing Requirements 

At THBI, both the thesis and dissertation are required to exhibit the ability of the graduate level 

student to guide or assist the reader into understanding the point of view, perspective, concerns 

and conclusions of the paper.   

While gaining knowledge is important, a well written paper that only shows how much the student 

knows misses the entire purpose of the requirements!  Or, to so how well the student comprehends 

his/her knowledge, again, fails to achieve the objectives of what THBI requires. 

Also, merely stating a position or conclusion will not be sufficient to meet the requirements of THBI - - 

while academic ability is vital, the application is equally or more so - - therefore, the student must be 

able to help the reader gain the benefit of personal application of the conclusions of the paper.      

 

Graduate Papers are evaluated (reviewed) to determine a “Pass” or “Fail” status.  Graduate Papers are not 

given grades or scores beyond pass/fail. 

I. REVIEWS:  

The THBI Reviewer of a graduate paper shall evaluate a student’s paper on both technical and 

substantive points.   

A. Technical: The paper must adhere to the requirements and guidelines set forth by THBI and given 

by the LSC. 

B. Substantive: 

1. The thesis statement or dissertation’s opening statement (proposal) must be specific and present 

the reasoned focus of the paper;  

a) The paper’s opening must not be generalized nor merely a general, social or 

denominational positional statement.  

2. The content must be Biblically supportive and substantiated by proper research; 

a) A topical list of Scripture verses or a collection of Bible passages merely speaking on a 

topic will not be acceptable  
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3. The conclusion of the paper must include practical application and how such application will 

benefit the reader in real life, either generally or situationally. 

a) A conclusion that merely “proves your point” is not acceptable.  A THBI graduate paper must be 

more than merely proving that you know something, believe something or are “right” about something. 

II. APPEALS:   

A. Failing Reviews: The ”Reviewer” shall determine the evaluation of a student’s graduate paper.  

A Failing Review may be subject to appeal.   

B. “Review Conference” - - In the event of a failing review/evaluation, it is the student’s 

responsibility to schedule a conference with the “Reviewer” who shall advise the student on the 

following: 

1. If the student qualifies to be given a “Recovery Opportunity” to redevelop his/her paper for 

re-submission in hopes of receiving a passing evaluation; 

2. The general corrections which the student must make in order for his/her paper to receive a 

passing review/evaluation. 

C. “Final Failing Review” is ascribed to either: 

1. The first submission if student is not being afforded a “second chance” or;  

2. The second submission - - when a student is afforded one opportunity to re-submit his/her 

graduate paper 

NOTE: In the case of a “Final Failing Review” the student may be granted one request for an 

appeal to the Ministry Directors of True Hope Ministries of America whose areas of 

responsibility include the Bible Institute. 

3. Failure to follow guidelines or to meet requirements set forth for the student’s graduate paper 

are not valid reasons to grant an appeal. 

4. Appeals must be based on the student’s sincere belief that he/she did not receive an equitable 

review and that he/she is able to defend the paper’s basis, content and conclusions and he/she 

is able to show why the paper successfully imparts understanding to the reader(s). 

D. CONCLUSIONS OF THE APPEAL ARE FINAL. 

 

I. NON-COMPLETION POLICY 

A. First Submission Non-Completion - - Failure to submit a “Final Paper by a Bachelor Degree 

Program Student, or failure to submit a Graduate Paper by a Master’s Degree or Doctorate Degree 

student, shall result in that student failing the program that he/she is enrolled in. 

1. 90 RULE:  If a period of 90 calendar days pass from the grading of the final course in the 

Degree Study Program, and work has not begun; Or, if a 90 calendar day period of time passes 

between any step of the “Preparation Process” (as detailed in this Student Handbook), that 

student shall fail his/her Degree Study Program with no reconsideration and no recourse. 

2. If a student has begun the Graduate Paper process yet fails to submit for Review his/her Final 

Paper or Graduate Degree Paper, that student shall fail the Degree Study Program in which 

he/she is enrolled. 

B. “Second Submission” Non-Completion  - - Failure to complete and re-submit a final paper by a 

Bachelor student or the dissertation or thesis by a Graduate student after receiving a “Failing 

Review” within 90 days, will result in the student failing his/her degree program with no refund or 

other favorable consideration granted to the “failed student”. 
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II. SECOND SUBMISSION OPPORTUNITIES - - In the event that a student does not receive a favorable or 

passing review on a thesis or dissertation, he or she may be given an opportunity to recover from the 

failure based on the following conditions: 

A. Favorable General History - - The student has historically engaged the services of his/her LSC 

throughout his/her study courses for exam reviews; 

1. The student has historically engaged the advisory services of his/her LSC in preparing prior 

writing assignments; 

B. Favorable Final Paper History - - The student has engaged the advisory services of his/her LSC 

in the development of the current writing assignment “at issue"; 

C. Continued Cooperation - - The student conducts positive interaction with his/her LSC; or with 

THBI leadership should they become involved.  

1. The student remains objective and non-personal concerning the criticisms, suggestions advice 

or counsel about needed corrections, adjustments or revisions. 

2. The student is responsive to communications initiated by the LSC or other THBI 

representatives concerning the failed paper. 

NOTE:  THBI is not obligated to provide any “Second Submission Opportunity” and any offer 

to provide a “Second Submission Opportunity” is solely at the discretion of THBI.   

That being stated, the leadership and associates of THBI, as well as the Directors of 

True Hope Ministries of America (of which the Bible college is an integrate component)  

truly desire for every student to successfully complete his/her Degree Study Program 

earning their degree.  Historically, we have chosen to work with any student who 

displays a teachable spirit, has a cooperative attitude and who shows a desire to be 

successful (rather than to prove how much they already know or how successful they 

already are). 

I. COURSE EXAM FAILURE - -  All course exams must score a minimum of 70% correct answers for a 

passing grade. 

Failure to score a minimum of 70% correct answers on a course exam shall result in a “Failed 

Exam”. 

A. FAILURE RECOVERY OPPORTUNITY:  Students who fail a course exam MAY be given one  

  attempt to recover from the failure with an “Exam Re-take”. 

1. ELIGIBILITY - - THREE (3) ELEMENTS: 

a) Verification:   Only students must verify following correct study procedures according to  

  THBI guidelines (in Student Handbook) and correctly followed the Course  

  Instructions are eligible for a Failure Recovery Opportunity. 

b) LSC Service:   Students must agree to and cooperate with LSC review of the failed course work.  

c) LSC Advisory: Student must follow/cooperate with any and all advice for remediating  

  studies pertaining to the failed course  

2. REQUEST  - -  Student must submit to the THBI Office (NOT THE LSC) a written request  

  for a “Failure Recovery Exam”. 

a) TIME LIMIT:  Student Must submit request within ten (10) days after being notified of  

  an Exam Failure. 
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b) DOCUMENTS:  Students must submit the Course Study Guide or equivalent materials,  

  enclosed with the request for a “Failure Recovery Exam”.  

i. Students who cannot, or will not, submit his/her Course Study Guide for Faculty 

Review will not be granted a “Failure Recovery Opportunity” and will fail that 

course, which means that he/she fails the entire Degree Study Program. 

II. FAILURE RECOVERY EXAM: Eligible students will be granted one (1) “Retake Exam” for 

the purposes of recovering from failed Course Exam at issue. 

A. DELIVERY - -  The “Retake Exam” shall be delivered to the student and must be  

  completed and returned to the Exam Grading Department within 10  

  calendar days. 

B. SUCCESS - -   Achieving a minimum of 70% correct answers on the “Retake Exam”  

  shall result in the grade of the second exam being the “grade of record”  

  for that course. 

C. FAILURE - -  Failing the Exam Re-take shall result in the student failing the course  

  meaning failure for the entire Degree Study Program and his/her student  

  status shall be terminated. 

1. TUITION LOSS:  As with Regular Students of THBI, tuition is not refunded for  

  failed students. 

NOTE - -  As stated in the policies of the THBI Student Handbook and in the  

  application for enrollment with THBI which the student acknowledged 

  and agreed with … “TUITION DOES NOT PAY FOR THE DEGREE NOR DO  

  WE GUARANTEE THE SUCCESS OF A STUDENT’S STUDIES.” 

 

I. The “Student in Good Standing” status shall be determined by: 

A. TUITION PAYMENTS:  Students shall be in good standing as long as the student remains 

current with the terms of the  “Tuition Payment Plan” he or she submitted at the time of 

enrollment.   

B. EXAM SUBMISSIONS:  Students who fail to submit at least one completed course exam in any 

90 day period (calendar days), shall be considered to be “dropping out” from enrollment and 

his/her enrollment status shall be “suspended” for the next 90 calendar days during which time 

the student may request to be reinstated. 
C. GRADES STATUS: Students who fail a course exam will lose their “Good Standing” status and 

be terminated as a student. 

D. STANDARDS FAILURES:  The “Good Standing” status shall be suspended for any students 

being reported to fail to abide by the moral and spiritual standards of conduct as set forth in Holy 

Scriptures or detailed in this Student Handbook will be subject to “Administrative Review”.   

1. Administrative Review Panel: The Review Panel will consist of the Ministry Directors of 

True Hope Ministries of America.  

2. Administrative Review Findings: A student found or admitting to being guilty of a moral or 

spiritual standards failure will be counseled, given opportunity to repent and be restored to 

good standing.   
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a) Any such student who refuses, rejects or is uncooperative with Biblical spiritual/moral 

counseling, or who fails to repent for restoration will result in his or her enrollment being 

terminated without recourse or refund of tuitions paid (except unused paid in full tuition 

fees which shall be refunded to the student.  

 

I. STUDENT DROP-OUT - - “The 90 Day Rule”  

If we do not receive communication of any kind from a student for a period of 90 calendar days, the 

student is subject to termination and forfeits all tuitions paid. 

A. Conditions: If we do not receive either:  Exam answers, or tuition payments, for a period of 

ninety (90) consecutive calendar days, THBI shall determine that he/she has quit, or dropped, 

their student status. 

1. Students who do not submit any exams for a period of ninety (90) consecutive calendar days will 

be considered to have dropped enrollment, regardless of tuition being current or paid in full.  

2. Students who do not maintain their tuition payments as agreed for a period of three (3) 

consecutive monthly payments due, regardless of exams being submitted, will be considered 

as dropped from enrollment. 

B. Status: Students violating “The 90 Day Rule” shall be considered “suspended” for the next 90 

consecutive calendar days.  During this suspension period, they may apply to be considered for 

reinstatement as a student as set forth herein. 

II. STUDENT WITHDRAWALS 

A withdrawal is different from a “drop-out” in that the student gives PRIOR written notice to 

THBI that he/she is withdrawing.   

A. Withdrawal Procedure:The student must submit a letter of withdrawal prior to the cessation of 

course work or tuition payments and such letter must be submitted prior to an infraction of the 

“90 Day Rule”;  

1. Rejection: Any withdrawal letter sent to or received by THBI after the 90th day shall be 

rejected, and the student shall be deemed a “drop-out” case.  

III. REFUND CONSIDERATIONS:   

A. A request for tuition refund must accompany the letter of withdrawal for any consideration for a 

refund to be given. 

B. Failure to follow this procedure will disqualify the student from consideration for any refund of 

tuition. 

C. In no case shall a refund for tuition be given for courses already shipped to the student whether 

or not the student has completed said courses or regardless of passing/failing such courses. 

D. If a student drops out without prior notice and after a period of time, then requests a refund that 

student will not be entitled to any refund consideration. 

E. If a student fails to meet degree requirements, no refund of tuition shall be considered. 
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IV. STUDENT REINSTATEMENT POLICIES 

A.  REINSTATEMENT AFTER DROP-OUT - - Students who have failed to correspond for a period 

of 90 days may submit a letter requesting reinstatement within the next 90 calendar day window.   

1. Letters for Reinstatement: Request Letter must be typed/printed and mailed to the offices 

of True Hope Ministries of America and must be postmarked prior to midnight of the 90th 

day of suspension. 

a. Any Letter of Request postmarked past the 90th day of suspension shall be refused for 

consideration and the student’s status shall be terminated. 

2. First Infraction: In cases of the first infraction of the “90 Day Rule” - - The student will be 

reinstated under the same terms and conditions of their original enrollment all tuition 

previously paid will continue to be applied to his/her study program. 

3. Reinstatement Fee - Cause: In subsequent infractions of the “90 Day Rule” - - The student 

will be required to submit a letter of request for reinstatement as directed above accompanied 

by a REINSTATEMENT FEE equal to 10% of the total tuition for his/her degree program.    

NOTICE: If during a student’s “Subsequent Infraction” or “dropping out” a new tuition 

schedule has been published, then all tuition previously paid will be applied to 

the new tuition for the degree program however the student must agree to pay 

the difference between the previous and current tuitions and a new “Tuition 

Payment Plan” shall be available to the student to pay for the remaining tuition 

under the new tuition schedule. 

B. “180 DAY RULE” - - Students who dropped from enrollment due to inactivity for a period of 

180 calendar days (90 calendar days inactivity followed by 90 calendar days of suspension) 

must re-apply as a new student:  NEW Registration fees must be paid and a NEW tuition 

payment plan must be agreed to by both the student and the True Hope Bible Institute.   

1. In this situation, no previously paid tuition will be applied. 

C. REINSTATEMENTS AFTER WITHDRAWALS – Student shall be required to register and 

apply as a new student according to the published terms in effect at the time of re-application 

regardless of time frame with no exceptions.  

 

 

(See Also:  Student Withdrawal & Drop-out Policies) 

I. REGISTRATION FEES:    

A. Reconsideration Period:  Applicants are allowed thee (3) business days to reconsider their 

choice to begin the Registration Process to enroll with THBI for Degree Study Programs 

B. Cancellation with Refund:  Applicants must notify THBI by midnight of the third (3rd) business 

day after paying Registration Fee. 

1. Written Notification:  A written and signed (hardcopy or digital) Notice of Cancellation must  

  be delivered to the offices of THBI. 

2. Timing of Notice: Cancellation Notice must be SENT prior to midnight (central standard  

  time) of the third (3rd) business day subsequent to the registration fee  

  being paid.  
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3. Delivery Means: Delivery must take place by either:  1) Email, with the notice being  

  digitally sent prior to the deadline; 2) USPS Certified or Registered  

  Mail Service and postmarked prior to the deadline.  No other means  

  of delivery will be honored by THBI 

C. Cancellation without Refund:  Any cancellation notice sent AFTER 3 BUSINESS DAYS – WILL BE 

HONORED BUT NO REFUND WILL BE GRANTED.  

1. The Student Enrollment Package materials are begun to be processed for shipping after the 

third business day so refunds after the third day are just simply not possible. 

II. TUITION PAYMENTS REFUNDS POLICY:     

We do not use a financing contract and we charge no interest or finance charges. 

Students may withdraw or drop-out at any time for any reason without further obligation on 

either party. Refunds for students on a monthly payment plan will be as set forth below: 

A. Student Dropout:  See – Student Termination Policies. 

1. STUDENTS WHO DROPOUT WILL NOT BE ENTITLED TO A REFUND – NO EXCEPTIONS. 

B. STUDENT FAILURE:    ANY STUDENT WHO FAILS A COURSE EXAM OR FAILS A DEGREE  

  STUDY PROGRAM FOR ANY REASON SHALL NOT BE ENTITLED TO A  

  REFUND - - NO EXCEPTIONS 

C. Student Withdrawals:  Refunds may be granted as set forth below: 

2. PRIOR TO ACTUAL WITHDRAWAL Student must submit to THBI a Letter of 

Withdrawal prior to that student’s actual cessation of study activities.   

a) Notification: Withdrawal Notification must be written (printed) and signed.   

  Verbal notifications will not be accepted as valid. 
b) Effective Date:  The first business day of the month will be the date on which the 

withdrawal takes place. (*Business days are any day except Sunday or Federal Holidays) 
i. Notifications must be submitted (received via Email or post marked by USPS Mail) 

prior to the first business day of the month. 
ii. The “Effective Date” of notifications submitted after the first business day of the 

month will be delayed until the first business day of the following month. 

iii. Example:  If in the month of June, a student decides to withdraw, they must submit 

a letter of withdrawal before July 1.    
c) Accepted Format:  Withdrawal letters must be typed or printed. No refunds will be 

issued for months of tuition already used or for courses already taken. 
d) Methods of Delivery: Withdrawal Notifications must be delivered by an acceptable 

method of deliver to be accepted for purposes of refunds. 

i. USPS Mail: Notifications submitted via USPS Services must be a Certified or  

  Registered Letter 

ii. Email: Notifications may be submitted via Email sent to the designated Email address  

iii. Other Methods:  All other methods of delivery are considered invalid 

3. FAILURE TO PROPERLY NOTIFY:   Students failing to properly submit withdrawal  

  notification shall forfeit all tuitions paid and no refunds will be processed. 

D. DECISION NOTIFICATION:  THBI will notify students who properly submitted withdrawal 

notifications of refund amounts due as follows: 

1. Current month:  NO REFUNDS ISSUED. 
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2. Pro Rata Valuations:  Unused pre-paid tuition will be calculated on the following basis:   

  30% of the unused tuition will be refunded to the student for each unused  

  pre-paid tuition unit.  

  (FORMULA = 3.30 Course Credits per tuition unit for 36 tuition units.) 

EXAMPLE A:  Bachelor Student on a 6 month pay plan.  If by month 7, has earned 35 credits = 10.6 

tuition units completed = 25.4 tuition units unused.  

FORMULA - - $1560/36units = $42.90 (per unit) x 25.4 (unused units) = $1072.5 x 30% = $321.75  

  refund due. 

EXAMPLE B:  Bachelor Student on a 12 month pay plan.  If by month 7, a student has paid $780.00; 

if student has earned 35 credits = 10.6 tuition units completed = 25.4 tuition units unused.  

FORMULA - -     

$1560/36units = $42.90 (per unit) x 10.6 units completed = $454.74 paid/used (no refund due);  

$325.26 paid/unused x 30% = $97.58 refund due. 

E. RETURNED CURRICULUM REQUIREMENT:  A Refund of Tuition results in unused 

curriculum to also be unpaid!  Therefore, certain course materials may be required to be 

returned prior to any refunds being issued 

1. STUDENT RETAINED MATERIALS:  Students shall be entitled to retain the following materials 

a) Digital Library - - All digital library items shall remain in the student’s possession. 

b) Completed Course Materials - - All textbooks, study guidebooks and reference  

  materials which are part of study courses already completed and  

  graded shall be retained by the student. 

2. STUDENT RETURNED MATERIALS:  Students shall be required to return certain materials 

to receive any refund that may otherwise be due: 

a) UNUSED COURSE MATERIALS:  ALL TEXTBOOKS AND STUDY GUIDEBOOKS WHICH THE 

STUDENT HAS RECEIVED BUT THE COURSE IS NOT COMPLETED OR YET DUE FOR GRADING. 

Example:  If a student completes a 6 month pay plan then withdraws in the 7th month 

and has received courses and books for months 7 thru 12, the materials for months  

8 – 12 will be required to be returned in like new condition for a refund for those 

months of tuition to be processed. 

b) ACCEPTABLE CONDITION:  All returned materials must be in like-new condition for 

distribution to other students.   

i. DAMAGED MATERIALS RECEIVED OR NOT IN LIKE-NEW CONDITION REGARDLESS 

OF REASON WILL RESULT IN REDUCTION OR REFUSAL OF REFUND PAYMENTS.   

F. Since we have no binding contract for our pay plans and you simply stop making the 

payments and we don’t hear from you, we will just assume you quit.    

➢ SEE THE “90 DAY RULE” - - Failure to make a payment for a period of 90 days without 

explanation will result in the suspension of your student status and all tuitions will be 

subject to forfeiture. 

❖ Suspension that continues for a period of 6 months will result in the final termination 

of your student status with no possibility of student reinstatement.   

❖ Notice:  No tuition is refunded due to a “Student Drop” or in the case of a 

student’s course exam failure.  

NOTE:  For terms and conditions, refer to the POLICY FOR STUDENT DROP-OUT, 

WITHDRAWAL & TERMINATION explained earlier in this Student Handbook. 
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OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPTS 

Students are entitled to their personal transcript from True Hope Bible Institute, upon request by the 

student for a fee of $10.  You should wait until you have completed all studies with us first. Also, any lost 

or damaged degrees may be replaced for a $10 fee.   

 

MINISTRY CREDENTIALS  
Any graduate of True Hope Bible Institute who desires to be licensed and/or ordained may request 

information and an application from True Hope Ministries of America. 

To learn more about True Hope Ministry Credentials, visit the website: www.truehopeministries.net . 
 

CHURCH & MINISTRY DEVELOPMENT 
If you are ready to formally organize your Ministry, True Hope Ministries of America can provide you 

the ecclesiastical (spiritual) covering along with the available information to establish the work in 

accordance with the legal requirements and considerations which generally apply to churches.  

Christ is the foundation of the Church, and the basis of Evangelism is the Word of God, but in the business 

world the under girding of your work is the LEGAL PAPERWORK. According to the IRS regulations, 

established Churches have 501(c) 3 status and you don’t have to wait months or a year for the paperwork 

to be processed! 

However, you do need to be recognized as tax-exempt for your financial supporters to 

have the benefit of tax-deductible contributions. 

Before you try to raise funds or rent/buy anything, your first step is to be able to prove to the public that 

you are a non-profit organization and eligible for tax-deductible contributions, etc. Anyone able to make 

a sizable donation to your ministry such as cash, land, buildings, merchandise, etc., is concerned – and 

entitled to be assured – that the material support they provide your ministry work is legally tax deductible. 

True Hope Ministries of America is covered under a group exemption as part of the Full Gospel of Christ, 

Fellowship, Inc. As a chartered ministry under True Hope Ministries, we can refer you to the FGCFI for 

application to be included in the same Group Exemption - - which will save you months or perhaps years 

of red tape working with first your State Government and then with the IRS, not to mention the money 

you will not be required to spend by becoming part of a Group Exemption!  

For more information about affiliation with True Hope Ministries of America, visit the True Hope 

Ministries of America website - - www.truehopeministries.net.  

FINAL WORD/CHANGES & AMENDMENTS 

The True Hope Bible Institute maintains the prerogative to amend, revise or modify any information in 

this Student Handbook and/or our Course Catalog without prior notice. However, any such changes or 

amendments ordinarily won’t affect a student’s progress.   

http://www.truehopeministries.net/
http://www.truehopeministries.net/
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If you have a question that we have not addressed in this handbook, you may contact us at: 

BY USPS MAIL:   The True Hope Bible Institute 

P.O. Box 2474 

Springfield, MO  65801 
 

BY EMAIL:   info@thbinst.com  

TELEPHONE:  888-800-1584  
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MAGNITUDE 

THE GRADUATE PAPER IS THE FINAL STAGE IN THE PROCESS OF EARNING YOUR GRADUATE DEGREE.   

In order to receive a graduate level degree, each student must submit a Master’s Thesis or a Doctoral 

Dissertation that receives a passing review. 

➔ Without a passing graduate paper, the student will not earn his or her graduate degree. 

Of all the work a graduate level student does, the “FINAL PAPER” (aka “GRADUATE PAPER”) is the most 

important he or she will do throughout his or her degree study program.   

Therefore, common sense should tell you that you must not enter into this venture with a cavalier attitude!  

The work of developing and preparing a PASSING graduate paper requires that you understand and comply 

with OUR requirements and meet OUR expectations …and THAT YOU WORK ACCORDING TO OUR PURPOSE 

for the graduate paper - - if you have an agenda other than this, you will most likely fail which is not what 

we desire, we would much rather that you succeed!    

The student’s GRADUATE PAPER must - - 

1. Showcase his or her broad COMPREHENSION of the field of study (Biblical Studies, Ministry or 

Practical Biblical Theology)  

2. Illustrate his/her UNDERSTANDING of the specific focus of his or her paper 

3. Exhibit at least moderate “LEADERSHIP QUALITIES” that the student has developed 

GRADUATE PAPER - - PURPOSE 

The purpose of a thesis or dissertation is this:  To prove to the “Reviewer” that the student has 

developed mastery of understanding in his or her field of study. 

NOTE: Knowledge alone is not sufficient to write a passing graduate paper!  If you submit a paper that 

only showcases what you know, or think you know about a subject, topic or issue - - your paper 

will fail, which means you have failed your entire degree study program! 

Without the graduate paper, the only thing a student proves by completing his/her degree program 

curriculum is that he/she was able to pass a number of open book exams - - which only shows that you 

have mastered the “art” of finding answers in the textbooks and Bible! 

We (THBI) don’t want you to merely prove what you know … we want you to prove that you have 

achieved the ability to truly help others with what you know!   

Therefore, the graduate student must make three important transitions:    

1. The transition FROM: “How much knowledge I have”; TO: “How much comprehension have I developed?”   

2. The transition FROM:  “Disseminating knowledge to others” (mere academic exercise); TO: “Are 

you able to impart understanding to others” (THBI’s definition of “Teaching”) 
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3. The transition FROM:  “Being a learner”; TO:  “Being a LEADER” 

The thesis or dissertation by the graduate level student shows the THBI Leadership if you have made 

these transitions or not.   

Therefore:  The graduate paper must convince the Reviewer that you:  1) Comprehend the knowledge 

about and, 2) Have developed UNDERSTANDING of the subject you are presenting and, 3) You are on the 

path to becoming a LEADER in ministry service in this field of study.  

DEFINING TERMS:   

Knowledge:  Simply - - acquired information about one or more topics, subjects, issues, concerns or 

interests.  Knowledge by itself really serves no useful purpose:   

1 Corinthians 8:1-3 (NKJV)  

“… We know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies.  

“And if anyone thinks that he knows anything, he knows nothing yet as he ought to 

know …” (Emphasis added) 

Comprehend:  Explain and/or illustrate what the knowledge (acquired information) actually means - -  

Example:  “Sin” - - Student should be able to explain its origin, its propagation, its results 

(in a general sense) socially and culturally and its effects or what it produces 

(specifically) upon and within the lives of individuals 

Understand:  The ability to correctly apply in practical fashion, the truth about the subject you are writing 

- - especially to assist others in applying this truth in their own lives. 

Example:  “Sin” - - Students should be able to explain to the readers (of this hypothetical 

paper) how sin specifically affects individual lives, how to guard against sin, 

what leads an individual to commit acts of sin (temptation) and how to defeat 

temptation so they will avoid committing sinful acts. 

Leadership Qualities:  The ability to IMPART UNDERSTANDING TO OTHERS; take other people in the 

correct direction; show others how to do a thing - - that is:  You must show the reader how to correctly 

apply the subject truth to their lives in a manner that genuinely benefits them. 

➔ SUCCESS:  For a student of True Hope Bible Institute to be approved to receive his or her graduate 

degree, either Masters or Doctoral degree – INCLUDING AN HONORARY DOCTORATE DEGREE – the 

student must be able to exhibit that he/she has a sound understanding of his/her field of study, to the 

extent that he/she is able to impart that understanding into the life of another person. 

➔ CONSIDER THIS:  Only time will truly tell if you have truly reached the level of mastery that is 

indicated by your graduate level degree … BUT THE DISSERTATION OR THESIS IS THE INITIAL 

EVIDENCE INDICATING TO THE FACULTY OF THIS COLLEGE THAT YOU HAVE INDEED ACHIEVED 

THAT LEVEL OF UNDERSTANDING. 

SIGNIFICANCE OF GRADUATE DEGREES 

A Master’s Degree means that you have mastered the understanding in a certain field that then qualifies 

you to lead in that field!  A Doctoral Degree means that you have mastered the disciplines of the field of 

study that you are actually able to discriminately administer to others what they need for their lives from 
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your field of expertise!  (Much like a medical doctor able to prescribe or administer medicines based on 

his diagnosis of the patient’s situation.) 

While the dissertations do not add study credits, the student cannot pass the graduate degree program 

without submitting a successful dissertation or thesis paper. 

Why?  Because instead of merely answering predetermined questions, the student must start with a 

position of faith and not just support that position, but do so in agreement with the spirit and intent of 

God’s purposes, plans and priorities as they are clearly made known in the Bible - - and to do so with the 

result being that the reader of the student’s paper is benefitted by what is said in that paper. 

PRESENTATION COMPARISONS 

A. An Essay - - An essay is a "short formal piece of writing dealing with a single subject".  It 

is typically written to try to persuade the reader using selected research evidence   

B. A Treatise - - A formal, systematic article or book on some subject, one in which the conclusions are based on 

a detailed consideration of factual evidence or governing principles and explained to a point of understanding. 

C. A Thesis - - A treatise advancing an original point of view as a result of research:  Beginning with a 

statement to be proven or supported by the research presented therein.  You are expected only to use the 

research of others and provide your own analysis on your discoveries. It demonstrates your level of critical 

and analytical thinking and defines the subject that you are most interested in pursuing within your field. 

D. A Dissertation - - A treatise advancing a new point of view resulting from research; a requirement 

for an advanced academic degree.  With a dissertation, you are expected to use the research of others 

only to guide you in your own research to come up with a completely new hypothesis. 

➢ DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A DISSERTATION AND A THESIS - Example: 

Thesis on Prayer:  A student begins with a proposition that his or her research shall support.  

Beginning with the THESIS STATEMENT:  “Without prayer, Fellowship with God is not 

possible.”  This statement is then followed by the research presented in the personal style of the 

student which includes the references to the research material used. 

Dissertation on Prayer:  A student presents a teaching on prayer from personal experience that 

has developed his/her original point of view, for instance presenting “I have found that prayer is 

an effective way by which to experience intimate fellowship with God because of …” 

 At THBI, both the thesis and dissertation are required to exhibit the ability of the 

graduate level student to guide or assist the reader into understanding the point of view, 

perspective, concerns and conclusions of the paper.  Merely stating a position or conclusion 

will not be sufficient to meet the requirements of THBI - - while academic ability is vital, the 

application is equally or more so - - therefore, the student must be able to help the reader gain 

the benefit of personal application of the conclusions of the paper.      

 

It takes time, skill, commitment and sincere effort to formulate, arrange, and polish your ideas and then 

to develop and prepare your work. The paper you write is to effectively express yourself in written form.  

I. STYLE 

A. EXPLANATION: The style or type of graduate paper required for the THBI Graduate Degree is 

based on the focus of our Biblical Education - - which is, practical life application! 

1. Your studies will (or should) bring you to understand that we are not interested in producing 

“Academic” Theologians … nor “academic” anything else!  The “Academic” is the one who 
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is using various techniques to espouse his/her knowledge, often presenting lofty theories … 

none of which are very much help in a person’s actual life’s reality!   

2. As you should clearly know by this point, THBI is more concerned with developing your 

understanding much more than with accumulating mountains of information that can be 

quoted, referred to or otherwise used to prove how much you “know”!  We are much more 

concerned with how well you are able to edify other people - - imparting both, what you know 

and more importantly, how to make practical use of that information in THEIR lives! 

B. COMPARISONS:  There are several “styles” or “types” of a graduate paper that are called for 

in various settings, environments or agendas.  These include (not an exhaustive listing): 

1. Expository - -  Intended to explain or describe 

2. Argumentative - - Expressing our divergent view; expressing opposing positions 

3. Persuasive - -  Convincing someone about a certain or specific position or point of view 

4. Instructive - -  To edify with something useful 

C. REQUIREMENT:  All graduate papers are expected to be, at their core INSTRUCTIVE!  This 

means that while there may be elements of other “styles” throughout your graduate paper, what 

your paper must be, in the final analysis, is INSTRUCTIVE! 

1. If you want to state your position on an issue, you must instruct, or enlighten, others how 

adopting that position will benefit them in their living reality. 

2. If you want to explain why you have a divergent viewpoint on some topic, you must explain 

and encourage the reader as to how they can develop that same or similar divergent viewpoint 

and in doing so how they will gain a useful advantage in their life’s role. 

3. If you want to explain or describe some Biblical statement, person, command, etc., then you 

must show a real-life application that will improve the reader’s own life or some vital part of 

life, such as ministry service. 

II. OBJECTIVES 

THERE ARE THREE PRIMARY OBJECTIVES in graduate papers required by THBI graduate degree 

programs.  If you fail to meet any of these requirements, you will fail. 

A. CORRECT COMPREHENSION:  That is, the student’s original thought being presented 

illustrates that the student has genuinely learned the curriculum presented in his/her degree program. 
1. By “genuinely learned” we mean that the student is able to show that he/she has a Biblically 

and spiritually correct comprehension of the subject matter. 

B. IMPARTS UNDERSTANDING:  Throughout the graduate paper, the student is able to impart 

to the reader the practical application into his/her own life of what the student is presenting.  

1. An academic exercise in showing the student’s scholastic knowledge acquired through the 

course of his/her studies only illustrates that student’s acquired information.   

2. Regardless of the subject matter, if there is no practical application given to the readers, then 

how does it help the reader live a more complete and successful spiritual life as a child of God, 

that is a person who is born-again?  

3. THIS THEN IS THE UNDERLYING PURPOSE of the graduate paper - - to show that you 

have developed UNDERSTANDING, that is, the practical application of your acquired information! 

a) Think about it:  This is the great expectation upon every ministry leader … to be able to 

impart understanding (that is, how to apply the Truths and Principles of God into everyday 

life) to those being served by his/her ministry leadership!  
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C. EXHIBITS LEADERSHIP ABILITIES:  Genuine and effective leadership is not merely about 

how much you know . . . MORE IMPORTANTLY IT’S ABOUT WHAT DIRECTION YOU ARE GOING 

AND AT THE SAME TIME, ENLIGHTENING OR INSPIRING OTHERS TO GO IN THAT SAME DIRECTION! 

1. Your Graduate Paper must ILLUSTRATE your direction and EXHIBIT your ability to 

inspire/enlighten others to go in that same direction. 

a) “Preaching to the choir” fails this requirement!  That is, talking to others who already hold your 

point of view or share in your ideas/opinions does not exhibit your leadership qualities! 

III. SUBJECT MATTER   

Your topic/subject matter must relate to the field of study for which you are earning a graduate degree 

and to the specific benefit of the life/lives of the reader(s). Accordingly, choose a subject that is of great 

interest/concern to you. Below are the types of general topics/ideas that would normally be approved:

• The Person and Life of Christ 

• Substance Abuse   

• The Holy Ghost / Spiritual Gifts 

• Modern Issues about Heaven and Hell 

• Apologetics  

• The Five Gifts of Ministry 

• Eschatology (Study of End Times) 

• Overcoming Depression 

• Specific Ministry Works/Services 

• Church Growth Methods 

• End-time Apostasy 

• End-time Revival 

• Angels and Demons 

• Worldviews 
 

I. FORMULATION:  This is the preliminary phase in which you select the topic/subject/concern/issue 

that you will address and establish the appropriate ideas about what should be your propositions, 

resolutions and their applications, and how to impart the understanding of these things to the audience 

to whom you will be communicating.      

NOTE:  Formulation can take place while you are still conducting your Study Courses - - in fact, it is 

a good idea to begin formulation about half-way or three-quarters through your Course Itinerary.   

A. REQUIREMENT - - Your paper MUST BE original work, that is, it is to be based on your own, personal, 

independent research. 

B. CREATIVITY - -  Creative thought is greatly encouraged!   

C. EXPRESSION - -  Express your own insights, ideas and opinions. 

1. Remember, this paper is the vehicle to illustrate: YOUR ability for critical thinking, YOUR 

discernment (recognizing underlying realities), YOUR style of expressing what you know and understand! 

D. ORIGINALITY - - You must convey what YOU have to say on the topic/subject of your paper! 

1. While your paper will necessarily include an amount of references to your research, we want to see 

more than what your research says - - If all you do is publish a list of Bible quotes and references 

and/or a lot of quotes from other Bible scholars on your chosen subject … you will fail! 

a. Failure Here is because a “cut and paste” effort shows us nothing of your ability to speak for 

yourself, to convey what you, yourself, have to say on the subject/issue of the paper! 

2. Again - - originality is vital. If your opening statement is a general or denominational doctrinal 

statement commonly used, you are on a path to failure!  If you open with a personally held belief 

or concern about an issue or a subject, you are on a successful path! 

Examples:    
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➢ Jesus was born by a virgin.   FAIL!  

▪ I am convinced that Jesus was born by a virgin.   PASS!  

➢ The gift of tongues is not for today.   FAIL!  

▪ I believe that the gift of tongues is not necessary today.   PASS!  

➢ The gift of healing still exists today.   FAIL!  

▪ The Gospel is still verified through the gift of healing today! PASS! 

a) As you can see from these examples, it is not the position of your particular denomination or 

fellowship that will cause you to pass or fail your graduate paper - - it is whether or not you 

have your own, original thought or expression of the position you hold.   

b) Since we deal with the broad spectrum of denominations, we do not evaluate the position held 

because of the denomination holding a certain position, we want you the student, to be able to 

present what YOU actually believe in a way that is correctly supported by the Bible!   

c) Certain doctrines are crucial to the Christian faith, but again, you must be able to do more than 

parrot these doctrinal statements - - you must be able to present them in an original fashion to 

relate to the reader who may or may not be a Christian, like minded or otherwise! 

3. TO REITERATE  - - We are looking for your original point of view coupled with the practical 

application of what you are presenting.  IF YOU MERELY STATE THE POSITION OF A DENOMINATION 

OR FELLOWSHIP THAT YOU BELONG TO AND BUILD A PAPER ON THAT - - YOU WILL FAIL! 

4. PLAGIARISM - -  Stealing will not be accepted and will be cause for you to FAIL without remedy!  

If you use the ideas or work of other people in your paper - - GIVE THEM PROPER CREDIT! 

D. CLARITY - -  Your introduction and your opening statement must make clear what you are going to  

  address, your concern or position and your intended or desired result or response  

  to/about what you are addressing. 

1. Avoid Vagueness - - Inuendo, implication, insinuation and even generalizations most often result 

in your paper’s reader being confused – at worst, or at best - - uncertain of your meaning! 

E. DEFINITIONAL - - You must provide precise explanations, descriptions and definitions of what you 

mean by what your say and the terms/phrases you use throughout your paper. 

1. Do not assume the reader knows what you mean when you state a certain word or phrase. 

2. DO NOT USE “CHRISTIANESE” - - That is, words, terms or phrases that are common among the 

Christians you are in fellowship with.  Other Christian groups, and especially secular people, will 

either not understand what such a word, term or phrase means, or, they may not know what you 

mean by the use of that word, term or phrase! 

a) EVANGELICAL CHRISTIANS AND LIBERAL CHRISTIANS have different meanings for many 

words, terms and phrases that sound identical!   

Examples: Marriage - - Man and Wife in Holy Wedlock -or- Two adults in legal union;  

  Family Values - - Biblical standards -or- Socially acceptable norms;  

  Child of God - - Born-again (conversion) by faith in Christ as Lord; Any living person.  

II. DEVELOPMENT:  This is the phase of your graduate paper in which you shape, organize and 

orchestrate (arrange & compose) in written form what you intend to say, conveying your ideas about 

the subject matter for your paper.    

In other words, the development phase is the process of your ideas making the transition from the 

ethereal realm of thought to the substance of written communication.   
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A. SELECTION - - Your subject matter selection requires LSC/THBI Approval Required.  If LSC 

is not available or still unassigned, approval must be obtained from THBI Leadership. 

1. Student SHOULD request LSC/THBI approval at the ¾ point of course completion 

2. Student MUST request subject matter approval by the start of the last Program course. 

B. Statement Development - - “LSC” Advisory & Approval Required.  Your opening or thesis 

statement should tell your reader what the paper is about and also help guide your writing and keep 

your argument focused. 

1. Commitment:  Once “Statement” has been approved, student may not change the subject or 

topic for his/her graduate paper.    

C. RESEARCH - - LSC ADVISORY SERVICES SHOULD BE REQUESTED.  RESEARCH IS MANDATORY IF YOU 

ARE GOING TO DO MORE THAN MERELY STATE YOUR OWN BELIEFS OR OPINIONS. 

1. Topic Searches:  Wordsearch Library plus web bible study resources should be used 

2. Biblical Research:  Finding information, issues and answers in the Christian Perspective is 

vital for your paper to be successful. 

a) Resources:  Lifeway; ChristianBook.com; Online Theology Resources: Free; International 

Standard Bible Encyclopedia (free online); Web Bible Encyclopedia; NTSLibrary.com 

3. Supportive Research:  Christian and Secular Research Resources are vital in finding 

supportive/informational research to build your paper. 

a) Christian Research Services - - Barna, CARM, Apologetics Index, Christian Research 

Network, Lifeway Research; Bible College Libraries (if available); Local Church/Pastor 

Libraries … 

b) Secular Research Resources - - Wikipedia, Local Library; FindArticles.com; Internet 

History Sourcebooks Project (online); Library of Congress (loc.gov); Digital History 

(digitalhistory.uh.edu); Free eBooks - Project Gutenberg (gutenberg.org) 

D. OUTLINE - -  REQUIRES LSC/THBI ADVISORY REVIEW.   The outline is not the paper but will 

serve as “points of reference” to help you write a well-focused paper. There are several stages of outlining: 

1. Development:  The work of preparing a successful graduate paper is simple but not “quick  

  and easy”!  Taking the time and making the effort … and cooperating with  

  THBI expectations/requirements are invaluable in being successful. 

a) Initial: Very rough, preliminary efforts constructing main points, content, statements  

  and supportive Scripture references & academic research - - LSC review not  

  required. 

b) Intermediate: Primary editing & refinement of initial outline; LSC review  

  RECOMMENDED. 

2. Finalized: This will be the outline which serves as your “road map” to help writing  

  your drafts to stay on course.  LSC REVIEW REQUIRED. 

E. DRAFT - - REQUIRES LSC/THBI APPROVAL.  Drafting is the progressive work of writing/refining 

the graduate paper until it is in its final form, or the finished product, that you will submit for 

THBI REVIEW. Drafting has several stages: 
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1. Initial: The FIRST effort in transitioning your outline into structured written form. 

2. Intermediate: Several “rewrites” each one refining how you are presenting your content.   

  Grammar is important, but how effectively you convey what you intend to  

  say is far more important.  Bringing your paper into “easily understandable”  

  form is the goal of drafting.  

3. FINAL DRAFT: LSC APPROVAL REQUIRED.  This is the “preview” stage.  This is the point at 

which you are satisfied with your paper being “almost” ready for submission.  You will submit 

your Final Draft to the LSC for his/her review and corrective suggestions.  Remember, your 

LSC as well as the THBI faculty want you to receive a passing review so you will receive your 

degree - - it is highly advisable that you receive your LSC’s advisory comments objectively 

and respond in a positive manner.  There are two outcomes possible for the LSC Draft Review: 

NOTE:  Final Draft must include ALL elements of the final product - - Introduction;  

  Opening/Thesis Statement; Content; References … LEAVE NOTHING OUT! 

a) Approval - - Approval will includes advisory comments.  Approval means:  Your paper is 

ready for Final Production - - Publish Graduate Paper making adjustments according to the 

advisory suggestions. 

b) Denial/Rejection - - LSC explains reasons for denial/rejection, gives advisory suggestions 

for re-writing draft.   

NOTE:  Final Draft Rejection means that if graduate paper is submitted for THBI Review  

  “as is”, the graduate paper will receive a failing review. 

i. Resubmission: If final draft is rejected:  Student must make advised corrections and  

  resubmit “Final Draft” for LSC Review. 

ii. Limitations:   A student may receive no more than four (4) Final Draft Rejections.  If a  

  student receives a fifth (5th) draft rejection, he/she will be failed and not  

  receive his/her graduate degree certificate. 

  

This is the final and most important phase of your Graduate Paper preparation - - this is the paper that you 

will submit for evaluation review.  If your paper receives a “Passing Evaluation” then you receive your 

degree.  If your paper receives a “Failed Evaluation”, then you do not receive your degree.  Therefore, it 

should go without saying, make this work shine and settle for nothing less than excellence from yourself! 

I. DOCUMENT REQUIREMENTS: These requirements must be met, or the paper will be rejected 

for examination - - your paper must be corrected to meet the requirements of acceptance for evaluation.  

- - If rejected, THBI will not return the document; One copy of your paper will be retained for ninety (90) days.  

- - If you have not submitted a corrected paper by the 90th day, you will fail the graduate degree program.  

A. FORMATTING - - True Hope Bible Institute requires the following: 

1. Paper Type:  Plain white paper (92 Brightness or higher) 

2. Binding:   Clear front report binder (3 ring or slide lock or similar binding) 

a) Margins:   “Mirrored Margins” - - To allow for binding  

   Maximum of one inch on top and bottom.  
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   Maximum of ¾ inch outside margin  

   Maximum of one inch inside margin 

3. Cover Page including: 

a. Title 

b. Prepared for: True Hope Bible Institute 

 Degree Program (Master’s Degree Program; Doctorate Degree Program)  

 Field of Study (Biblical Studies; Christian Ministry; Biblical Theology) 

c. Prepared by:  Student’s Name  

  Address  

  Phone Number 

d. Submission Date (Should be mailed next day, two at most) 

5. Biography Page - - 3 Paragraphs 

a) Personal Info: Who you are, your age, your spiritual status, marital  & family status 

b) Ministry Info: Your ministry calling; BRIEF ministry experience; Ministry plans 

c) Student Info: Why you are a student; Current Educational Objective; Additional ??? 

6. Abstract Page - - The purpose of your abstract is to provide a brief yet thorough overview of  

  your paper. It should allow the person reading it too quickly determine what  

  your paper is all about.    

  Your abstract is the first thing that most people will read, and it is usually  

  what informs their decision to read the rest of your paper. A good abstract  lets the reader 

 know that your paper is worth reading. 

 To keep your abstract short, focus on including just four or five of the essential points,  

  concepts, or findings. 

 The abstract's purpose is to report rather than provide commentary. It should also accurately  

  reflect what your paper is about. Only include information that is also included in the body  

  of your paper. 

a) Paper’s Introduction: Include information that is pertinent to your paper. 

b) Topic and context:  What does the reader need to know to understand the paper? 

c) Focus and scope:  What specific aspect of the topic will you address? 

d) Relevance/Importance: Why your paper is addresses the topic/subject matter. 

e) Objectives:  What does the research aim to find out and how & why;  

  What should the reader understand and personally apply from the content &  

  conclusion? 

f) Main Bible Translation should be identified in Introduction Information 

7. Table of Contents - -  

a) Title of Paper 

b) Word count should be given as follows:    

“Thesis/Dissertation Title” is _______ pages with a word count of _________ 
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c) Divisions or Sections of your Paper should be identified by a title and page number:  

Title on left column, Page Number on right column 

d) Main Bible Translation Used 

B. CONTENT BODY - - The length of your graduate paper depends upon your degree level.  

1. Length: 

a) Master’s Thesis:  Word Count: 7,500 minimum 25,500 maximum 

b) Doctoral Dissertation:  Word Count: 10,500 minimum  60,000 maximum 

Estimations:  A typical page which has 1-inch margins all sides and is typed in Times 

New Roman 12-point font with standard spacing elements will be approximately - - 

▪ 300 words when typed @ 1.5 spacing  

▪ 250 words when typed @ double spacing 

2. Numbering:  Pages to be numbered in bottom footer – middle of pages 

3. Faces:  Single sided printing only - - double sided not accepted. 

4. Font type/size = Times New Roman, Verdana or Georgia - sized at 12 points ONLY. 

5. Spacing:   

a) Sentence - - 1.5 spaces – no exceptions 

b) Separate Quotations - -  

i. Single Spacing (no exceptions) 

ii. Blocked, ½ inch indentation from left of main body 

c) Paragraph - -  With Indentation =  1.5 spaced:   

  Without Indentation =  Double Space   

6. Quotations/Citations:   

a) Non-Bible Quotes & References - - In-line quoted statements must be numbered (in 

super script) with corresponding footnotes on bottom of each page.  

Example:  TEXT - - Science has estimated that there are more stars in the universe than 

sand on the beaches of earth.1  

FOOTNOTE - - 1 Article by:  David Derbyshire, Science Correspondent, 12:01AM BST 23 July  

     2003, “The Telegraph”; www.telegraph.co.uk 

b) Non-Bible General References - - Both general and specific references to studies, 

surveys, theories, etc., must be numbered (in super script) immediately after the referred 

comment with corresponding footnotes on bottom of each page.  

Example:  TEXT - - Studies have shown that the majority of American Citizens have some 

belief in a Supreme Deity.2    

FOOTNOTE - - 2a) Gallup, “Social & Policy Issues, June 29, 2016 ‘Most Americans Still Believe in God’ 

by Frank Newport; 2b)Pew Research, April 25, “Key findings about Americans’ belief in God” by Dalia Fahmy 

c) Bible Quotes - - Whether quoted “inline” or used in “block quotes”, Scripture verses or 

passages quoted in your work must end with reference to Book/Chapter/Verses either in 

parentheses or in underlined italics.  The main Bible translation being used need not be 

identified due to being named in the introduction.   

Example:  We find Abraham’s obedience to God almost beyond human ability, as in the 

time when God told Abraham to sacrifice his only son, Isaac - - “And he said, Take now 

thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and 

offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.  

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
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And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young 

men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, 

and went unto the place of which God had told him. Genesis 22:2-3   

d) Alternate Bible Versions/Translations - - If other than main Bible translation is quoted, 

include the version - - KJV, NKJV, EB, HCSB, CSB, etc., - - must be identified at end of 

reference. Example:  Isa. 1:6; HCSB 

7. Copyrights:  By your submission you give us permission to use your work properly credited 

to be included as part of in any publication we may produce.  Otherwise you retain all other 

copyrights for your work. 

a) We do not have permission from you to sell or publish your Graduate Paper as a 

“stand alone” publication. 

II. SUBMISSION 

TWO copies are to be submitted - - one for our records and one to be returned to you along with the 

THBI Evaluation Report.  

BOTH copies are to be in a report binder 

Mail your Graduate Paper in an envelope large enough to accommodate the binders. 

• You may send an Email request and we will email you a printable mailing label - - just to be 

sure that your package is addressed properly so it will be correctly recognized on receipt. 

We advise that you notify THBI via Email that you have mailed your Graduate Paper and we will 

confirm when we have received it by replying to your Email or by phone call. 

 

After properly submitting your papers, please expect to wait about 4 weeks for our response. If you 

have not received our response by the end of the 4th week, please contact us - - especially if you did 

not Email us that you had mailed it to us. 

 

Thank you for complying with these guidelines for your Graduate Paper.  

Many Blessings! 
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To give the student a working understanding of Christian Biblical doctrine and ministerial 

responsibilities that will provide a solid foundation for both:  Ordination as a leader in ministry service 

and continuing Christian Bible studies & education. 

In addition to the “Student Requirements” set forth in the THBI Student Handbook, the applicant for 

this course must: 

1. Be a General Member of True Hope Ministries of America 

2. Have an initial working knowledge & understanding of the Christian Holy Bible  

3. Be able to successfully pass a “Licensing Exam” as either the “Admissions Exam” or “Mid-term 

Exam” for this course.   

This is a 14-month course of focused education & mentoring in the field of ministry studies.  The course 

is divided into two sections, each section consisting of 6 monthly study assignments, course exams, 

mentoring conferences (video/phone conferences with an assigned mentor) and the 7th month of each 

section focusing on “Term Exams & Reviews”. 

Upon enrolling in this course, the student will be given a “Licensing Exam”, which if successfully 

completed (70% correct answers), the student will be granted a “License to Minister” issued by True 

Hope Ministries of America.   

If the student cannot pass the “License Exam”, passage of the mid-term exam will result in the student 

being granted a “License to Minister” from True Hope Ministries of America. 

Upon the conclusion of the second section of this course, the 14th month, the student will be given a final 

course exam and an ordination exam.  The successful completion of these exams will result in the student 

being granted a Certificate of Associates Degree in Ministry; Ministry Ordination Credentials and their 

standing being elevated to Ministry Member of True Hope Ministries of America. 

The curriculum is comprised of: 

1. Primary Textbook, Study Guide & Course Exams. 

a. “What the Bible Says to the Minister, The Minister’s Personal Handbook” 

2. Secondary Textbooks, Study Guides & Course Exams 

a. Bibliology 

b. Soteriology 

c. Ecclesiology 

d. Anthropology



B. Monthly: 

a. Complete no less than one chapter of the Primary Textbook 

b. Complete and pass no less than one-chapter exam of the Primary Textbook 

c. Complete no less than one hour of Ministry Mentoring each month 

i. Reviewing Course Exam Answers 

ii. Discussing Studies, Progress & Problems 

iii. Reviewing Personal Spiritual Progress and Aims 

C. Term: 

a. Complete a Mid-term Course Exam 

b. Complete a Final Course Exam & Ordination Exam 

1. Registration Deposit:   $250.00 

2. Ministry License Application Fee: $    N/C 

3. Tuition (Includes all curriculum): $450.00 

4. Ministry Ordination Application Fee: $  90.00 

 Total Fees & Tuition: $790.00 

As with regular student enrollment, the registration deposit is to be paid in order to begin the student 

enrollment process. 

After the Registration Deposit, the remaining net tuition due (including Ordination Application Fee) is 

$540.00 and may be paid in equal installments of 3 – 6 – 9 or 12 monthly payments as set forth in the 

following table: 

3 Month 6 Month 9 Month 12 Month 

$180.00 $90.00 $60.00 $45.00 

 

“Christian Ministry Associates Degree for Ordination” students are bound by the same general terms, 

requirements, policies and conditions as a Regular Degree Program student except as detailed herein. 

I.  Completion Requirements 

A. Time Limits:  Students in the Christian Ministry Associates Degree Program must complete and 

submit a course exam, including a “Review Conference” with his/her Ministry Study Consultant, 

every 30 days. 
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II. Mandatory Ministry Study Consultant 

Due to the objectives and nature of the Ordination Preparation Study Course, all students enrolled in 

this program must accept and work with the Ministry Study Consultant (similar to an LSC). 

A. Course Exam Reviews:  Regardless of the score/grade of any/all Course Exams, a Review 

Conferences is required for every Course Exam that has a score/grade of less than 100%. 

1. Failure or refusal to participate in ANY Course Exam Review Conference shall result in the 

Course Exam being graded “Incomplete” - - regardless of the exam’s actual score/grade.   

2. The “I” (Incomplete) shall remain on the student’s record until the successful completion of the 

Review Conference pertaining to that Course Exam. 

3. No further Course Exams will be accepted for grading until the Course Exam Review 

Conference has been completed for the Course Exam at issue. 

B. Consequences: A student’s failure/refusal to participate in a Review Conference for a period of 30 

calendar days after the scheduled Course Exam Review, shall have the same effect as non-

submission of course work for sixty (60) calendar days. 

1. Students not completing the Course Exam Review Conference for the exam at issue, for an 

additional thirty (30) more calendar days shall have the effect of the “90 Day Rule” being 

implemented. 

a) Student shall be classified as “Suspended Status” which shall result in the “Student 

Termination Policies” to be in effect and all requirements of these policies must then be met 

by the student for reinstatement. 

III. Course Exams    

A. Grading:  All course exams must score a minimum of 70% correct answers for a passing grade. 

Failure to score a minimum of 70% correct answers on a course exam shall result in a “Failed 

Exam”. 

B. Exam Failure:  Students who fail a course exam shall be given one attempt to recover from the 

failure with a retake exam for “Failure Recovery”. 

1. Failure Recovery: The Exam Re-take shall be delivered to the student after the Course Exam 

Review Conference. 

a) Deadline - - Retake Exams must be completed and returned to the Exam Grading  

  Department within 10 calendar days. 

b) Passage - -  Achieving a minimum of 70% correct answers on the Exam Re-take shall  

  result in the grade of the second exam being the “grade of record” for that  

  course. 

c) Failure - - Failing the Exam Re-take shall result in the student failing the entire Christian  

  Ministry Associates Degree Program and his/her student status shall be  

  terminated. 

IV. Tuition Concerns  As with Regular Students of THBI, tuition does not purchase the degree or 

certification being studied for.  Tuition pays for the materials necessary for study and examinations 

by the enrolled student. 
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A. Tuition Status:  Tuition must be paid in full prior to the delivery of any degree certificate or as 

in this case the ministry credentials of licensing and ordination. 

B. Tuition Refunds: The THBI Tuition Refund Policy governs any tuition refund concerns for an 

Ordination Preparation Study Course student. 

1. Student Withdrawal - - Tuition fully paid, or amounts paid in advance, will be refunded on 

a pro-rata basis based on calendar months remaining in the Program for any student who 

follows the “Student Withdrawal Policy”. 

2. Student Failure - - No tuition nor any portion thereof is refunded for failed students as 

tuition does not pay for the degree nor do we guarantee success in a student’s studies. 

3. Student Dropout - - No tuition refund, regardless of payments made, will be issued for any 

student who “drops out” as per the THBI Student Termination Policies. 

C. Re-enrollment After Termination: Students who submitted proper written notice of 

withdrawal may be considered for re-enrollment, depending upon the circumstances for 

withdrawal and shall be considered on a case by case basis. 

V. Student Suspension    

A. Non-Submission:  Failure to submit a completed course exam within a period of 60 calendar 

days, without prior approved notification from the student to the True Hope National Offices, 

shall result in that student being suspended from enrollment. 

B. Notification:  Student shall be notified of “Suspended Status” and shall have a maximum of 30 

calendar days to submit the course exam due at the beginning of the 60-day period.  Failure to 

meet this requirement shall result in the Final Termination of Student Status with no further 

notice. 

1. Submission Refusals  Should a student attempt to submit the past due course exam after 

“Final Termination” has become effective, said course or courses shall be refused for 

processing. 

Example:  Student submits 4 course exams.  Course Exam #5 is not submitted at the time due.  

60 calendar days then pass.  The student then has 30 calendar days from the date 

of the “Suspension Notice” (regardless of when the student actually reads the 

notice letter). 

Should the student fail to submit a course exam within the 30-calendar day 

suspension period, that student shall be terminated and considered to be a drop-out 

and will not be given any further consideration. 

C. Re-enrollment:  Students must make written request for consideration for re-enrollment into the 

Ordination Study Program.  

1. Approval - - Students approved for re-enrollment must enroll as new students and must meet 

the requirements and pay the tuition that is in effect at the time of their re-enrollment. 

a) No credit is given for past studies or for prior tuitions paid for re-enrolling students. 

2. Denials - - Students who dropped out shall not be considered for re-enrollment, regardless of 

the circumstances. 
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The requirements of course work and student cooperation with Ministry Study Consultants are notably 

more stringent for students in the Christian Ministry Associates Degree Program for the simple reason 

that these students are intending to obtain Ordination Credentials with True Hope Ministries of America. 

The activities involved in the Christian Ministry Associates Degree Program will give the Ministry 

Directors the opportunity to develop a foundation of relationship and build a fellowship with the students 

of this program - - and ministry membership (members with ministry credentials) with True Hope 

Ministries of America is contingent upon a genuine working fellowship with the candidates. 

We hold ourselves under the Scriptural mandate to “know those who labor among you”, and this means 

more than to merely recognize those whom God has ordained, but to have an intimate fellowship with you 

in order to help you do what God has called you to do! 

 

If you wish to register for the Christian Ministry Associates Degree Program, please complete and submit 

the following form: 
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Christian Ministry Associates Degree Program 

Mail to:  The True Hope Bible Institute 

  P.O. Box 2474 

   Springfield, MO  65801 

   Attn:  Student Registration 

DATE:  _________________________   

 

General Information: 

Name:       __________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:    __________________________________________________________________________  

City:  ____________________________________ State:  ______        ZIP:  _____________________ 

Contact Information: 

Home Phone:  ____________________________ Cell Phone:  ______________________________ 

Best Time to Call:  ________________________   Best Days:   _______________________________ 

Personal Information: 

Date of Birth:  ______________________  NOTE:  Must Be 21 to be eligible for this study 

program. 

Marital Status: ❑  Married ❑ Single  ❑ Never Married ❑ Divorced  ❑ Widowed 

If Married:  Spouse Name:  ________________________________ DOB:  ______________ 

    How Many Years:  ____  Anniversary Date:  ________   Children?  ❑ YES   ❑ NO 

Educational Information: 

High School Graduate:  ❑ YES  ❑ NO  IF NO - - GED/HiSet:   ❑ YES   ❑ NO 

College Graduate:  ❑ YES  ❑ NO  IF NO - - Attended College:  ❑ YES  ❑ NO If Yes - - # Years ___ 

Spiritual Information: 

Born Again:  ❑ YES  ❑ NO  If Yes, What Year or Age:  ________ Baptized:  ❑ YES  ❑ NO 

General Church Background: ❑ Baptist     ❑ Pentecostal     ❑ Fundamental      ❑ Non-Denominational 

Called to Ministry:  ❑ YES   ❑ NO  If Yes, What Area:  ❑ Pastoral  ❑ Evangelism  ❑ Teaching   

                ❑Other:  ____________________________________________ 
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REGISTRATION STATEMENTS/SIGNATURE 

I hereby submit my registration to enroll as a student of the True Hope Bible Institute of True Hope 

Ministries of America in the Christian Ministry Associates Degree Program. 

I have read, understand and agree to the terms and conditions of the Student Handbook in general and 

specifically for the Christian Ministry Associates Degree Program and state that I agree to abide by these 

terms and conditions and will comply with the requirements thereof. 

I understand that the registration deposit is part of the overall tuition and must accompany this registration 

form or the enrollment process will not commence until such time as the registration deposit has been paid. 

I understand that the registration deposit is not refundable once the Student Enrollment Package has been 

placed with the USPS for delivery to my given address and that after 60 days of mailing, the enrollment 

forms must be submitted to True Hope Ministries of America or this registration shall become null and 

void. 

Signature:  ___________________________________________ Date:  ________________________ 

Printed Name:  ________________________________________ 

Registration Deposit Paid:  $ ________   ❑ Check #_________  ❑ Money Order  ❑PayPal Date _______ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE USE ONLY 

Date Received:  ______________________ Received By:  ______________________________   

Registration Fee Received:  ❑NO  ❑YES  ❑PayPal     Check / Article #_____________________ 

Applicant Called/Interviewed by:  __________ Date: ______________  Time: _____________ 

Accepted for program:  ❑YES  ❑NO  If no, reason:  

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Enrollment Package Mail Date: ___________   USPS Receipt:  ❑Attached  ❑File 


